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n I 8 Hiſtory | hk no 
need of a Preface, but cu- 
ſtom requires all Books 
to have this ornament 
in \ their front, Know therefore, 
Courteous Reader, that you are to 
expect no key to the Names, no 
light concerning the Facts, nor 
the leaſt hints to enable vou to 
gueſs at any ching more than your 
Wo own 
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i own: Fee, hall = No 


mong the papers of a Gentleman 
| 
[ 


| who was well known in the world, 
0 and ſome care has been taken to 1 
cloath it in a tolerable ſtile, with-- 
out leſſening the ſimplicity of the 
Narration, or the force of the Sen- 
timents. The whole breaths Love, 
Honour. and Virtue. Let it de- 
part with ſuch auſpicious omens, 
and owe its . only to its me- 
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+ W- muſt, however, Be own'd 


that it vill have a double 
charm 


PREFACE. 


charm, for Readers who have ſome 


knowledge of the principal Cha- 
racters; but let chem take care 


not to confound our Heroine with 


a Fair Circaſſian, whom an infi- | 
nite number of Gentlemen knew 
and eſteemed, and whoſe Hiſtory 


has not the leaſt reſemblance. of £ 


this.. 


All ſamples of Turkiſh Eru- 
dition, which wou'd only have 
deaden'd the narration, are every 
where carefu ly retrench'd ;. for- 
eign names which wou'd admit of 
a change, are render'd by Engliſh 


Ones; 
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ones; 15 eraglio is uſed inſtead of , 
Hurem, whichi is the name of pri- 
vate Seraglioes ; ;| Market inſtead of 
This is done for the 
lake of thoſs who are not fami- 
lar with accounts of the Levant, 

in moſt of which all ſuch terms 
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: HA L L I Hat oh my- 
ſelf ſuſpected by the confeſ- 
fion with which I ſet out? I 
am in love with the beauti- 
ful Greek whoſe Hiſtory I am go- 
ing to write. Who will think me 
ſincere in the recital of my plea- 
ſures or my pains? Who will not 
miſtruſt my deſcriptions. and my en- 
comiums ? Will inot the violence f 
my paſſion change the nature of eve 8 
ry thing which I ſee. or do? In 4 
word, hat truth can he de 
from a pen Which! is guided by love? 
„„ 1. 1B Theſe 
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2 The Kai Greek, 
| Theſe are reaſons which ſhou'd keep 
the Reader upon his guard; But Aa 
ſagacious one will immediately con- 
clude that I ſhow'd not have declar'd 
them with ſo much frankneſs, were 
it not at the ſame time in my power 
to take off all their force. I was, L 
* confeſs it again, a long while in love; | 
and I flatter myſelf perhaps, even at 
preſent, with being more free than 
really am from this fatal poĩſon. But 
then I have known only the rigors 
of love. I never taſted of its plea- 
| ſures, nor even of its illuſions, Which 
in the temper I then was I'ſhou'd® 
without doubt have deem'd a real 
bleſſing. I am «repulſed, and even 
a betray*d Lover, if I may credit ap- 
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judgment of my Readers.” I Was 
however eſteem'd by her I adored, 
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liſten d to as a F ather, reſpected as 
2 * * 19 'S 


WO 


De Fair Greek. 3 
a Maſter, \ conſulted: as a Friend. 
What a return for ſuch an affection 
as mine] And as foe of its anguiſſi 
ſtill hangs about me, can I be ſuſ- 
pected to draw too flattering a por- 
trait of the ungrateful Fair, who 
has been the conſtant W 80 * 
life. N 
I was a0 with his Mazeſty's 
affairs in a Court, with the cuſtoms 
and intrigues of which no one was 
better acquainted. The advantage 5 
which I had at my arrival at Con- | 
ſtantinople of perfectly underſtand- ; 
ing the Turkiſh Language, procu- 
red me almoſt at once ſuch a degree 
of familiarity and reſpect as few Mi- 
niſters arrive at till after a long time 
of probation; and the ſole ſingulari. 
ty of ſceing a Frepchman almoſt * "1 
much a Turk; if T may be allow id 
the expreſſion; as the Natives of the 
„ S 5 
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e Sd me many mike of 
reſpect and diſtinction which were 


never diſcontinued or abated. The 


taſte which I affected to ſhow for the 
cuſtoms and manners of the Turks, 
was a means of encreaſing their af- 
fections for me; and they went ſo 
far as to fancy that I could not be ſo 
much like themſelves without being 
well diſpoſed towards their religion. 
And this thought heighten'd their 
eſteem for me to ſuch a degree, that 
I found myſelf almoſt as free and fa- 
miliar-i in a City in which I had hard- 
ly lived two months, as in che Race 
of my birth. _ 

The duties of my * Aa ents al- 


low'd me many opportunities of a 
general acquaintance, and I immedi- 


ately reſolved to cultivate it, as well 
to ſatisfy my curioſity as to draw 


from it all the advantages I cou'd,.. 
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I was beſides of an age when the 


taſte of pleaſure is very conſiſtent 
with that of buſineſs; and indeed 


my deſign in going to Aſia was to 


gratify both theſe inclinations. The 
diverſions of the Turks did not ap- 
pear ſo ſtrange to me but that J ho- 
ped I ſhou'd ſoon have as quick a re- 
liſh of them as they. My only fear 


was that Tſhou'd not find it eafy to 
ſatisfy my defires with regard to wo- 


men. But the great conſtraint in 
whichs they live, and the difficulty 


there is of even ſeeing them, had al- 
ready made me reſolve. to ſtifle all 


inclinations of this kind, and to pre- 
ter a life of tranquillity to 1 trou- 
bleſome pleaſure. 2 
1 lived: however very fariliatly 2 
with the Turkiſh- Lords who were 
moſt famous for their delicacy with 
regard to their women, and moſt 
troy B 3 magni- g 
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magnificent in their Seraglioes. A6 


6 The Fair Greek 


they often treated me at their palaces 


with great reſpect and diſtinction, 


I uſed to wonder that in the midſt of 
their entertainments they never drops 
ped one word concerning the ꝙbjects 
of their gallantries, and prov their 
moſt open. and free converſations ne- 
ver turned upon any thing but their 


feaſtings, their hunting matches, and 


ſuch little cents of the Cqura and 


KPA > PRA 24 


I Dity 25 anofaca * WIALLEF or: Tauery; 
1 reſolved to be as much upon the 


reſerve as they, and often pitied 


them for abridging themſelves, by an 
exceſs of jealouſy or thro?:a want of 


taſte, of the moſt agreeable ſubjects 


which enliven converſation: But I 


did not apprehend their views: They 
meant to make a tryal of my diſcre« 
tion and as they ſuppoſe our Coun- 
ane have aregard: to merit in 
41 41 Namen, 
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The Fair Greek, 
women, they agreed as it were by 
conſent to let me of my own accord 
diſcover my inclinations with regard 
to this matter. This was at leaſt the 
judgment which they ſoon gave me 
grounds to form of their, conduct. 

An old Baſh, Who quietly enjoy'd 

the riches, which he had heap*d: up in 
a long poſſeſſion of his office, had + 
Thew!?d me many marks of eſteem, 
which, I -eadeavour'd to return by 
continual, iteſtimonies - of-- gratitude ,- 
and affection. His houſe was be- 
come as familiar to me as my own. 
1 was well acquainted with all the a- 
partments of it except that of the 
women, towards which I took care 
never to caſt my eyes. He obſerved 
this affectation, and not doubting 
but that I knew at leaſt the ſituation 
of his Seraglio, often engaged me to 
walk with him in his: garden, into 

„„ Bs ˙ wie 
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Which one part of the building Wok. 
In ſhort,” perceiving that I was obſt?» 
nately filent, he ſaid to me with a 


ſmile, that he admired my diſcreti- 
on. You can*t but know, adds he, 


| that I have beautiful women, and 
neither your age nor complexion can 
inſpire you with much indifference 


for the Sex. I am ſurpriſed that 
your curioſity has not made you wiſſfi 
to ſee them. I know] your cuſtoms, | 


replied I very coldly, and wou'd not 
WE. defire you to diſpenſe with them in 


my favour. A little knowledge of 
the world, continued I, looking up- 
on him with the ſame air, gave me 
to underſtand, on my arrival in this 
country, that ſince ſo many precau- 
tions are taken with regard to wo-. 
men, curioſity and indiſcretion muſt 
be the two vices which are the leaſt 
ſupportable here. Why ſhou'd I run 
R 1 the 


The Fair Greek. 9 


the riſk of giving my friends pain by 

aſking what might diſpleaſe them ? 
He highly commended my anſwer 
and confeſſing that many inſtances of 
the rafhneſs of the French had given 
the Turks an ill opinion of their Gal- 
lants, he ſeem'd the more pleas*d-to 
find my ſentiments ſo juſt and reaſo- 
nable. He immediately offer'd me 


1 bs a fight of his women, and I accept- 
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ed, tho? with no ſeeming eagernels, 


of the favour, We enter'd into a 
place, the deſcription of which is 


not neceſſary to my deſign;  tho* 1 
was ſo much ſtruck with the order 
and economy of it, that I cou'd ea- 
ſily give a very circumſtantial one. 
The Baſſa's women, who were two 
and twenty in number, were all to- 


gether in a hall appointed for their 


exerciſes. They were ſeperately em- 


ploy*d, ſome in painting of flowers, 
als B 5 _ 


To mera Greeks. 


ſome. idering ck other. 
kinds of needle work, according to 
their talents and inclinations, which 
they had the liberty of following. 
Their cloaths ſeem'd to me to be 
the ſame; the colour of them at leaſt 
was uniform. But their head dreſſes 
were different, and ſuited, 1 found, 
to the air of their faces. A great 
number of Domeſtics of both ſexes, 


of whom however I obſerved: that 


thoſe who appear'd to be of my 
own were eunuchs, ſtood in the 
corners of the hall ready to obey 
their commands. But this croud of 
Slaves retired as ſoon as we enter'd, 
and the two and twenty Ladies riſing 
up without going from their places, 
ſeed to wait for the orders of their 
Lord, or to learn the occaſion of a 
viſit at which they were evidently. 
very much ſurpriſed, I view id them 
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all one after another: Their ages 


ſeem'd unequal : but as L did nat 


obſerve any above thirty; ſo neither 
did I ſee any ſo young as I expected, 
there being none who were leſs _ | 
ſixteen or feyenteen; 1-1 
Cheriber, that was the 4 80 f 
the Baſſa, order'd them in ca very 
courteous manner to come Fh him, 


W and having told chem in a few words 


who I was, deſir'd them to do ſome- 
thing for my amuſement; They or- 


der'd ſeveral inſtruments to be 


brought, upon which ſome of them 
began to play, while others danced 
in a very graceful and eaſy manner. 
This entertainment having laſted up- 
wards of an hour, the Baſſa order d 
fomething to refreſh; them, Wwhich 

was diſtributed in every part of the 

hall in which the Ladies had again ta- 
ken their ſeveral places. T-hed not 
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as yet had any occaſion to peak At 
Taft he aſked me my opinion of this 
gallant aſſembly; and taking occa- 
ſion from my complimenting him 
upon their charms, made many ſen- 
ſible reflections upon the Power of e- 
ducation and cuſtom, which make 
the moſt lovely women obedient and 


eaſy in Turky, whilſt J hear, ſays he, 


that all other nations complain of the 
troubles and diſorders which they oc- 
caſion by their beauty. I anſwer'd 
him by ſome reflections greatly to the 
advantage of the Turkiſh Ladies. 
No, replies he, this is not more the 
character of our women than of thoſe 
of other Countries. Of the two and 
twenty whom you ſee here, there are 
not four who are Turks by birth; 


moſt of them are Slaves whom 1 


bought without diſtinction. And di- 
recting my eyes to one of the young= 
od eſt 


The Fair Greek. 13 
eſt and moſt amiable, that is a Greek, 
fays he, whom I have not had above 
ſix months, and know not out of 
whoſe hands ſne came. The charms 
of her perſon and mind engaged me 
to take her at a venture, and you 
ſee her as contented with her condi- 
tion as her Companions. Conſider- 
ing however the extent and vivacity 
of her Genius, I ſometimes wonder 
that ſhe cou'd ſo ſoon ſubmit to our 
cuſtoms, and can find no other rea- 
ſon for it but the force of example 
and uſe. You may talk with her a 
little, ſays he, and I ſhall be much 
miſtaken if you don't diſcover in her 
all the merit which among you raiſes 
women to the moſt exalted ſtations, 
and qualifies a bort the .moſt | 
weighty affairs. 

I went to her. 1 genius inclin? 
ed her to Painting; and ſeeming but 
lids 
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anſwer was very ingenuous. As a 
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little attentive to what was dbing in 
the hall, ſhe had no ſooner left off 5 


dancing but ſhe reſumed her pencil. 


After ſome excuſes for the liberty I 


took of interrupting her, I cou'd | 
think of nothing better to ſay than 
what I had heard from Cheriber. I 
congratulated her therefore upon the 

qualities which ſo grratly endeared 
her to her Maſter; and informing 
her that I knew how long ſhe had 
been there, wonder d how ſhe couꝰd 
in ſo mort a time be ſo perfectiy 
conformable to the cuſtoms and ex- 
erciſes of the Ladies of Turky. Her 


woman, ſays ſhe, has no felicity to 
hope for but that of pleaſing her Mas 
ner; J hall chink myſelf very haps 
py, if Cheriber entertains the opini. 


on which he gave you of me; and 


line L am influenced by this motive, 
i. 


83 * 


The Fair Greek. 1 
you cane be ſurpriſed. that I have ſo 
eaſily brought myſelf to ſubmit to the 
laws which he has enacted for his 
Slaves. This unfeigned devotion to 
the will of an Old Man, in a lovely 
girl who cou'd not be above ſixteen; 
ſeem'd to me much more admirable 
than all that the Baſſa had told me of 
her. I thought I obſerved, by her 
air as well as her words, that What 
ſhe ſaid really came from her heart, 

The compariſon which I made in my 
own mind between the principles of 
our Ladies and hers, lead me with» 
out deſign to ſnow ſome regret at ſee- 
ing her born to a condition ſo far in- 
ferior to that :which-ſhe:merited by 
ſuch great condeſcenſion and good 
nefs. I mention d with ſome Con- 
Countries: where the men, though 
n ching that may con- 

41 N 
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tribute to the ' happineſs of the wo⸗ 
men, though they treat them like 
Queens inſtead of Slaves, devote 
themſelves entirely to them, and aſk 
no return but gentleneſs, love and 
virtue, are almoſt always deceived in 
the choice of a wife, who partakes 
of their name, their rank and for- 
tune. And perceiving that my com- 
Plaints were eagerly liſten'd to, I 
went on to ſpeak of the felicity of 'a 
. French huſband who ſhou'd be fo 
happy as to find in the Companion 
of his life the virtues which are as it 
were thrown away upon the Turkiſh 
Ladies, fince they are ſo unhappy as 
never to meet with the returns ay 
rn een any fo, 
This eee in n Tow 
the compaſſion with which I was mo- 
ved, gave the Fair Greek but few 
 opportunuties of anſwering me, was 
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ute w by Cheriber. He per- 
ceived perhaps the warmth” with 
which I talk'd to his Slave; büt as 
my heart did not reproach me with 
any breach of confidence, my air was 
perfectly free and unconcerned. His 

diſcourſe had not the leaft tincture of 
jealbuſy. On the contrary, he pro- 
miſed frequently to give me the ſame 
entertainment, Provided I found any 
amuſefnent it. ae 
I refraind' from going to ſee him 
again for ſome days, with a vicw of 
preventing all ſuſpicion by affecting 
an indifference for women. But in a 
viſit which he made ine to reproach 
me with my neglect, à Slave of his 
train gave a letter to my Valet de 


Chambre, which he deliver'd time 


in the ſame cautious manner he re- 
ceived it. Having open'd ĩt, I found 


it was written- in Greek charactess 
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48 The Fair Greeks 
_ which-I did not underſtand, tho? 1 
had. begun to learn the Language. 1 


immediately ſent for my Maſter, who 


paſſed for a very good Chriſtian, and 


deſired him to explain it, pretending 


that it had fallen into my hands by 
chance. He tranſlated it for me, and 
J preſently found that it came from 
che young Greck with whom I had 
the converſation, Which I have men- 
tion'd in the Baſſa's,: Seraglio.z but 
the contents of it were ſuch as I cou'd 
not havg expected. After ſome re- 
flections upon the wretehedneſs of her 
Condition, ne conjured me by the 
eſteem which I expreſs'd Ae 
ho loved virtue, toſuſe my intereſt 
0 get her out of the bade, of the 7 
"Balla Ef 1oviigh of > iw dic at 88 
I had; conceived; no ſentiments for 
her but thoſe: of admiration, which 
Were ute natural tribute of her 
Hi. * | charms 1 
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venture, from which I might reaſoy 


charmsz al 1 to the rales 
which, I had laid down for my con- 


duct, nothing was ſo contrary to my 


nably expect more pain than please 
ſure. I did not doubt but thatithe 
young Slave, charmed with the: pic: 
ture which I had drawn in a few 
words of the happineſs: of our wor 


Men, Was diſguſted with liv ing in a 
Seraglio ; and hoping to find in me 
all the diſpoſitions which I; boaſted 


of in my Countrymen, was deſttous 
of drawing me into an intriguet 


And reflecting upon the danger of 


the enterprize, I Was the more con! 
firm'd in my firſt reſolution. My 
natural deſire however of obliging 
an amiable woman, whoſe condition 
J ſuppoſed to be very vretched, put 
me upom thinking whether it whα 
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The Fair Greeks 
poſſible to procure her liberty by ho? 
nourable methods. I thought of try*' 
ing one which would exerciſe my ge- 
neroſity only, and that was to pay 
the price of her ranſom; but the 
fear of affronting the Baſſa by ſuch 
an offer, made me heſitate about it. 
hit upon a ſcheme at laſt which ſa - 
tisfied all my ſcruples. Being inti- 
mately acquainted with the Seliabar, 
who is one of the moſt important 
perſons of the empire, I reſolved to 
acquaint him with the deſire I had of 
buying a Slave which belong'd to 
Baſſa Cheriber, and to get him to 
propoſe it as though he defired her 
himſelf. The Selictar conſented 
without pretending that I ſhowd be 
under any obligation to him for ſo 
light a ſervice, and I left the price 
- hg The deference © wings Ches 
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De Fair Greek. 21 
to accept of eaſier terms than I cowd 
have expected. The Selictar ſent me 
word the very ſame day that I might 
have her, and that ſhe would coſt me 
a thouſand crowns. 

I was' highly alafled with non 
out my money to ſo good a purpoſes 
but being near obtaining what IL had 
ſo earneſtly deſired, I began to con- 
ſider what I muſt do with this young 
Slave, and what cou'd be her views 
in quitting the Seraglio. Does ſne 
deſign to come hither, and to look 
upon my houſe as her home? She is- 
indeed amiable enough to deſerve 
that ſome eare ſhou'd be taken of 
her; but, beſides the decorum which 
I am obliged to obſerve with regard 
to my Domeſtics, is it poſſible that 
the Baſſa ſhou'd not ſooner. or later 
learn where ſhe is, and ſhall I not 


then run upon the rock which I 


thou n 


| ht Thad avoided? This thought” 
made me ſo cool in the affair; that 


ſeeing: the Selictar next day; I diſco- | 
ver'd to him ſome ſigns of regret for 


e employ'd him in an affair 


which wou'd, I apprehended; occa- 


ſion the Baſſa too much uneaſineſs 
and I took my leave of him without 
mentioning one Word about ſending 
kim the thouſand crowns, in order 
to make a viſit ts Cheriber. Divid- 
ed all at once between my defire of 


ſerving the Slave, the difficulties in 
Which I might involve myſelf by do- 
mg it, and the apprehenfion of cha- 
WY — grining my friend, I ſhowd have 
been glad of any pretence to have 


been handſomely quit of the affair; 


and I conſiderꝰd whether it wou'd 


not be my beſt way to make a frank 
coͤnfeſſion of the whole matter to the 


118 „ whether 


n dine in order to diſtover 
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whether the ſacrifice which Tas it 


were obliged him to make, woutt 


not coſt him too much uneaftnefs. I 
thought a regard for my friend io 
reafonable an excuſe, that T might 


| | for the ſake of it diſpenſe with gra- 


ifying the caprice of a woman. My 


idr was very agreeable to Cheriber; 
Wand his chearfulneſs and ſigns of joy 
preventing my making the diſcovery 
for which I was prepared, F ſuffer'd 
him to tell me without interruption 
chat he had leſſen'd the number of 
Whis Slaves, by ſelling his Fair Greek 


to the Selictar. He appear'd fo eaſy [oe] 
in relating the affair, that forming a 
judgment of his thoughts by- his 
words, I concluded he was not much BN 
concerned at his loſs. 1 alſo found 
afterwards that he had no great in- 
clination for women, that defires of 
this kind at his time of life gave him 


very 


£4 Ne Fair Gre * 


very little diſturbance, and that the : 
expence he. was at in his Seraglio Was 
triather to gratify his vanity than any 
1 other paſſion., , Theſe obſervations, 
= having removed my  ſcruples, I laid 
WW aſide all thoughts of acquainting him 
with them, and ſuffer'd him to en- 
joy the ſatisfaction of obliging the 
Selictar, and of having a juſt title to 
his acknowledgments. 3 
w_ Having invited me to ſpend, a lit 
5 tle time in his Seraglio, he ſeem'd_. 
to me to be at a loſs how to break 
the matter to his Slave: She knows 
not, ſays he, that the. is going to, 
855 change her Maſter; and after the 
many teſtimonies which I have given 
her of my affection, it will vex her 
her 5 5 to ſee me ſo 929 0 
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The Fair Greek. 25 
to ſee her for the laſt time, having 
told the Selictar that he may ſend for 
her whenever he pleaſes. I foreſaw 


that this ſcene would not be unplea- 
ſant to me, tho* from different mo- 


fa fear it would be diſagreeable to 
him. Not having ventured to an- 
ſwer her letter, I expected. that ſhe 
would be concerned to find that ſne 
was to be a Slave in the Selictar's Se- 
raglio. What a puniſhment to hear 
this in my preſence, and not dare to 
vent her reſentment by complaining! 
she came to me twice, and aſked me 
for an anſwer to her letter; but my 
only reply- was, that ſhe ſhou'd have 
no cauſe to repent of her good opi- - 
nion of me, and that I would ſerve 
1 her with all the zeal ſhe expected. 

75 The Baſſa inſtead of leading me 
into the hall, ſent for his Slave into 
Vor. I. C 4 


tives from thoſe which made the Baſ- 
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26 The Fair Greek. 
a cloſet, to which he order'd that 


vident to me from the apprehenſion 


his great affection for her, refuſe to : 


he, my conſolation in loſing you is, 


man of honour. He is one of the 


no body elſe ſhou'd. be admitted. 
The perturbation of her ſoul was e- 


with which ſhe approached us. She 
cou'd not ſee me with her Patron 
without flattering herſelf that I ap- 
proved of her deſign, and brought 
her perhaps the welcome news of her 
liberty; and the firſt compliment 
which the Baſſa made her, confirm- Ml 
ed her in this opinion. He told her 
with great good nature and politeneſs, Wl 
that he couꝰd not, notwithſtanding W 


make over his title to her heart to a 
very powerful friend: But then, adds 


that you will fall into the hands of a 


firſt Lords of the Empire, and is en- | | 
abled by his riches and prompted by 


* 


— - 
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N * 
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his inclination, to * the lives of 
all women happy who have the good 
fortune to gain any aſcendant over 
him. And then he named the Selic- 


n 
e tar. Her trembling looks and the 
n grief which immediaiely diffuſed it- 


ſelf all over her face, ſeem'd to re- 
proach me with having miſtaken her 
meaning. She ſuppoſed that in de- 
livering her from the Seraglio of 
= Cheriber, I had only changed her 

W Maſter, and that I had conſequently 
| ; miſunderſtood or ſlighted the motives 


ing which induced her to deſire me to 
to ſerve her. Cheriber did not at all 
to a doubt but that her concern proceed- 
dds ed from her unwillingneſs. to leave 
a 1s, him, and ſhe confirmed him in this 
of a ¶ opinion by Proteſting chat if ſhe muſt. 


live in the condition in which For- 
1 tune had placed her, ſhe wiſhed for. 
no r Maſter: And her grief 

„„ made 


28 The Fair Greek. 
made her join ſuch a ffectionate in- 
treaties with this proteſtation, that 1 
ſaw the Baſſa was about to relent, and 
to forget his promiſe to the Selictar. 
But looking upon his repentance as 
very ſhort-lived, and being much 
leſs affected with it than with the 
tears of the Fair Greek, I haſten'd 
to their relief, which I effected by 
letting fall ſome words which made 
them both eaſy. You ſhou'd not, 
ſays I to the Slave, be ſo muck con- 
cerned, ſince the Baſſa parts with you 
only to oblige a friend; and if you 
doubt of the happineſs that awaits 
you, I have ſo much intereſt with the 
Selictar that I dare paſs my word that 
he will make you miſtreſs of your 
on fortune. She looked earneſtly. 
upon me, and read my thoughts in 
my eyes; and there was nothing ia 
what I ſaid or what 7 was very agree» if 
Li | 
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able to Cheriber. The reſt of our 
converſation was pleaſanter to us 
all. He loaded her with preſents, 
and defired my aſſiſtance in the choice 
of them. He afterwards made his 
| excuſes to me, and lead her into an- 
other room; where I ſuppoſe he gave 
her the laſt marks of his affection. 
My heart was certainly entirely free, 
ſince I cou'd bear this thought with- 
out the leaſt emotion. 

Being now too far embark'd. in . 
this affair to think of retreating, I 
went home for the thouſand crowns, 
and carried them directly to the Se- 
lictar. He aſked me very pleaſantly 
if my adventure muſt be a ſecret to 
him; and deſired me, by way of ac- 
knowledgment of the ſervice he was 
going to do me, to tell him at leaſt 
by what means I became acquainted - 
with a Slave of Cheriber. As I had 
| e 
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no ottalion to diſſemble; Fave him 
the whole hiſtory of the affair. And 
when he ſeem'd not to believe that 
generoſity was the only motive which 
induced me to ſerve ſo lovely a crea: 
ture as I had repreſented the young 1 
Greek to be, I proteſted that I had 
hot the leaſt paſſion for her, that 1 
meant nothing but to ſet her at li- 
berty, and bad ſome perplexity in 
my own mind about the manner in 
which I ſhowd diſpoſe of her: And 
all this was ſaid in ſo ſerlous a man- 
ner, that I left him no room to doubt 
of my ſincerity. He appointed the 
time of my ſending for her, and 1 
waited for it without the leaſt impa- 
tience. We agreed it ſhou'd be in 
the night, in order to conceal this 
adventure from the Public. I ſent 
my Valet de Chambre, about nine 
o' clock in the evening, in an ordis 
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The Fair Greek. 31 
nary coach, and order'd him only to 
let the Selictar know that he came 
from me, He was told that the Se- 
lictar would ſee me the next day, 
and give me an account himſelf of 
the ſteps which he had taken in my 
affair. 

This delay gave me no uneaſineſs: 
For whatever might be the occaſion 
of it, I had done every thing which 
generoſity and honour required of 
me; and any pleaſure which I might 
receive from the ſucceſs of my enter- 
prize, cou'd ariſe only from thoſe 
two motives. I had, in this inter- 
val, ſeriouſly conſider'd of the con- 
duct I ought to obſerve towards this 
young Slave. I found a thouſand 
objections againſt taking her home 
to my own houſe, and reſolved not 
to own her publickly for my Mi- 
ay even tho” ſhe ſhowd deſign to 
L 4 reward 
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reward me with her charms for the 

ſervices I had done her. I'went to 

my Language Maſter, with whom I 

had entruſted the affair. He was a 

married man: I deſired his wife to 

receive the Slave from my Valet de 

Chambre, and purpoſed to go my- 
ſelf the next morning, and learn 

from her own mouth what the deſi- 
red further of me. 

The Selictar had ſtronger oh 
than I imagined for not ſending my 
Slave according to agreement. Go- 
ing to his houſe the next morning 
juſt as he was deſigning to come to 
me, I perceived that my viſit gave 
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1 the queſtions I had aſk'd him; and 

. then embracing me with more fond- 
neſs than I thought was natural in a 
man of his temper, he conjured me 
to recollect what I had told him laſt 
night 


him ſome confuſion. He anſwer'd 
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night in terms which left him no 
room to queſtion my being in ear- 
neſt, He waited till J had confirm- 
ed what I had ſaid to him before; 
and then embracing me again with 
an air of more frankneſs and gaiety, 
told me that he had conceived a vio- 
lent paſſion for Cheriber's Slave, and 
that he was the happieſt of all mor- 
tals, ſince he found that I was not 
his Rival, and that he cou'd have 
no oppoſition to fear from ſo good a 
Friend. He conceal'd nothing from 
me. I have ſeen her, ſaid he, and 
ſpent an hour in her company; and 
tho? I did not mention one word of 
Love, her charms have left ſodeepan 
Impreſſion, that I cannot live without 
her. You behold. her not, continu- 
ed he, with the fame eyes, and I 
fatter myſelf as you are inſenſible-of 

her charms, that you will readily ne- 


C5 ſigg 


24 The Fair Greek: 
fign her to your friend. Set what 
price you pleaſe upon her, and let 
not Cheriber who was ignorant of 
her value, be any rule to you. | 
Tho' 1 did not at all expect a 
propoſal of this nature after the ſer- 
vices which he had done me, yet as 
there was nothing in it contrary to 
the rules of honour and friendſhip, 
I did not complain; but the motives 
which firſt inclined me to ſerve the 
fair Slaye, made me abhor the 
thoughts of giving her another Ma- 
ſter contrary to her own inclination: 
And this was the only difficulty 
which T urged to the Selictar. Cou'd 
you aſſure me, ſaid I, that ſhe re- 
turns your paſſion, or that ſhe is at 
leaſt willing to be yours, I call Hea- 
ven to witneſs that I would readily 
lay aſide all my deſigns, and ſhou'd 


be ſo far from OY you to alk 
for 
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The Fair Greek. 35 
for her a ſecond time, that I ſhou'd 
even preſs you to accept of her; but 
I know that ſhe would look upon 2 
return to a Seraglio as the greateſt 
evil which could befall her, and this 
is the only reaſon that induced me to 
intereſt myſelf in her affairs. Here 
he cou*d not help having recourſe to 
the principles of his Country. Muſt 
we.conſult, ſays he, the inclinations 
of a Slave? I immediately robbꝰ'd 
him of this pretence. Don't calbher 


a Slave, ſays I, ſince I purchaſed her 


with no other view than to make her 
free, and fince ſhe was ſo in fact the 
moment ſhe came out of the hands 
of Cheriber. 

He was greatly ſurpriſed at this 
declaration. And as I was not wil 
ling to loſe his friendſhip, I added 
that it was not impoſſible but that 
the paſſion. and offers of a man of his 
rank 
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rank and fortune might make an im 
preſſion upon the heart of a girl of 


her age, and gave him my word that 


I wou'd readily comply with any 


thing to which ſhe ſhou*d voluntarily 


confent. I propoſed the putting her 
to the tryal immediately. Fhis re- 
vived his hopes, and the young 
Greek was call'd in. I undertook 
to explain the ſentiments of the Se- 
lictar, but took care to let her know 


chat ſhe was to be entirely free in her 


choice, and might determine juſt as 
the pleaſed. You are mine, ſays I 
to her; I bought you of Cheriber 
by means of the Selictar. My de- 


fign is to make you happy, and an 


opportunity now offers of doing it. 
You may here find in the affection 
of a man that loves you, and in an 
aMuence of all things, what you may 


in vain ſeek for in all other parts of 
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the World. The Selictar, who ap- 
proved of what I ſaid and thought 


my proceedings very fair, was eager 
to make her a thouſand flattering 
promiſes, He call'd his Prophet to 
witneſs that ſhe ſhou'd be advanced 
to the firſt rank in his Seraglio, and 
gave her a deſcription of all the 
pleaſures which awaited her, and of 
the number of Slaves which ſhe 


8 ſhou'd have to attend her. She 


heard his propoſals, but had fully 
apprehended the drift of mine, If 
you deſign to make me happy, ſays 


| W the, addreſſing herſelf to me, you 5 


muſt put it in my power to be ſo. 


This anſwer leaving me no room ta 


doubt of her inclination, I thought 
of nothing but of furniſhing her 
with arms to defend herſelf againſt 


9 violence; for tho* I did not much 


apprehend any from ſuch a man as 


2 


38s The Fair Gree, 
the Selictar, yet this precaution did 
not for many reaſons ſeem to me to 
de needleſs. The Turks, tho? they 
keep no meaſures with their Slaves; 
have a great regard for women that 
are free. Being deſirous therefore of 
ſheltering her from the dangers of 
her condition, follow your inclinatt- 
ons, ſaid I, and don't be influenced 
by your fears of me or of any body 
elſe; for you are no longer a Slave, 
and I freely give you up all my right 
and title to your perſon and liberty. 
She very well knew how the Turkg 
behaved towards women that are free. 
Whatever tranſports of joy therefore 
my declaration gave her, her firſt 
care was to aſſume the air and counte- 
nance which ſhe thought ſuitable to 
the change of her condition. Iadmir*d 
the graceful modeſty which immedis 
To diffuſed itſelf all over her face. 
She 


| 
$ 
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She was Iefs ſollieitous to make hep 
acknowledgments to me, than to let 
the Selictar underſtand what conduct 
her duty wou'd oblige her to ob» 
ſerve, after the benefit which I had 
confer'd upon her. He was himſelf 
compell'd to own the reaſonableneſs 
of her behaviour, arid expreſſing his 
reſentment only by his ſilence, ſeem» 
ed inclined to grant her the liberty 
which ſhe deſired of leaving him. I 
knew not whither ſhe defigned to 
go ; but being herſelf ſurpriſed that 
I did not let her know my pleaſure, 
ſhe came and afked me. I did not 
WS think proper to enter into particulars 
ir before the Selictar, and aſſuring her 
dat ſhe ſhou'd always find me ready 
| 2 to ſerve her to the utmoſt of my po- 
ver, I lead her to the door, and 

there deliver'd her into the hands of 
my ſervants; ordering them to con- 
duct 
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duct her privately to the houſe of my 
Language Maſter. There are at 


Conſtantinople a ſort of vehicles on 
purpoſe for the uſe of women. 1 

I was ſurpriſed that the Selictar, 2 
inſtead of oppoſing her going away, 
did himſelf order the doors to be o- 
pen'd, and that he received me at 
my return with a very compoſed 


eountenance.. He entreated me, in 


the ſame calm manner, to hear what 


ke had been thinking of. I applaud, 


fays he, your great generoſity. in 
concerning yourſelf with the welfare 
of this young Greek, and think. it 
fo diſintereſted that it excites my ad- 3 
miration. But ſince vou judge her 
worthy of it, your opinion adds 
ſtrength to paſſion with which 
ſhe has inſpired me. She is free, 


continued he, and I don't blame a 


For king more care of her ſatisfac- 3 
tion | 
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tion than mine. But I have one fa- 
your to aſk, of which I promiſe to 
make no ill uſe,” It is not to let her 
to leave this City without my know- 
ledge. Ill ſoon releaſe you from 
your promiſe, adds he; for you 
ſhall know my mind in four days at 
fartheſt, I made no difficulty of 
granting him ſo ſmall. a favour. For 


in being apprehenſive leſt he ſhou'd 


; rate. 


have retain'd ſome reſentment of my 
conduct, I was glad to preſerve! his 
eſteem and friendſhip at ſo caly a 


Some affairs which I bad to tung 
act that day, obliged me to defer vi- 


ting my young Greek till the even- 


ing. I happen'd to meet with Che- 
riber, who told me that the Selictar 
was extreamly pleaſed with his Slave. 
Their ſeeing one another muſt have 
been after I left him. His prudence 
bs” | in 
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in concealing our adventure, encreaꝭ 
ſed my good opinion of . him z and 
Cheriber greatly heighten'd that 
which he had of me, and affured 
me, from what the Selictar had ſaid, Wi 
that Thad not in the world two friends 
who were more entirely devoted to 
my ſervice. | I received this compli« 
ment with all the acknowledgments 
it deſerved. Not being very much | 
concerned to confider in what: theſe 
freſh aſſurances of friendſhip, and 3 
the promiſe which the Selictar had 1 | 
required of me, wou'd end; my 
heart and mind were both perfectly | 
eaſy, and nothing had wrought any 
alteration in either of them, when I 
went to the Language Mutter“ s in 
the evening. Z 

I was told that 1 young a ö 
who had already changed the name 
an e by which ſhe went during 
her 
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her ſlavery, into that of Theofay hac 
expected me with all the ſigns of the 
utmoſt impatience, I went to her, 
and ſhe immediately threw herſelf at 
id. my feet which ſhe embraced with a 
8 flood of tears. I endeavourꝰ'd in vain 
0 bor a long time to raiſe her up. Her 
i+ WT fighs were at firſt the only language 
chat I heard; but as her paſſions ſubs 
ſided, ſhe call'd me a thouſand times 
her Deliverer, her Father, her Guar« 
dian Angel. Tt was impoſſible for - 
me to moderate the tranſports with 
which her ſoul was ſo entirely poſ- 
ſeſs'd. And being moved myſelf e- 
ven to tears with ſuch lively expreſ- 
ſions of gratitude, I had not power 
to put a ſtop to them, but was forced 
to leave her at liberty to vent the o- 
verflowings of her heart. At laſt. 
when I perceived that ſhe was a little 
recover'd, I took her in my arms, 
1 and 
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and having placed. her in a chair, ſatè 
down by her.. 
When ſhe had taken breath a liz 
tle, ' ſhe repeated with more order 
what with broken accents ſhe had 
twenty times begun before, and been 
as often interrupted by torrents of 
paſſion. She admired my goodneſs z 
thank'd me in the moſt affectionate 
manner for my benefits; ardently 
pray'd to Heaven to reward me with 
its choiceſt bleſſings for ſervices which 
the ſhou'd never. be able to return; 
{aid that ſhe did herſelf the greateſt 
violence in ſupprefling her tranſports | 
before the Selictar; that ſhe had not 
ſuffer*d leſs from the delay of my 
viſit, and that ſhe ſhou'd be more 
wretched than ſhe was in her ſlavery 
_ unleſs I believed it would be the con- 
ſtant ſtudy and buſineſs of her life to 
make herſelf worthy of my favours. 
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I interrupted her, to aſſure her that 
ſuch lively and ſincere acknowledg- 
ments greatly outweigh*d all my ſer- 
vices. And with a view of divert- 
ing her tranſports which were I ſaw 
ready to burſt out again, I beg'd ſhe 
wou'd be ſo kind as to inform me 
how long ſince and by what misfor- 
tune ſhe loft her liberty, 

My heart can bear me witneſs that 
notwithſtanding the charms of her 


perſon and the moving diſorder in 


= which I ſaw her at my feet and in my 

W arms, I hitherto felt no ſentiments 
for her but thoſe of compaſſion. My 
natural delicacy prevented any of a 
more tender kind for a girl who came 
out of the hands of a Turk, and in 
whom I expected nothing but exte- 
rior merit, which 1s not uncommon 
in the Seraglioes of the Levant. Thus 
have I the merit of performing a ve- 

ns =. ry 


- — 
— 4 
4 — — #4 ſh > 2s : 2 
> rer 1 2 2 2 
* 12. . a . 
+ — 6 " * * 
* = * — 2 py * —— — 


1 
ry My 
1 
4 
1 
N 
: o 
1 
N 
1 
5 
Ly . 
oy : 
* S 
4 
. 
1 
1 n 
1 
= 
K 
U 


bo | 
14 
5 
1 

| 

4 
j 


— —— E apc IO 


ran — 20 


bs k 1 WF. J 
8 © , 4 9 * Yy 
. Fs 5 
1 
. 4 F 2 1 
. 7 
0 - R = 
y mY * 4 2 2 
+ * i + 
| * IT: alr 71 ee .. Er 
N 2 N 3 1 4 of * * 1 * . 72 
* " 1 
5 1 
CL = 
1 7 
4 2M 
* 2. 
+ oy 


beginning of it deſerves to be cenſu- Wl 


thought more excuſeable. Pol 


ſaid ſhe, as I can remember any thing, 


— ied 7 


— — <a At 


my father paſſed for a ſtranger. As ; 
he always concealed from me the 
Bes of my birth, it is upon his au- 


ry generous action, and yet many ris 
gid Chriſtians will, I doubt not, con- 
demn me for it. He ought, will they 


| fay, to have employ'd the money 


Which he laviſh'd away on his plea- 
ſures, in the ſervice of Religion or 
in the redemption of miſerable Cap- 
tives. I ſubmit this adventure to the 


judgment of my Readers; but if the | . 


red, I fear the ſequel will not be 


The leaft hint of my deſires ſeem- 
ing to have the force of a law with 
Theofa, ſhe promiſed to tell me ve- 
ry ſincerely all that ſhe knew of her 
birth and adventures. As long ſince, Wl 


I lived in a City of the Morea, where 


thority. | 
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J thority only that 1 ſuppoſe myſelf to 


cable. I was hardly fix years old 


= when I was carried to Patras. The 


plenty which I found there after a life 
of indigence, made impreſſions on 
my mind which are not yet worn out, 


| 3 I lived with my father; but had been 


ſome years in this City before I right- 
== ly underſtood my condition, or for 
I what I was deſigned. My father, 
tho' he was not a Slave himſelf nor 
had ſold me, was detain'd in the ſer- 
vice of theTurkiſhGovernor. Some 
little charms which he found in my 
perſon, had ſerved to recommend 
bum t to that Gentlemen, who pro- 
miſed 


ve of a Greek extraction. He was 
very poor, and not having talents to 

make himſelf otherwiſe, brought me 

a- WT up in great poverty; but I can't re- 
collect any circumſtances of a diſtreſs 

of which I was too young to be ſen- 
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was fit for his purpoſes. My father, 


women of his Seraglio, and the hap- 


the Governor was ſo far advanced in 
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miſed to maintain him as long as he 
lived, and to have me carefully edu- 
cated, with no other condition but 
that of being deliver'd up to him, as 
ſoon as I ſhou'd arrive at an age that 


beſides his board and lodging, ob- 
tain'd a ſmall poſt; and I was edu- 
cated under his care by a female Slave : 
of the Governor, who when I was 
hardly ten years old began to inform 
me of my happineſs in pleafing:her 
Maſter, and of the views with which 
he had vndertaken my education, 
What was repreſented as the greateſt 
good fortune, appeared to me in no 
other light, The ſplendor of the 


py manner in which I was told they 
lived, excited my impatience, But 


| TORS that my father fearing the ad» 
vantages 
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I vantages which had drawn him to 


Patras, and which he then received, 


wou'd not be for life, began to re- 
pent of an engagement, the fruits of 


which would probably be of ſo ſhort 


Wa continuance. He did not as yet 
communicate his thoughts to me; 


but having nothing to apprehend 


5 from the principles in which I had 
been educated, he enter'd into a ſe- 


cret correſpondence with the Gover- 


nor's ſon, who had already diſcover- 


ed a great inclination to women, and 
made him the ſame propoſals as his 
father had agreed to. I was ſnaw'd 
to this young Gentleman, and he 
conceived a violent paſſion for me. 
But being more impatient than his 
father, and inſiſting that the time of 
their agreement ſhou'd be ſhorten'd, 

I was deliver'd up to him at an age 
| Vo . D when 


| 
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when I did not know the difergna 
or the Sexes. 

- A taſte of pleaſure, you ſee; could 
no ways be the cauſe of my misfor- 
tunes, and I may rather be ſaid to 

| Have been born in theſe; irregulari- 

ties than to have fallen into them, 

It i is not ſtrange therefore that I ne- 


ver knew either ſhame or remorſe on 


their account. As to any defires of 
gn amorous kind, I was a perfect 
ſtranger to them during my com- 
merce with this young Turk, which 
laſted till the time which the Gover- 
nor had appointed for taking me 
himſelf. His ſon, my father, and 
the Slave who had the care of my e- 
ducation, were all equally confound- 
ed ; but I was far from being ſo, tho? 
I thought that the Governor had the 
belt title to me, He was bony 


4 


and cruel; and my father having un- 
luckily depended upon his death, was 


in a great perplexity. But being at laſt 


overcome by his fears, he reſolved to 
run away with me, without ſaying 
any thing to the Slave or the young 


Turk. He was unfortunate in his 
attempt, and we were both ſeized | 


before we reached the gates of the 


City; but not being a Slave, his en- 
deayour to eſcape was not a crime 
for which he was liable to be puniſh- 


ed. The Governor was however in 
a great paſſion with him, and re- 
proached him with his flight and the 


benefits he had confer'd upon him as 


kinds of treachery and theft. I was 
that very day fhut, up in his Seraglio, 


and was told at night that I ſhou'd - 
have the honour of being enroll'd a. 


mong my Maſter's women. I look*d 


* com- 
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upon this as a great favour, and not 
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comprehending the reaſons of my fac 
ther's flight, was ſurpriſed that he 
ſhou'd all at once __ to o change 
our conditions, 142 
Being prepar'd for the honour 
which was to be confer'd upon me, 
I was at night conducted to the Go- 
, vernor's apartment, who received me 
with great complaiſance and tokens of 

_ endearment, Ar the ſame inſtant 


word was brought him that his ſon 


was very earneſt to ſee him, and that 
his buſineſs was ſo urgent that it 
cou'd not be put off till the morning. 
He was introduced, and every body 
but me order*d to retire. They went 
into an inner room, where they were 
ſome time together, I heard ſome 
very high words, which were fol- 
low'd by a noiſe that began to alarm 
me. The ſon ruſhing out with an 
 affrifhtedair, came to me, took me 


de, S 
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by the hand, and entreated me to 
fly. But afterwards recollecting no 


doubt what he had to fear from the 


Domeſtics, he went away alone, de- 


ceived them by ſome pretended or- 
ders of his father, and left me in the” 


condition he found me, trembling 
with apprehenſion, and not daring 
to go and ſee what had happen'd. 
In about a quarter of an hour the 
Slaves, whom the young Turk had 
told that his father deſired to be 
ſo long alone, came to me; and 
finding me in the place where they 
left me and in a great agony, began 
to ſuſpect ſome miſchief. They aſk- 
ed me ſeveral queſtions, but not be- 
ing able to ſpeak, I pointed to the 
inner room; where they found their 
Maſter ſtab'd with a poniard, and 
weltering in his blood. Their ſhrieks 
n drew together all the women of 

D 3. the 
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the Seraglio, who aſked me the oc- 
caſion of ſo tragical a ſcene. I told 
them what I had heard and ſeen; 
and knowing, little more of the affair 
than they, teſtified nen 
pt by my tears. 

No body doubted but chat che Go 
vernor was kill'd by his ſon and 
this opinion, which was confirm*d by 
the flight of the young Furk, pro- 
duced a very ſingular effeck. The 
women and Slaves of the Seraglio be- 
lieving that they had now no Ma- 
fer, thought of nothing but of ſeiz- 
ing every thing which was moſt va 
luable which came in their way, and 
of taking the opportunity of the 
night to eſcape from their priſon. 
All the doors therefore being ſet wide 


open, I reſolved to go away; and ſo 
much the rather, becauſe no body 
thought it wortk their while to ſay 


I (i 


or do any thing to comfort or detain. 
me. I deſign'd to go to my father's 
apartment which was near the Serag= 
lio, and whither I knew I cou'd ea- 
ſily find my way. I had hardly ta- 
ken twenty ſteps in the dark, but L 
fancied I faw the Governor's ſon, but 
was not ſure of it *till I yentured to 
aſk who he was. He ſaid in a great 
fright that he wanted to know whe- 
ther his father was dead, and if he 
was, that he would immediately ſe- 
cure himſelf by flight. I related all 
F had ſeen, and his grief ſeem'd to 
me to be ſincere. He told me in a 
few words, that he went to his fa- 
ther with more fear than anger to in- 
form him of his commerce with me, 

that his father was ſo enraged at tke 
diſcovery that he attempted: to ſtab» 
him with his poniard, and that he 
could not poſſibly prevent him by, 
| D.. any 
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any method but the terrible one 
which he had taken, He deſired me 
to accompany him in his flight; but 
as he was very earneſtly preſſing me 
to do it, we were ſurrounded by ſeve- 
ral perſons who knew him, and who, 
upon the noiſe of his guilt, were 
come to apprehend him. I was left” 
at my liberty, and run as faſt as 1. 
_ cou'd to my father, who received me T 
with tranſports of joy. 
Not caring to act any part in ſo 
5 ſhocking a ſcene, he immediately 
propoſed to quit the City, and to 
take me and every thing which he 
had ſcraped together during his a- 
bode at Patras along with him. * 
did not tell me what were his 
views in this, and I was too ſimple 
to apprehend any thing of them. We 
were ſuffer'd to depart without any 
obſtruction. But we were hardly 2 
ö c out 
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out to ſea, when he talk'd to mẽ in 
a manner that very much afflicted. 
me. Tou are young, ſays he, and 
endow'd by Nature with every thing 
that is requiſite to raiſe a woman to 
the higheſt fortune; and I am car- 
rying you to a place where you may 

reap great benefit fram your uncom- 
mon qualifications: But you muſt 
bind yourſelf by an oath to follow 

my directions, and he urged me to 
make it in terms whicn he thougit 
the moſt inviolable. I was exceed- 
ingly unwilling to comply; for hav- 
ing a little reflected on my late com- 
merce, I perceived that in engage- 
ments of. this nature I ſhou'd find 

more pleaſure in being guided by my 
own choice than by his. The ſon of 
the Governor of Patras, in whoſe: 
hands I had been, made no-impreſ- 
kon on my heart; while Iſaw ſeve- 
| D 5 ral 
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ral young men with whom I ſhow) 
not have been unwilling to have en- 
ter'd into ſuch. a familiarity. Pa- 
ternal authority however was too 
heavy a yoke for me to reſiſt ; and 
J was as it were forced to comply 
with his deſire. We arrived at Con- 
ſtantinople; and I ſpent the frſt twoi 
or three months in acquiring. the 
manners and accompliſhments which. 
render women agreeable, and are. 
moſt taking in this Metropolis. L 
was not then above fifteen, My fa- 
ther was continually. flattering me 
with. a fortune which would. exceed. 
my utmoſt hopes, but without. ſay- 
ing what it was. One day. in his re- 
turn from the City he did not per- 
cCeive that he was follow'd by two 
men who watch! d him into the houſe, 
and then calling ſome of the neigh- 
hours to their affiſtance, came.in af- 


4 
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ter him. They knock'd ſo furiouſly 
at our door that my father was very 
much frighten'd,. and ſent me into 
the next room. The moment he let 
them in, he was ſeized by a man 
| whom he ſeem'd to know; for he 
| was ſtruck. quite ſpeechleſs at the 
; fight of him, and remain'd ſome time 

| without anſwering ſeveral reproaches- 

and accuſations which I heard very 
diſtinctly. He was call'd. a traytor, 
and a rogue who had long eſcap'd 
the hands of Juſtice, and who ſhou'& 
now pay dear for his thefts and trea- 
ehery. He made no attempt to ju- 
ſtify himſelf, and finding, it impoſ- 
ſible to eſcape, went without reſiſt. 
ance before a Cadi or Magiſtrate. A 
ſoon as J was a little come to myſelf, 
Ecover'd my head with a veil, and 


De Fair Greek. 


but little difficulty in getting near e- 


nough to hear what was alledged a- 
gainſt him, and the ſentence which 


immediately follow'd his confeſſion. 
He was charged with ſeducing the 


wife of a Greek Lord whoſe ſteward 
he was, with running away oy! her 
and a daughter of two years old 


whom ſhe had by her huſband, and 


with robbing his maſter at the ſame 
time of every thing which he found 
in the houſe that was moſt valuable. 


Not being able to deny his crimes, 


he only endeavoured to excuſe them, 
by calling Heaven to witneſs that he 
only yielded to the importunities of 
the Lady, that ſhe alone was guilty 


of the robbery, and that he had not 
made the leaſt advantage of it; ha- 
ving himſelf been ſo unfortunate as 


to be ſtript of all he had, and to be 


* reduced to the greateſt diſtreſs. 


When 
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When he was aſked what was become 
of the mother and her daughter, he 
proteſted they were both dead. Not- 


withſtanding my ſhame of being de- 


ſcended from ſuch a father, my grief 
was juſt ready to break forth into 


cries and tears, when he entreated _ 


the Cadi to hear him a few words in 
private. What he ſaid ſeem'd to 
have ſoften'd the Judge, and ſerved 
at leaſt to defer the execution of his 


ſentence. He was lead to priſon, and 


a delay ſo contrary to. cuſtom was 
look'd upon as a good omen. As 
for me, the beſt courſe that I cou'd: 
think of in ſuch deplorable circum- 
ſtances was to return to our lodgings, © 
and there wait the event of ſo melan- 
choly an affair. But coming near the 
houſe, I ſaw a great mob about the 
door; and enquiring the occaſion of 
it, was told what. knew but too well, 
| before, 


62 The Fair Greelt. 


before, with this addition, that all 
my father's effects were ſeized :: For 

the goods of Criminals it ſeems,. ac- 
cording to the cuſtom of this City, 
are all forfeited as ſoon as the ſen- 
tence of their death is pronounced. 
This was ſuch an addition to my ſor- 
rows, that not being able to conceal 
myſelf, T conjured a Turkiſh wo- 
man to have ſome compaſſion on the 
wretched daughter of the Greek who- 
kad been juſt condemned to die. She 
lifted up my veil to obſerve my coun-- 
& trenance, and ſeeming to be affected 
buy my tears, lead me into her houſe: 
W with the conſent of her huſband. 
They greatly magnified the ſervices 
& which they did me, and the terror I 
if was in did it yet more. I left them 
to diſpoſe of me as they pleaſed, and 
thought I ow'd them the life which. 


— care of. I had 
however. - 
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However the ſame hopes which eve- 

ry body elſe had conceived: from the 

delay of the Cadi. But in a few days 

my Hoſts mee . | 
execution 

In aGey there I knew ao-foul, at 

the age of fifteen, with ſo little know 

ledge of the world, and ſtung to the 

heart by ſo mortifying. a diſgrace, I 

thought myſelf condemned for the 

reſt of my life to misfortune and 

wretchedneſs. The deſperateneſs of 

my condition made me reflect on the 

former part of my life, in order to- 

find ſome rule to conduct myſelf by 

for the future. By all the traces of 

it which remain'd, I found that m/ 

education had turn'd upon two prin 1 

44 Cciples ;- by: one I was taught to res 

23 gard men as the only ſource of th? 

felicity of women, and by the ore 

that we might by complaiſance, . 


wa. — 


g 


miſſion and fondneſs acquire a ſort ß 
empire over- them, which would in; 
their turn make them dependant on: 
us, and enable us to obtain of them 
every thing that is requiſite to our 
happineſs. Whatever I found in- 
comprehenſible in the deſigns of my 
father, I remember'd that all his 
views were directed towards wealth 
and plenty. As he had taken great 
pains to cultivate my natural endow-. 
ments ſince our arrival at Conſtanti- 
nople, ſo he was perpetually telling 
me that I might reaſonably hope for 
a thouſand advantages above the ge- 
nerality of my ſex. He may there- 
fore rather be ſaid to have expected 
them from me, than to have had the 
power of procuring them: or if his 
addreſs was to open me the way and 
point out the means, I was to make 
thoſe means ſucceſsful, and to pro- 
Bonden cure 
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cure for him part of the riches to 
which he made me aſpire. And has 
his death, ſaid I, deprived me of the 
benefits which he has a thouſand 
times told me I have received of Na- 
ture? This way of reaſoning, which 
daily gather'd new ſtrength, put a 
thought into my head, by which 1 
fancied I might be enabled to diſ- 
charge the debt of gratitude which I 
ow?d to my Hoſts. This was to tell 
them in what my father ſuppoſed I 
might be uſeful, and to inſpire them 
with the ſame hopes which he had. 
I was ſo delighted with this ſcheme, 
that I reſolved to impart it to them! 
the next day, * 

But a thought which my ampllei⸗ 
ty had ſuggeſted to me, had not fail- 
ed to offer itſelf to perſons who had 
much more experience and cunhing.' 
Some charms in the face of a Stran- 


| 66 u. Far Greek 
1 ger, who had no acquaintance not 


friends at Conſtantinople, were the 
only motive which induced my Tur- 
kiſh Hoſteſs to concern herſelf in 
my affaits. She had in concert with 
her huſband laid a ſcheme which ſhe 
hoped: to bring me to approve of ; 
and the very day in which I deſignꝰd 
to acquaint her with mine, was that 
which ſhe had choſen to inform me 
of hers. She aſk'd me ſeveral que- 


tions concerning my family and the 


place of my birth, both which ſeem- 


mented me upon my beauty, ſhe of« 
my wiſhes, if 1 would follow her 


| counſels and give myſelf up to her 
* conduct. I know a rich Merchant, 


ed by the anſwers 1 made to fivour 
her deſigns. Having at laſt compli- 


10 
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thing that may contribute to their fa- 


tisfaction. He has ten already, but 
the hand ſomeſt of them is much in- 
ferior to you; and as you will cer- 


tainly engroſs his whole affection, you. - 


need not doubt but that he will do- 


She expatiated very much on the af- 
fluence in which he lived, and con- 
cluded with telling me, that I ought. 


not to queſtion the teſtimony of her 


been long employꝰd in his ſervice, 
and were daily aſtoniſhed at the hleſ. 
fings which their Prophet ſhower d 
down on ſo: worthy a man. 

| She finiſh*d this picture with 2 great 
deal of art; and I was the rather 
inclined to like it, becauſe ſhe had 
prevented and ſpared me the paia- 


and confuſion of communicating my 


— of 


| 
| 


more for you than for all the others. 
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of what I aim'd at, in the Lover ſhe 
propoſed: My father had always 
taught me to aſpire to elevation of 
rank as well as riches. The-name of 
a Merchant ſuited ill with my pride. 
I made this objection to my Hoſts, 
who were fo far from allowing it to 
be a reaſonable one, that they inſiſted 
the more on my accepting the offers 
= which were made me, and ſeem'd at 
W laſt to be greatly affronted by my 
ſcruples and reſiſtance. I perceived 
that what they affected to leave to 
my choice, had been ſettled and a- 
greed on before between themſelves, 
and perhaps with the Merchant alſo 


made me the more averſe from their 
propoſal; but diſſembling my diſ- 
pleaſure, I deſired till next morning 
to determine. The reflections which 
I made during the reſt of the day ha- 
ä | ving 
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ving encreaſed my reluctance, 1 
thought at night of a project which 
you would attribute to diſpair, were 
I not to aſſure you that I reſolved up- 
on it with great tranquillity. As ſoon 
as I imagined that my Hoſts were a- 
fleep, I left their houſe in the ſame 
condition in which I firft came to it, 
and rambled all alone up and down 
the ſtreets of Conſtantinople, with 
the extravagant deſign of applying 
to ſome perſon of diſtinction to take 
care of my fortune. A ſcheme which 
was concerted ſo ill, cou'd hardly 


ſucceed well. But I did not find out 


this 'till the morning; when having 
paſt the night in great perplexity, 1 
ſaw no probability of extricating my- 
felf out of it even when the day ap- 
peared. I found no body in the 
ſtreets from whom T cou'd expect 
more aſſiſtance than from thoſe I had 
| forſaken, 


1 ting at length the better of my cou- 


Y 
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ben Tho? I cou'd eaſily diſtin? 
guiſh the houſes of the Great, yet 1 
{aw no probability of gaining admiſ- 
ſion; and my timorouſneſs with 
which I had ſo long ſtruggled, get- 


rage, I thought myſelf more wretch- 


| ed than I was immediately after the 
death of my father. 


returned from whence Icame, had it 


I ſhou'd have 


been poſſible for me to have found 
my way thither. Being now fully 
convinced of my folly, I was terribly 
frighten'd, and look*d Am . ruin 


as inevi itable. 


I was as ignorant all this while of 


the evils which threaten'd me, as of 


the means of procuring the condition 


I fought after. My fears had no fixt 


okject, and hunger, with which 1 


— to be ſorely eee, was at 


which 4 


V. 
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which was my only guide, having 
lead me to the Slave-Market, I aſk- 
ed who a troop of women whom I 
ſaw drawn up in a rank under an 
arch, were, I was no ſooner told 
for what they were deſigned, but I 
look*d upon this as a very lucky op- 
portunity for me. I went to them, 
and taking my poſt at one end of 
their line, flatter d myſelf if I had 
the perfections of which my father 
had ſo often boaſted, that I ſhou'd - 
not be long without being taken no- 
tice of. As the faces of all my Com- 
panions were veil*d, I did not im- 
mediately gratify the deſire which I 
had of ſhowing mine. The Market 
was now begun; and I cou'd not ſee ſe- 
veral perſons buſy in viewing women 
who ſeem*d to me of very little va- 
Jue, without being very impatient to 
lift up my veil. No body obſerved 


that Ii 
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i that I was a Stranger in the troop, or 
gueſs'd at the deſign which brought 
me thither. As ſoon as I ſhew'd my 


face, the ſpectators, amaz'd at my 
youth and perſon, all flock*d about 
me. I heard them enquiring on all 
ſides to whom I belonged, and the 


Slave - Merchants themſelves were ſur- 
priſed and aſk'd the ſame queſtion: 


And as nobody cou'd ſatisfy them, 
they applied at laſt to me. I told 


them I was to be ſold, and aſk'd, in 


my turn, who they were who were 


willing to purchaſe me. So extraordi- 
nary an adventure drew a ſtill greater 


crowd about me. The Merchants as 
well as others offer*d me terms which 


I diſdain'd. Some anfwer*d my que- 
ſtions concerning their name, rank 
and fortune; which not ſatisfying my 
ambition, I perſiſted to reject their 
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creaſed the aſtoniſhment of my ad- 


mirers. I ſaw at a diſtance a woman 
who had. ſomething to eat, and be- 


ing cruelly pinch*d by hunger, ran to 
ker, and conjured her to relieve my 


urgent neceſſity. She granted my re- 


queſt, and I deyoured the food ſhe 
gave me with a greedineſs which, ſur- 
priſed all who ſaw it. I beheld com- 
paſſion in ſome, curioſity in others, 
and looks of love and defire in the 


faces of almoſt all the men. Theſe 


impreſſions which J fancied I diſco- 
ver'd, ſupported the opinion. which 


I had of myſelf, . and perſuaded me 


that this ſcene would end to my ad- 
vantage. 
After a thouſand 3 which 
I refuſed to anſwer, the crowd gave 
way to a man, who as he was going 
by had enquired the occaſion of it, 
Vol, I. E 2 and 
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and was coming to fatisfy his curio- 
fity. Though the reſpect which was 
mon him, diſpoſed me to receive 
him with more complaiſance, yet I 
did not vouchſafe to reply to the que- 
ſions he aſked me, till T had learnt 
from his own mouth that he was the 
Steward or Superintendant of Baſſa 
Cheriber. I deſired to know ſeveral 
particulars concerning his Maſter, 
and was told that he had been Baſſa 
of Egypt, and was immenſely rich. 
After this, if you find me capable, 
faid I in a whiſper, of pleaſing your 
Maſter, pray be ſo good as to pre- 
ſent me to him. He did not ſuffer 
me to make this requeſt a ſecond 
time, but taking me by the hand, 
lead me to his chariot which he had 
quirted to come and ſee me. I heard 
whe murmurs of thoſe who ſaw me 
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PORE and their conjectures upon 
an event which appeared to them 
more myſterious than ever. 

As we went along the Baſſa's Stew- 


ard aſkd me what were my views, 
and by what accident a young Greek, 


as by my dreſs he perceived me to be, 
happen'd to be in the Market alone 
and at her own diſpoſal. I told him 
a ſtory which was not very improba- 
ble, but betray'd in it ſimplicity e- 


nough to make him conclude that he 


might make an advantage of the ſer - 
vice which he was going to do his 


Maſter. The joy I felt at falling into : 
ſuch good hands made me loſe all my 
views of | intereſt, and think of no- 


thing but how IL might ſhow my gra- 


titude to my benefactors. I made no 
objection to the Ste wardꝰs requeſt of 


owning” that he had bought me of a 
Slaye-Merchant. He promiſed on this 
ſe 18127 E 2 co 
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whimſies, I was really as happy as a- 
ny chimerical bleſſings cou'd render 


ri when m_ a fortnight's pro- 


fices with the Baſſa, that I ſhou*d 


ſoon obtain the feſt rank in his e- 


ſteem, and he inſtructed me before- 


hand in the methods I muſt take to 


pleaſe him. And having indeed pre- 


judiced him in my favour, my' firſt 


reception fell very little ſhort of my 

moſt raiſed ideas. I was ſettled in 
an apartment as magnificent as any 
of thoſe which you ſaw there, and 
paſſed ſeveral days alone, to receive 
the inſtructions which were to fit me 
for my ſtation. And all this time, 
in which I had the pleaſure of being 


attended with the greateſt aſſiduity, 


and of being gratified in all my de- 
ſires and even my moſt extravagant 


me. My ſatisfaction was even en- 


Paration, 


TH 
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T Paration, the Baſſa told me that he 
| thought me more amiable than all 
his other women, and added to the 
favours I had already received ſuck 
a profuſion of new ones as glutted my 
utmoſt wiſhes, Age had made him 
moderate in his deſires, but he viſit- 
ed me regularly ſeveral times a day; 
and my vivaciy and the chearful air 
which diſcover'd itſelf in all I ſaid or 
did, ſeemꝰd to amuſe him. This ſi- 
tuation, in which L lived ſome 
months, was without doubt the hap- 
pieſt of my whole life. But I inſen- 
ſibly grew too familiar with the thing 
which, charmed me ſo much at firſt, 
and quickly loſt all reliſh of a happi- 
neſs with; which my, ſenſes were no 
longer affected. My, pride was not 
only not ſooth'd with the readines 
with which I was obey*d,. but I had 
nothing left to command. The ſplen- 
E 3 : dor 
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dor of my apartment, the profuſion 
and luſtre of my jewels, and the 
ſumptuouſneſs of my apparel wore no 
longer the illuſive forms in Which 1 
firſt beheld them. In a thouſand un- 
eaſy moments in which I was a bur 

den to myſelf, Taddreſs'd myſelf to 

every thing that ſurrounded me: 

Make me happy ſaid I to my gold 
and jewels, but they were deaf and 
anſwer'd me not. I knew not what 


| was the matter with me, and fancied 


myſelf attack'd by ſome difenſe to 
Wich T was a ſtranger. I impartet 
my thoughts to the Baſſa, who had 
obſerved the alteration of my tem- 
per. I had difcover'd x paſſion for 


FA * * 


An and was Ns . 


but 1 SAT fome Nun of eve 
Ty day alone. And the Baſſa ĩmagin- 


1 ing chat this might be the occaſton f 


i 2 2 My 


* 


my melancholy, ae me a Puno | 
ſal of entering into the common, a. 

partment of the women, from whom 
I had been ſeperated only by way of 
diſtinction, The novelty of this 
quigken'd my ſenſes. a little : 3 was 
diverted by their dancing and little 
parties of pleaſure, and flatter'd my- 


ſelf as we were in the fame circum- 


f 


ſtances, that there might be a, fimi- 


 liryde in our complexions and incli- 


nations, They were not very ready 


to be acquainted with me, and I was 
ſoon diſguſted with their company ; 


their deſires being low and grovel- 
ling, and not at all correſpondent 
with mine tho I hardly knew what 


they were. In this ſociety * lived 


near four months, without at all con- 
cerning myſelf with the tranſactions 
of it; faithful to my Maſter, endea- - 
vouring to offend no body, and more 
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beloved by my Companions tham I 
deſired to be. The Baſſa, without 
N being more remiſs in his care of his 
Seraglio, began to loſe the inclina- 
tion which had in ſo particular a 
manner attached him to me. This 
wou'd have given me great uneaſi⸗ 
neſs at firſt, but as if my paſſions 
had changed with my humour, I now 
beheld his coldneſs with equal indif- 
ference. I fell ſometimes into fits of 
muſing and penſiveneſs, of which 1 
remember' d nothing when I came to 
myſelf. My deſires, methought, 
were more extenſive than my ideas, 
and my ſoul ſeem?d to thirſt after it 
knew not what. I aſked myſelf here, 


33 


a8 I. had done i in my ee apart- 


_ Tz 


| {fon of all I had wiſhed for ? Or 


whether! in a place in which I had'i ima- ; 


4 694 that all bleſſings were collected 


mg ul 


it © | 


& together, there might not be ſome un- 
ue | taſted bliſs, capable of diſſipating my 
113 clouds of grief and melancholly. Lou 
a- ſaw me amuſing myſelf with my pen- 
24 cil ; tis the only pleaſure of which I 
18 had any reliſn left: And even this, 
l- tho“ I never knew for what reaſon, 
8 would frequently ſeem taſteleſs and 
| inſipid, for a long time together. Th 
This was my ſituation when the 
Baſſa introduced you into his Serag- 
lio, This favour, which he had ne- 
ver granted any body before, made 
me wait with great impatience for 
the event df it. He commanded us 
to dance, which I did with unuſu- 
al thoughtfulneſs and diſtraction of 
mind; and my uneaſineſs ſoon made 
me return to my place. I know not 
what I was thinking of when you 
came to me, but am perſuaded what- 
ever queſtion you aſk d me, that my 
; E anf wer 
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-anſwer muſt have a tincture of ty 
diſquiet: But your rational diſcourſe 
ſoon tender'd me exceedingiy atten- 
tive: A ſweet· tuned iniſtrument which 


idea, were in a moment as deeply 
rooted in my mind, as tho“ they had 
been always familiar to me. I liften- 
ed with the greateſt eagerneſs to eve- 
ry thing you ſaid, and never inter- 
rupted you by my queſtions, becauſe 
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J had never heard before, cou'd not 
have made a deeper impreſſion. Tne- 


ver methought had heard any thing 
which tallied ſo exactly with my ideas | 


and in this 1 was more confirmed, 


when you informed me of the happi- YL 
try, and told me in what it conſiſted, 
and what the men did to contribute to 
it. The names of Virtue, Honour, and 
Prudence, of which from your bare 


mentioning of them J form'd an 


my 
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ar own heart inſtantly bore, witneſs 
to the truth of all you utter d. Che- 
2 put an end to this raviſhing.c dil 
ecurſe; but 1 did not loſe a fi ingle 
ſyllable of it: as ſoon as you was 
Sone, I. 1 even its minuteſt 
circumſtances, It was all enchant- : 
ment, and has from that moment 
been the only ſubject of my thoughts 
all the day, and of my dreams at 
night. There is then a Country- 
ſaid I, where riches and done re are 
not the only bleſſings "There © are 
,men who.don' t eſteem. beauty as the 
only merit of a woman]! She may 
haye other perfections to recommend 
her, and other joys to aim at! But 
how has it happen'd that [ haye ne- 


ver once dreamt of a felicity that is 


ſo enchanging and ſo ſuitable to my 
temper ? Tho' I long'd for a farther 


Son of this matter which 1 ne- 
| £4 © ver 
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'ver had an opportunity of aking of 
you, yet I found the violence of ny 
deſires ſufficient to give me an high 


idea of the things which occaſiond 
ſuch emotions, I ſhou'd not have 
pauſed a moment about quitting the 
Seraglio, had it been poſſible for me 
to get out. I ſhou'd have ſought for 
you in every part of the City, to 
have learnt a thouſand things which 
T longed to know, to have made 
you repeat what you had told me he- 
fore, to have been charmed with 
your voice again, and glutted with a 
pleaſure of which I had only taſted, 
There was one thing however that 
gave me ſome hopes, and it was that 
which made me uſe fo little caution 
at firſt with the Superintendant of the 
Baſſa. Not being born a Slave nor 
having ever been ſold, I was per- 
-Juaged if I hou'd at any time hap- 


pen 
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pen to be weary of my condition, = | 
that no body could detain mie againſt 
my will. I ſuppoſed therefore that 
TI had nothing to do but to make my 
caſe known to the Baſſa. But as I 
had ſometimes an opportunity of ſee- 
ing the Superintendant, who had the 
care of repairing the Seraglio, I re- 
ſolved firſt of all to diſcloſe my mind 

to him. He had kept his word with 
me; I was ſatisfied with his care and 
ſervices, and did not doubt but that 
he was ſtill as ready to oblige me as 
ever. As ſoon however as he un- 
derſtood the drift of my diſcourſe, 
he aſſumed an air of great gravity 
and coldneſs, and ſeem'd to be en- 


tirely ignorant of the grounds of my Wl 


pretenſions; and when I offer'd to 
remind him of my ſtory, was ex- 
ceedingly aſtoniſh'd that I ſhou'd for- 

get that he had bought me of a Slave- 
Mierchang 


Merchant. I plainly perceived that 
the had:betray'd: me; but the vio- 


lence of my grief did not however 


hinder me from conſidering that re- 
proaches and complaints would be to 
no purpoſe, I entreated him with 
tears in my eyes to do me juſtice. 
But he uſed me in a rougher manner 


than he had ever done before; and 


aſſuring me that I was inevitably a 
Slave for the reſt of my.life, adviſed 


me never to talk in this manner a- 


gain, unlefs I deſired that his Maſter 
ſmou'd be informed of it. 

The clouds which had hitherto 
veiPd the wretehedneſs of my fate, 
were now entirely vaniſnid. My 


reaſon had, I know not how, acqui- 
red more ſtrength from the ſniort con- 


verſition which I had with your than 
Trom all the exerciſe IJ had given it 


_ Hom me am time. I was ſo 


how y 


11 
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heartily aſham'e of the former part 
of my life, that I did not dare ſo 
much as to look back upon it; and 
the principles which you had ſown in 
my heart, render'd me as dt were a 
new creature, and furniſhed me win 
an infinite number of reflections which 
made me ſee every thing with other 
eyes. In this cruel ſituation I found 
myſelf poſſeſsꝰd of ſurpriſing cou- 
rage; and being more determined 
than ever to open the gates of my 
priſon, I thought it adviſeable to tny 
a thoufand methods of art and ꝓru- 
dence before I had recourſe to thoſe 
of deſpair. That of diſcovering my 
deſigns to the Baſſa ſeemꝭd to me to 
be the moſt dangerous. It weud 
have expoſed me to his diſpleaſure 
and to the malice of his Superinten- 
dant, and have made all other ways 
more difficult. It came into my head 
al t to 
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88 
to apply to you to whom all the al- 
teration which 1 found in myſelf was 


ſeſs'd in my favour, that you would 


| , : 2 7 0 
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muſt receive its perfection. I flatter- 
ed myſelf as you was a little prepoſ- 


not refuſe me your aſſiſtance. My 
only difficulty was how to +make you 
ſenſible of my need of it. I ventured 
to ſound a Slave, who had been al- 
ways very aſſiduous in attending me. 
She was as zealous as I cou*d deſire 


to ſerve me, but as much a priſoner 
as myfelf, and it: would have been 
criminal in her to have went out of 
the Seraglio. All therefore which 
ſhe could do was to offer me the al- 
ſiſtance of her brother, who was in 
the ſervice of the Baſſa. I reſolved 
do run the riſk of accepting it, and 
gave my Slave the letter which 
42 nn not nn. ſince you could 


have 
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have no other motive to procure my 
Hberty. But this ſtep plunged: me 
into a new difficulty for ſome days. 
One of my Companions, gueſſing by 
the anxiety of my looks that I had 
ſome very extraordinary affair in 
hand, watched me ſo narrowly, that 


the ſaw me write and deliver my let- 


| ter to the Slave. She ſoon found an 
opportunity of talking to me alone; 


and telling me what ſhe had ſeen and 


that I was abſolutely in her power, 


ſhe in her turn entruſted me with an 
intrigue, in whick ſhe had been for 
ſome weeks engaged. She entertain- 
ed a young Turk, who raſhly ventu- 
red his life to viſit her. He uſed to 
get along the top of the Seraglio till 


he was directly over her windowz and 
to deſcend by means of à ladder 6f 


ropes. Tho? I had'a communication 


| 
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yet. I til kept my fieſt apartment to 
myſelf. The ſituation of it ſeemꝰd 
more commodious for the intrigue 
of my artful Companion; and what 
ſhe deſited of me was to . her 
Lover there for ſome days, where ſhe 
might ſee him with more en 
rt in her own. chamber. 
This propoſition greatly dm 
me, but my fears of being betray'd 
iobliged me not to ſhow my diſlike 
of it. What ſhe bad raſhly told me, 
did not make it ſafe for me to deny 
her; for I had no proof of the con- 
ſeſñion ſhe had made, and ſhe might 
upon my refuſal have diſcontinved 
her commerce with her Gallant; 
whereas my letter and the two Slaves 
I had entruſted, might at any time 
be evidences againſt me. I ſubmit- 


<4 


. 


| 


ted therefore to every thing which 
he thought proper to impoſe upon 


N 5 


me, 
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me, and her Lover was introduced 
the neut night! I was: obliged, to 
deceive the Slaves who attended me, 
to quit ny bed while they were as 
eep, and to conduct the Turk into 
a cloſet of which 1 ound _ the | 
key. This was the pla | 
my Companion propoſed t0 entertain 
him in the day time. It. required 
ſome dexterity to ſnun the eyes of a 
great number of women and Slaves; 
but as the Seraglio was, very ſecure, 
they were not much alarmed at miſ- 
gang us now and then, and its nu- 
merous apartments were very waren 
| rable to theſe little excurſions. 
The young Turk, tho? Webel | 
wok me for. a moment or two by 
the light of a wax - candle, had con- 
ceĩved the fame ſentiments for mie 
which he had for my Companion. In 


| the firſ-wiſie-which the made him by 
69 tiv ff the ' 
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the means of my key which I had gi 
ven her, ſhe obſerved à coldneſs in 
him which ſhe could not long aſcribs 
to his fears. He endeavour'd to find 
reaſons for wiſhing that I might be 
Preſent at one part of their inter- 
view; but they were ſo frivolous; 
that ſhe immediately ſuſpected his 
"infidelity, and reſolved to ſatisfy her 
doubts. I did not oppoſe the re» 
queſt which ſhe made of giving her 
my company. Her Gallant ſhows 
ed ſo little regard for her, that I was 
greatly ſhock'd at his behaviour, and 
Highly approv d her reſolution ta ſend 
him away the next night® The con- 
fuſion which this gave him only en- 
ereaſed her jealouſy, and his eyes tod 
plainly told me that I was the oeca 
ſiom of it. But his puniſhment uns 
much greater than his crime. As ſhe 
| Was delking him to get out of the 
5 81 4 window, 
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window, ſhe cruelly threw him down, 
and he was kill'd by his fall. She 
herſelf inform'd me the next day of 
the barbarous manner in which — 
had revenged her injuries. 


She did not conſider thee he- hae 
drawn his rope-ladder after him, and 


that this and the unhappy: condition 


he was in, would preſently difcover 
the nature of his enterprize. But it 
was not however eaſy to know from 
which window he had fallen, becauſe 
there were ſeveral which look'd into 
Cheriber's houſe was not the leſs on 
this account, and the effects of it im- 


mediately reach'd the Seraglio. He 


himſelf queſtion'd all his women, and 
order*d all ſuſpected places to be 
ſearched; but no diſcovery was made, 


and I was aſtoniſhed at the great com- 


poſure and-/ tranquillity, with which 
75 iy „„ ._- 
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my Comrade, beheld the ſtorm ſhe 


had raiſed. The Saperintendant at 
length miſtruſted me, but did not 


impart his ſuſpicions to his P 1 ft 2 


- He told me as he knew the chimeras 


of which my head was ſo full, he 


did not doubt but that it was I Who 


had diſturbed che peace of the 8e. 
raglio, and deſigned perhaps to | 
procure my liberty by a criminal 
correſpondence. The threats by 
which he endeavour'd to extort a 
confeſſion from me, occaſioned me 
little concern; but when he talk'd 
of ſeizing the Slaves I had truſted, I 
gave myſelf over for loſt. He ob- 
ſerved my conſternation; and being 
about to execute his purpaſes, laid 
me under a neceſſity of telling Him 
what I couꝰd not ſuffer Him to find 
out himſelf, without expoſing the 


wretched Slaves to periſh by the cru. 


＋ 
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as his rigor had terrified me, and 1 
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the irregularities of another was tlie 
cauſe of my diſcovering myſelf; I 
own'd to the Superintendant that I 


was endeavouring to obtain my liber- 


ty by means Which the Baſſa himſelf 


that I would no longer inſiſt on it a8 
my right, nor think of obtaining it 
but as a Slave, and at the price which 
the Baſſa ſhould demand for it. He 
aſked me to whom I had applied, and 
] was obliged to tell him to you. My 


ſincerity was the means of concealing 
the intrigue of my Companion; and 


the Superintendant ſeeming to be 
pleaſed with what I had told him, 
aſſured me that he would willingly in 
this ſhape eeneribute to * n 
tion. 


His cod nature e ſurptiſed 8 


am 
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eleſt tortures. Thus an enquity into 


would approve; and I aſſured him 
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am ſtill ignorant of the motives of it. 
But being overjoy'd at ſeeing ſo great 
an obſtacle removed out of my way, 
I ſent ſeveral times to you to know 
if my prayers had made any impreſ- | 
ſion upon you. Your | anſwer. was 
doubtful. -I am at preſent howeyer 
happily convinced by experience that 
you condeſcended to think of a miſe· 
rable Slave, and that I owe my li- 
berty to the moſt ane 1 all 
mankind. | 
If the Reader "ooh n ig a hep 
jw the reflections in peruſing, this re- 
lation whick I did in hearing it, he 
will naturally expect thoſe which fol- 
Jow., I found the Genius of this 
young Greek did not fall ſhort of the 
deſcription which Cheriber had given 
me of it. I was even aſtoniſh*d, as 
Nature had been her only Tutor, at 


her, ran ging her adventures in ſo much 
_ order 


1 | 
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order, and that ſhe ſhou'd, in her ac- 
count of her contemplations and mu- 
fings, give ſuch a Philoſophical turn 
to the greateſt part of her ideas. Her 
method of explaining them was very 
judicious, and *tis impoſſible to ſuſ- 
pect that ſhe borrow'd them of others, 
in a Country where ſubjects of this 
kind are very rarely ſtudied. I con- 


cluded therefore that I diſcoverꝰd in 
her a very ſtrong and fruitful Genius, 


which being accompanied by a very 


ſtriking perſon, wou d without doubt 
render her a very extraordinary e © 
man. There was nothing in her ſtory. 
that ſeem'd at all improbable to me: 
for in the few months which Ihad been 
at Conſtantinople, I had daily heard 


ſtranger adventures of Slaves of her 
ſex, and the ſequel of this Hiſtory: 


will furniſh the Reader with ſeveral. 


Neither was I ſurpriſed at the account 
1. F which 
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which ſhe gave of her education, Alb 
the Provinces of Turkey abound with WM 
infamous fathers, who train up their 
daughters for proſtitution, and have 
no other trades to live by, nor any 
other hopes of advancing their _ 
tune. 
But when Foonkdertd ds beapres 
Gras which ſhe pretended to have 
received from a momentary conver- 
ſation, and the motives ſhe might 
have of wiſhing to be obliged to me 
for her liberty; I cou'd not eaſily be- 
heve that the ſimplicity. and inno- 
cence of her air and behaviour were 
not aſſumed to ſerve her deſigns. The 
more I perceived of acuteneſs and 
wit, the more I was ſuſpicious of ar- 
tifice ; and the pains ſhe ſeveral times 
took to make me obſerve her ſimpli- 
city, was the very thing that made 
me een her. The lincerity of the 

Greeks 


- 


Greeks is as much a proverb now as 
formerly, The moſt favourable con- 
ſtruction therefore which I cou*d-put; 
upon her behaviour was, that being 
weary of a Seraglio, and charmed 
with the proſpect of a life of greater 
freedom, ſhe wanted to quit Cheri- 
ber only to change her condition; 
and that ſhe deſired to inſpire” me 
with ſentiments of affection ; and 
imagined ſhe attacked me in the 
weakeſt part, in making this uſe of . 
my converſation with her. If be» 
lieved that there was any truth in her 
deſcriptions of the great emotions of 
her heart and mind, it was eaſy to 
aſſign the cauſe. of them, by ſuppo- 
ſing it impoſſible for one of her age 
to enjoy much pleaſure with an Old 
man: And ſhe herſelf indeed had ta- 
ken notice of the moderation of the 
N And to conceal nothing, I was 
2 EE then 
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then in the prime of my life; and 
cou'd not think it ſtrange that my 
perſon, unleſs I have been greatly 
flatter*d, ſhou'd make an impreſſion 
on a young girl who was immured in 
a Seraglio, and had, I ſuppoſed, as 
great a warmth of conſtitution as vi- 
vacity of mind. Beſides, I obſerv- 
ed, I thought, a vehemence in the 
expreſſions of her joy, which ill a- 
greed with her ideas of the former 
part of her life, Her great tranſ-' 
ports ſeem'd to be too ſudden, and 
not to have ſufficient grounds. For 
unleſs there was ſomething miracu- 
lous in the change of her principles, 
what reaſon could ſhe have to be ſo 
affected with the ſervice I did her; 
or was it poſſible for her in a mo- 
ment to view with ſo: much horror a 
ſttuation againſt which ſhe had no 
complaint, but a loathing which a- 
Reer 5 N * riſes 
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riſes from ſatiety. From all theſe 
reflections, ſome of which I made 
during the time of her telling me 
her ſtory, I drew this concluſion; 
that I had done a piece of ſervice to 
an amiable woman of which I ought 
not to repent, but which any other 
beautiful Slave had as good a'title to 
and might as reaſonably expect; and 
tho' I beheld her perſon with amaze- 
ment, which was heighten'd by the 
deſire I fancied ſhe had of pleaſing 
me, that the ſingle thought of her 
coming out of the arms of Cheriber 
after having been in thoſe of another 
Turk, and perhaps of numberleſs o- 
thers whom ſhe had not mention'd, 
wou'd outweigh and always be a ſuf 
ficient check to any temptations, to 
which the heat of my yourh e | 
expoſe m. Ay 
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I was very deſirous to hear what 
the defign*d to do. She cou'd not 


but know that I had no power, as 


The was free, to compel her to any 
thing, and that I expected her to 


explain her views; but I did not aſk 


her any queſtions about them, nei- 
ther did the ſeem in haſte to explain 
herſelf. Having again mention'd 
our European women, and the ma- 
xims in which they are educated, ſhe 
made me enter into an hundred par. 


. ticulars concerning which I tbok a 
{ "Pleaſure to ſatisfy her. The night 
Was far advanced, before I perceiv- 


ed that it was time for me to retire, 


As'ſhe had not mention'd her deſign, 
and had been perpetually talking of 


her happineſs, gratitude, and the 
pleaſure ſhe had in hearing me; 1 


renew'd the offers of my ſervice 
I went away, and aſſured her, 


N. 
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the morning, and ſent before I get 


I felt however no deſires which gave if 
me uneaſiſſeſs ; but my imagination , ; 
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as long as ſhe was ſatisfied with the 
houſe and care of her Hoſts, that ſhe 
ſhou'd want for nothing. She took 
her leave of me in the moſt affectio- 
nate manner z calling me her Maſter, 
her Lord, her Father, and all the 
endearing names which are familiar 
to women in all the countries of the 
Eaft.. 

After having diſpatched a. * 
fairs of importance, I could not go 


to bed without making a reviem of 


all the circumſtances of my viſit. 
They recur'd to me in my dreams. 
1 was full of them when I waked in 


up to know how Theofa had reſted. 


perpetually dwellingupon her charms, M 
which were I ſuppoſed entirely at m 
F I conſulted my delicacy with 

1 regard 
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regard to the reſiſtance it had for- 
merly made to my engaging with her 
in a commerce of pleaſure, > I confi- 
der'd to what lengths it was reaſona- 
ble to carry its ſcruples. Can the ca- 
reſſes of her two former Lovers im- 
print any ſtains upon her? Or ſhou*d 
I make that a matter of diſguſt, which 
were it unknown wou'd not be ſo? Do 
not blemiſhes of this kind very ſoon 
Wear out, eſpecially in girls of her age? 
Beſides, what appeared moſt credi- 
ble in her ſtory, was that ſhe had hi- 
therto been a ſtranger to all amorous 
deſires. She is hardly ſixteen. Che- 
riber was incapable of inſpiring her 
with them, and ſhe was too young 
to be ſenſible of them when the liv- 
ed at Patras, even tho* ſne were not 
ſo averſe from the Governor's ſon a8 
"ſhe pretends. I made many more re- 
e of this kind, - fancied there 
en * : would 
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would be a world of pleaſure in 
teaching her the firſt rudiments f 
Love, and that I had already been 
happy enough to give her ſome 
knowledge of it. This thought i- 
lenced my ſcruples more than all my 
reaſoning. I roſe a quite different 
perſon from what I was when Iwent 
to bed; and if I did not propoſe to 
finiſh the affair, I reſolved at leaſt ta 
take ſome ſteps towards it before 
night. 5 | x I V1 
I was invited bo dine with the Ser 
lictar. He aſk'd me a great many; 
queſtions concerning my Slave ; hut 
telling him that ſhe ought no longer 
to bear that name, and aſſuring him 
that ſhe was entirely at her on diſ- 
poſal, I confirm'd him in his opini- 
on of my indifference. He thought 
himſelf thereſore authoriſed to'afk - 
where ſhe was, This queſtion gavs 
F 5 me 


106 The Fair Greek, 


me a good deal of confuſion ; and 1 
4 did not know how to avoid anſwer- 
ming it but by a little rallery upon the 
reſt which ſhe wanted on coming out 
of Cheriber's Seraglio, and on the ill 
office which I ſhou'd do her in dif- 
covering her retreat. But the Selic- 
tar ſwore ſo heartily that ſhe had no- 
Thing to fear from his importunities, 
and that he had no deſign of troub- 
ling her or of compelling her to a- 
ny thing; that I cou'd not with any 
decency ſeem to diſtruſt his proteſta- 
tions, after he had repoſed ſo much 
confidence in mine, I told him 
therefore where ſhe was, and he re- 
new'd his promiſe with an air of ſin- 
eerity that made me perfectly eaſy. 
Our converſation then turnꝰd upon 
Theofa's extraordinary merit. He 
confeſs'd that he had never in all his 
ufe deen ſo much affected by beau 3 
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and that he had found the utmoſt 


difficulty in curbing the violence of 


his paſſion, Fhe reaſon, ſaid he, of 
my ſo readily conſenting to give her 
up to you, was an apprehenſion that 
my weakneſs might encreaſe with my 
knowledge of her, and my love of 
Juſtice ſoon prove too weak an anta- 
goniſt to cope with my inclinations. 
This was the language of a man of 
honour. And there are indeed few 
nations which. have a greater regard 


for equity than the Turks. 


Whilft he was thus diſplaying his 
noble ſentiments, word was brought 
that Baſſa Cheriber was at the door, 
and he immediately appeared with 
marks of wrath and indignation in 
his face, of which we were eager to 
aſk him the cauſe, He was as much 
the Selictar's friend as mine, and it 
ion of 

the 
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the one that I lived ſo familiarly with 
the other. He anſwer'd us by throw- 
ing a bag, which contain'd my thou- 
ſand crowns, at our feet. What a 
misfortune it is, ſaid he, to be the 
dupes of our Slaves! There is the 
money, adds he, . addreſſing himſelf 
to the Selictar, of which my Steward 
WEL has robb'd you: And *tis not his on- 
ß theft. 4 have by the force of tor- 
TY, tures extorted an horrible confeſſion 
from him, and ſaved his life only to 
make him repeat it to you. I ſhou'd 
die with ſhame if this infamous wretch 
ſhou'd not do me juſtice, He aſk*d 
the Seliftar's leave to have him 
brought in; but we both intreated 
him firſt to prepare us for this ſcene 
by giving us ſome information about 
It. 


r 
0 P 8 — 7 -——_— — 
- 15 — a — — —— a 


& He told us that one of his ſer-: 
[1 i vants, who was jealous ' of his Super- . 
WM . intendant's 
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intendant's power, and therefore, yes 
ry watchful of him, perceived that 
the Selictar's Eunuch, who was ſent 
for the young Slave, paid the Super- 
intendant a good deal of money be- 
fore ſhe was deliver'd to him; and 
that not ſuſpecting any harm, and 
only out of curioſity to know what 
ſne was ſold for, he had mention'd 
what he had ſeen to the Superinten- 
dant; who being in the utmoſt con- 
fuſion at having been ſurpriſed, con- 
jured him to take no notice of the 
matter, and gave him a round ſum 
of money to engage him to keep the 
ſecret. This was only a ſpur to the 
other's deſire of ruining him. Not 
doubting therefore but that he had 
been guilty of ſome treachery for 
which he was afraid of being puniſh- 
ed, he immediately diſcover'd his 
e to the Baſla, who 9 | 
found 
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found out the truth. The Superin- 
tendant being greatly terrified by the 


threats of his Maſter, confeſs'd that 


when the Selictar came with a view 
of buying the young Greek, he heard 
the Baſſa proteſt, after ſeveral com- 
pliments about the price of her ran- 
ſom, that he would not take any 
for her, and that he thought himſelf 
exceedingly happy in having it in 
his power to oblige ſo illuſtrious a 
Friend. Obſerving that they parted 
without having thoroughly ſettled 
the matter, he follow'd the Selictar, 
and told him, as tho* he had been 
ſent by the Baſſa, that ſince he per- 


ſiſted in not accepting of the Slave 


as a preſent, he ſhou*d pay a thou- 
ſand crowns for her; adding that he 


was order'd to receive the money, 
and to deliver her to any body whom 


the Selictar ſhou*d ſend for her, Che- 
Ta | | riber, 


FE 
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riber, on the contrary, had com- 


manded his Superintendant to carry 


the Slave to his Friend, and did not 
in the leaſt miſtruſt the account he 
had given him of his having punc- - 
tually obey'd his orders. But find- 
ing that he himſelf had not been leſs 
impoſed on than the Seliftar, he 


was in a violent paſſion, and took it 


for granted that this was not the on- 
ly inſtance of treachery in a man 
whom he had blindly entruſted with 
the management-of all his affairs. In 
order therefore to make him confeſs - 
his other crimes as well as to puniſh 
him for this, he cauſed him to be ſe- 
verely tortured in his preſence, and 
by that means forced him to diſcover 
his other rogueries. His treachery 
to Theofa ſeem'd to Cheriber to be 

one of the blackeſt die. He cou'd 
not forgive the wrongs which he had 
occaſion'd 
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'occaſion'd him to do to a perſon who 
was free. Far from treating her as a 


Slave, faid he, I ſhou'd have look d 
upon her as my daughter, been forry 
for her diſtreſs, and taken care of her 
fortune; and am greatly ſurpriſed 
that ſhe never complantd to me of 
her injuries. 

I was much leſs natal at this 
account than the Selictar; but con- 
cealing what it was not neceſſary to 


tell them, I talk*d to Cheriber in ſuch 


a manner as made the Selictar ima- 
gine that I was ſorry that I had con- 
cern'd myſelf in this affair. The 
Superintendant being brought in, the 
Baſſa commanded him to give an ac- 
count of the circumſtances in which 


he found the young Greek, and bx 


what arts he had ſo far impoſed up- 
on her ſimplicity as to make her wil⸗ 
ling to paſs for a Slaye, We were 

Ro: _ little. 


difficulty about taking my money a- 


ture. If ſhe was not educated with 
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little concerned at the fate of this 
wretch, who was immediately ſent 
to . the eee he 1 
ed. 


The Selictar after ch nts no 


gain, which he ſent the next day to 
my houſe. And reſuming our diſ- 
courſe about Theofa, the moment 
that Cheriber left us, with mote ea- 
gerneſs than ever, he aſk*d me what. 
I thought of fo fingular an adven- 


a view of being a Slave, ſays he, ſhe 
is certainly much better deſcended 
than ſhe ſeems to be. And he ſup- 
poſed this, becauſe though people in 
mean circumſtances often beſtow a 
of extraordinary beauty or genius, in 
order to make them ſell the better 
0 in all other caſes, in Turkey as 
e well 
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might be this dauphter of two years 
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well as other Countries, it is a ig 


France we are not ſurpriſed at the 
graceful airs and eaſy manners of a 
dancing Maſter, which wou'd make 
us conclude a Stranger to be a per. 
fon of condition. I took my leave 
of the Selictar without letting him 
know that I could clear up his doubts, 
But I was however very much ftruck 
with his reflection; and recollecting 
that part of Theofa's ſtory which re- 
lated to the death of her father, won- 
der'd that I had taken ſo little notice 
of his running away with a Greek 
Lady and her daughter. I thought 
it not impoſſible but that Theofa 


old wh was loſt with her mother. Nut 


ter? And wou'd not ſhe herſelf hase 
had ſome ſuſpicion, if ſhe had found | 
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any reſamblance between that ſtory 
and her own? I reſolved, however, 
the next time I ſaw her, to aſk her 
ſome queſtions about this affair, in 
order to ſatisfy my curioſity. 

My Valet de Chambre being the 
only one of my Domeſtics who knew 
of my correſpondence with Theofa, 
I reſolyed to, keep it ſecret, and ne- 
ver to go to my Language Maſter's 
but in the evening. I went thither 
as ſoon as it was duſk, He told me 
a Gentleman-like Turk had been 
there about an hour before, and preſt 
very earneſtly to ſee the young Greek, 
whom he call'd Zara, which is the 


name ſhe went by in the Seraglio 3 


and that ſhe had not conſented to ſee 
him. The Turk after expreſſing a 
good deal of uneaſineſs at this refu- 
ſal, gave the Language Maſter a caſ- 
ket and a letter written in the Tur. 


kiſh manner, which he deſired might 
be deliver'd to her as ſoon as he way 
gone. Theofa had refuſed to receive 
either of them, and the Language 
Maſter gave them to me. I took 
them along with me into her apart- 
ment, and being more deſirous than 
ſhe to dive into the bottom of this 
affair, deſired her to open the letter 
in my preſence. It was eaſier for me 
than for her to perceive that it was a 
ſpecimen of the Selictar's gallantry, 
The phraſes were all ſtudied z but 
ſeem'd however to proceed from a 
heart that was ſenſible of her charms, 
He deſired her nat to be under any / 
apprehenſions with regard to her for- 
tune, as he had nothing which ſne 
might condeſcend to wiſſi for but 
what was at her command, and cal- 
|! led a large ſum of money and ſeve- 
kal rich preſents which he had - 
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her only a ſmall ſample of his gene- 
roſity. I told her from whom I ima- 


give her an opportunity of diſcover- 
ing her ſentiments, that the Seliftar's 
eſteem for her was equal to his love, 
ſince he no longer look'd upon her 
as a Slave. But ſhe ſeem'd to care 
ſo little what he thought of her, that 
I went entirely into her opinion, and 
returned the caſket to the Language 
Maſter, to be reſtored to any meſſen- 


ger whom the Seliftar might ſend. 


next, She ſeem'd a little concern'd 
at firſt at having open'd the letter, as 
it deprived her of the pretence of 


being ignorant of its contents; but 


making another reflection which was 
entirely her own, ſhe reſolved to an- 


ſwer it, and I longed to know what _ 
terms ſhe would uſe, A Lady who: 


had lived all her days at Paris, am 
To whoſe 
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gined this letter came; adding, to 
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whoſe knowledge of the world was 
equal to her wit and beauty, would 
have wrote exactly in the ſame ſtrain, 
in order to extinguiſſi the paſſion and 
hopes of a Lover. She gave her an- 
ſwer to the Language Maſter, and 


deſired him at the ſame time, with- 


out the leaſt affectation, to ſpare her 
all trouble of this kind for the fu 


ture. 15 


My vanity, 1 confeſs, made me 
das this facrifice in my favour; 


which I was ſo full in the morning, I 
waved our converſation concerning the 
Selictar's affairs, in order to turn it by 
degrees upon my own. But I myſelf 
was interrupted by an infinite number 
of ſenſible reflections which dropt na- 


turally from Theofa, and ow?*d.I per- 


ceived their birth to ſome flight hints 


Fhad 1; man her the night before, 
Her 
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Her mind, which was naturally in- 
clined to meditation, ſeized upon no- 
thing which it did not immediately 
turn and view in all its lights; and 
this I found had been her only em- 
ployment ever ſince I left her. She 
aſked me a thouſand new queſtions, 


as tho' ſne had thought of nothing 


but of laying in ſubjects of contem- 
plation for the enſuing night. If ſne 
was ſtruck with any cuſtom of our 
Country, or any principle which ſhe 
had not heard before, ſhe was in a 
moment all attention; and ſometimes 
pray'd me to repeat it for fear ſhe 
ſnou'd forget it, or not have com- 
prehended the full ſenſe of my words! 
During this grave converſation, ſhe 
was perpetually dropping expreſſions 
of the gratitude ſhe owed. me; but 
had always thrown me ſo far wide of 
the mark I aim'd at by ſomething 
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that preceded theſe tender emotions, 
that I cou'd never recover myſelf 
foon enough to reap any benefit from 
them. | Beſides, as ſhe diverted our 
diſcourſe ſo ſoon to other ſubjects by 
ſome new: queſtion, / theſe interrup- 
tions were ſo ſhort that I was under 
a continual neceſſity of - appearing; 
more grave and \Rrivus! than 1 de- 
ng e 1000 0 
The ardor with: which he x perpe- 
tually return'd to this kind of Philo- 
ſophy, hardly gave me time to tell her 
the doubts which the Selictar had oc · 
caſion*d to ariſe in my mind concerns 
ing her parents. As I had, howe-. 
ver, no need of any preparation to 
mention her father, I deſired her to 
ſuſpend for a moment her curioſity 
and reflections. I have a ſuſpicion, 
ſays I, which is, as you'II preſently 
perceive, owing to my admiration of 
l vou; 
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you 3 but before I acquaint you with 
it, I want to be informed whether 
you ever knew your mother, She 
ſaid that ſhe had not the leaſt remem- 
brance of her. What, continued I, 


don't you know at what age you loſt 


her? Can't you tell, for inſtance, 
whether it was before the crime of 
which your father was accuſed ; or 
whether ſhe was a different perſon 
from the Greek Lady who run away 
from her huſband, and was accom- 
panied, if I rightly remember the 
account, by ę daughter of two years 
old. 3 

She bluſh*d, tho? I did not yet know 
why, and fixt her eyes very earneſt- 
ly upon me. At length, breaking 
the ſilence which ſhe had obſerved 
for ſome time; have you, ſaid ſhe, 
hit upon the ſame thought as I, or 
have you by accident got any light 

Vol. I. G con- 
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concerning a doubt which I never 
ventured to diſcloſe to any body? I 


know not your thoughts, replied I; 


but you are diſtinguiſh*d from com- 


mon women by ſo many admirable 


qualifications, that I can't believe 


that you were born of ſuch an infa- 
mous father as you repreſented yours 
to be; and the more ignorant you | 
are with regard to the firſt years of 


your life, the more I am inclined to 
believe you the daughter of the Greek 
Lord, with whoſe Lady the wretch, 


who falſely call'd you his, run away. 
This declaration had a ſurpriſing et- 


fect upon her. Ah! this is what 1 
have long thought, ſaid ſhe, with- 


out daring to credit it entirely, Do 


you believe then that there is any 
nice, in it? Her eyes over- 


* 
r 


queſtion Alas! continued ſhe, why 
do 
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do you make me recollect a thought 
which can only add to my amt and 
mis fortunes 

Without examining what ſenſe ſhe 
affixed to theſe words, I diverted her 
melancholly ideas, by telling her that 
ſhe had on the contrary nothing hap- 
pier to wiſh for, than to find that the 
villain, who had uſurped that title, 
was not her father. And her doubt 
concerning this matter being a con- 
firmation of mine, I deſired her to 
recolle& every thing ſhe cowd con- 
cerning her infancy, and to tell me 
if at her father's tryal before the 
Cadi ſhe had not heard the name of 
the Greek Lady whoſe daughter I 
ſuppoſed her to be, or at leaſt that 
of the perſons who accuſed and 
brought to puniſhment the wretched 
author of all her misfortunes. But 
ſhe remember'd nothing, I hoped 
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however to leara ſomething from the 
Cadi before whom he was tried, and 
promiſed Theofa to get all the in- 


formation I cou'd the next day. Thus 
an evening which I hoped to have 


employ*'d in a gallanter manner, was 
ſpent in diſcuſſions concerning her 
fortune and affairs. 

I reproach'd myſelf, when I went 
away, for having been ſo ceremoni- 
ous with a woman who came out of 
a Seraglio; eſpecially after the ac- 
count which ſhe herſelf had given 
me of other circumſtances of her life, 
I aſk*d my own heart, if ſhe had as 
much inclination for me as I ſuppo- 
ſed, whether I was inclined to keep 
her as a miſtreſs; and finding myſelf 


much leſs averſe than I was at firſt 


from acorreſpondence of this nature, I 
thought I might, without taking ſuch 
a compals, plainly propoſe it to her. 
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If ſhe embraced my offer with all the 
pleaſure I imagined, I had nothing 
to fear from the Selictar's paſſion,” 
ſince he had affured me himſelf that 
he would leave her entirety to her 
own diſpoſal, and compel her to no- 
thing: And tho* the enquiries which 
I was going to make concerning her 
parents, might raiſe her a little in 
my idea, yet as they cou'd not poſ- 
ſibly wipe off her diſgrace, they cou'd 
ſerve only to enereaſe my inclination” 
for her, without rendering her at all 
leſs proper for the commerce in which 
J was willing to engage her. I re- 
ſolved therefore to put my deſign in 
execution. And the Reader may ob- 
ſerve how far from being violent, and 


of what kind the paſſion which I felt 
for her was, 


Going the next day to the Cadi; 1 | 
reminded him of the affair of a cer= 
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tain Greek whom he had condemned 
to die ſome time ſince, He remem- 


the particulars, he gave me the plea- 
fure of hearing him ſeveral times re. 
peat the names which I wanted to 
know. The name of the Greek Lord, 
whoſeLady had been inveigled away, 
vas Panicta Condoidi; and it was he 
WE himſelf who diſcover'd the Raviſher 
mn one of the ſtreets of the City, and 
caufed him to be apprehended, But 

_ , the ſatisfaction of being revenged, 
added the Cadi, was the only one 
which he received from this affair; 
for he did not recover either his wife, 
his daughter, or jewels, I wonder'd 
at this reflection, becauſe all proper 
methods had, I thought, been ne- 
glected; and, I diſcover'd my ſur- 
priſe to the Cadi, What cou'd Ido . 
Does ſaid he ? The criminal pro- 
teſted 


1.3 


der d it ſo perfectly that in relating | > 
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teſted chat the Lady and her daugh- 
ter were both dead; and he was cer- 
tainly ſincere in this, ſince his on- 
ly method to fave his life would 
have been to have produced them, 
had they been living. As ſoon there- 
fore as he héard his ſentence, he en- 
deavour'd to amuſe me with idle ſto- 
ries; but I preſently perceived that 
he only meant to impoſe upon me, 

As I remember'd that the execu- 
tion of his ſentence had been defer'd, 
T aſk'd the Cadi the occaſion of it. 
He told me the Criminal having de- 
fired to ſpeak with him in private, 
had offer'd, to fave his life, not on- 
ly. to ſhow him Condoidi's daugh- 
ter, but to deliver her up to him 
for his Seraglio; and that he had 
been artful enough to give : an air of 3 
probability to the detail he gave him | 
of her ſtory, But that. all the ſteps 

r 
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which he had taken to find her out 
. proving ineffectual, he ſuppoſed at 
laſt that the wretch had told a lie 
only to retard his puniſhment ; and 
that this artifice had heighten'd his 
indignation againſt him, and ſerved 
only to haſten his death. 

I cou'd not help making ſame re- 
flections on the conduct of this ſu- 
14 pream Judge of the Turks. What 
5 ] Hhinder'd you, ſaid I, from repriev- 
1 ; i = ing your Priſoner for a few days lon- 
ger, and taking time to procure in- 
WW formations in the places where he 
had lived fince his commiſſion of the 
fact? Cou'd not you have forced him 
to tell you where the Greek. Lady 
died, and by what accident he loft 
her? In ſhort, was it not eaſy to 
have unravel'd even the minuteſt cir- 
cumſtances of this affair? This is our 
method i in Europe, added I, and if 
we 


* ns 
— — SIE OT. aud — — — * 4 $5 — 
X 5 - — * . 2 8 

1 * a 2 5 4 RE 3 on Tx 1 — h ; 


— 2 
2 — ̃ oo Me 
r 

— . . - *% 


The Fair Greek, 129 
we have not more zeal than you for 
equity, we are at leaſt more quick- 
fighted and-diligent in our ſearches 
after guilt, He thought my advice 
ſo juſt, that he thank'd me for it 
and ſome diſcourſe which I had with 
him about the exerciſe of his office, 
convinced me that there is more gra- 
vity than knowledge in the Tribu- 
nals of the Turks. 

I got out of the Cadi not only * | 
name of the Greek Lord bur his place 
of abode alſo, which was in a little 
City of the Morea which the Furks 
call Acade. I did not at firſt think 
it eaſy to find a communication with 
it, and thought of applying to the 
Baſſa of the Province; but being in- 
formed that there were many Slave- 
Merchants of that country in the Ci- 
ty, I was fortunate enough to be aſ- | 
fared by the firſt that I went to, that Mi 

G 5 Con- 
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Condoidt had been in Conſtantinople 
upwards of a year, and that he was 


My only difficulty now was to find 
out his houſe, and this the Slave- 

Merchant ſoon did for me. I went 
thither immediately; and my hopes 


tended my enquiries, I did not doubt 
but that I was on the brink of the 
diſcovery which I ſought after, The 
houſe and appearance of the Greek 
Lord gave me no great opinion of 
his wealth. He was of one of thoſe 
ancient families which retain leſs of 
the luſtre than of the pride of their 
noble deſcent ; and which under the 
ſubjection in whieh they are held by 
the Turks, would not dare, even 
tho' they had eſtates ſufficient, to 
live in a more oſtentatious manner. 


* who had in ſhort the 4 
0 


© 


encreaſing with the ſucceſs that at- 


well known to all his Countrymen, 


4 
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of a Country Gentleman, received 


me civilly without enquiring*who 1 
was, for I had ſent home my egal 
page when I took my leave of the 
Cadi ; and ſeeming to hear me with- 
out any impatience, gave me an op- 
portunity of ſaying all 1 deſigned. 
After Ihad let him know that T was 


not ignorant of the misfortunes of his 


1 4 I defired that he would ex- 
cuſe my intereſting myſelf i in the af- 
fairs of it, and pardon a curioſity 
which he could eaſily ſatisfy. What 
J wanted was to hear from his own 
mouth how long ſince he had loft his 
wife and daughter. He told me it 
was about fourteen or fifteen years. 
This ſpace agreed ſo exactly with 
Theofa's age, that 1 thought my 
doubts half ſatisfied, Do you think, 
replied I, notwithſtanding the de- 
claration of the Raviſher, * it is 


-  immpof- 
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impoſſible that one of them ſhou'd 
be alive; and if you wiſh that this 


one might be your daughter, wou d 
vou not think yourſelf greatly oblig- 


ed to any body that ſhou*d put you in 
a way of finding her? I expected that 
this queſtion wou'd have given him 
ſome emotions of joy. But ſeeming 
to be quite indifferent about it, he 


told me that time, which had allayd 


the ſmart of his loſs, made him alſo 


not wiſh for a miracle to repair it 3 


that he had ſeveral ſons, who wou'd 

find it difficult, with the eſtate he 
had to leave them, to maintain the 
honour of their birth; and that tho? - 
he cou'd ſuppoſe chat his daughter 


were living, yet it was ſo impoſſible 


for her to have imbibed any princi- 


ples of virtue and honour in the hands 
of ſuch an abandon'd villain and ſuch 
a country as Turky, that he ſhowd 
. nerven 
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never prevail on himſelf to think her 
worthy of being received into his fa- 
mily again, a 

His laſt obje&ion appeared to me 
to be the ſtrongeſt. But I reſolved, 
as he ſeem'd to have loſt all natural 
affection, to do all I cou'd to infpire 
him with it. I ſhall not, replied 1 
pretty warmly, examine the weight 
of your ſcruples or reaſons, becauſe 
they can't leſſen the certainty of a 
matter of fact. Your daughter is 
living. I can fay nothing as to her 
virtue; but will venture to affure 
you, that you will find no defects in 
her wit or her beauty. I will let you 
know where you may ſee her imme- 
diately. I deſired a pen and ink, 
and having written a direction t my 
Language Maſter's, took my leave. 

I was perſuaded if he was not quite 
mſcaſible, that he cou'd not reſiſt the 


impulſe 
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impulſe of Nature; and was ſo full 
of this thought, that I went direct- 
ly to the Language Maſter's, where 
I ſuppoſed that he would be as ſoon 


perhaps as I, to be preſent at ſo a 


greeable an interview. I did not go 
into Theofa's apartment, becauſe I 
was willing to have the pleaſure of 


ſeeing her ſurpriſed. | But having 


b _ waited ſome time, and ſuppoſing that 


Condoidi wou*d- not come; I let 


her know that I was now obliged to 
look upon her as his daughter, and 


xold- her all I had done to fulfill my 
_ promiſe. 


hatthe wretch who had 
abuſed her, told the Cadi with a 


view of ſaving his life, made a deep- 
er an. upon her than any 


thing elſe. I ſhou'd not be much 


troubled, aig ſhe, at remaining un- 
certain with regard to birth; and 
VE 0 J were ſure that I owed 3 it to this 
5 3 1 - bi TR Greek 
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Greek. Loxd,: ſhowd not much com: 
plain of his being unwilling. to own 
me; but I bend to Heaven with 
thanks for giving me a right to re- 
fuſe the name of father to one whom 
more than all others F ought to hate 
and deſpiſe, She was ſo affected 
with this thought, that ſhe told me 
twenty times with tears in her eyes, 
that ſhe was in fact indebted to me 
for her birth, ſince I had given her 
a ſecond in delivering her from the 
infamy of the firſt, 

But I did not think my work. fi- 
nifned yet, and being ry intent up- 
on it, made her a propoſal of going 
along with me to Condoidi. Nature 
has arguments to uſe which the hard- 
eſt heart can't always reſiſt. I thought 
it impoſſible for him to ſee, to hear, 
andreceive the embraces of his daugh- 


ter, without . — he wou?d 
VE; 
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or not, the affections of a father, A 
| he made no objection againſt the 
| poſſibility of her being alive, I ho- 


ped that Nature wou*d triumph o- 


ver all others. Theofa diſcover'd 
fome apprehenſion. Had I not bet- 


ter, ſaid ſhe, be unknown and con- 
cealed from all the world? I; did 
not underſtand the cauſe of her con- 


cern, and almoſt forced her to 0 


along with me. 
The day was already far gane 


had paſt ſome part of it alone at the 
Language Maſter's, and the man- 


ners of perſons who carry on in- 
trigues by ſtealth being already fa- 
miliar to me, had order*'d my Valet 


de Chambre to bring my dinner thi- 


ther. It began to be duſk before 1 
| had determined the young Greek to 
go along with me, and it was quite 
dark before we got to Condoidi's. 
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He was not returned from the City, 
whither his affairs had call'd him in 
the afternoon ; but one of his ſer- 
vants who had ſeen me there in the 
morning, aſked me to go in and con- 
verſe with his three ſons till he came 
home. I not only accepted of this 


offer, but eſteem'd it a very lucky 


one; and was introduced with The- 
ofa, whoſe head was cover'd with a 
veil, I had hardly told the three 
young Gentlemen that I had made 
their father a viſit in the morning, 
and was come again on the ſame er- 
rand, but they ſeem'd to know my 
| buſineſs; and he whom I took by 
his air to be the eldeſt, anſwer'd me 
very coldly, that there was but little 
appearance of my making their fa- 
ther liſten to ſo uncertain and impro- 
bable a ſtory, I gave him a detail 
of che reaſons which made me look 


upon 
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upon it in another light, and having, 

ſtrengthenꝰd them by all the argu- 
ments I cou'd, deſired Theofa to life 
up her veil, to give them an oppor- 
tunity of ſeeing ſome reſemblance of 
themſelves in her. The two elder 
look*d upon her with great coldneſs ; 


* 


to be above eighteen, and whb had 
ſtruck me at firſt ſight: by the like- 


no ſooner caſt his eyes upon her but 
he ran to her with open armsz- and 
gave hera thouſand tender embraces, 
which Theofa not thinking herſelf 
yet authoriſed to receive, modeſtly 
endeavour'd to avoid, But the 0; 
ther. two did not. leave her long in 
ber confuſſon. They rudely ſnatched 
| her out of the arms of their brother,. 
and chreaten'd him with their father's 
j are for W a part ſo con- 


but the younger who did not ſeem 0 | 


neſs which I ſaw he had of his ſiſter, 
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trary to his deſigns. I was highly 
_ provoked at their barbarity ; and ha- 
ving ſeverely reproved them for it, 
deſired Theofa. to ſit down and wait 
for Condoidi. I had the Language 
Maſter as well as my Valet de Cham» 
bre along with, me; and they were 
ſufficient to ſhelter me from any kind: 
of inſult, 

At length the father came home; 
but as ſoon as he heard that I waited 
for him, ank that I was accompani- 
ed by a young woman, he went out 
again in as great a hurry as if he had 
been threaten'd by ſome miſchief, 

and ſent me word by the ſervant who 


let me in, that he was aſtoniſh'd af- 
ter what had paſſed between us in the 


morning, that I ſhou*d pretend to 
force him to receive a daughter whom 
he did not own. Shock'd to the. laſt 


degres at this unexpected piece of 


ru deneſs | 


139 
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rudeneſs and cruelty, I took Theofaæ 
by the hand, and told her as her 
birth did not in the leaſt depend on 
the caprice of Condoidi, it was no 
matter whether he own*d her or not, 
fince it was manifeſt that ſhe was his 
daughter. My teſtimony and that of 
the Cadi will have as much weight as 
an avowal of your family; and I ſee 
nothing elſe in their refuſing you 
their friendſhip which you have any 
reaſon to regret. I lead her out, and 
no body had the good manners to 
wait on us to the door. As I cou'd 
not expect much civility from young 
men to whom I was unknown, I wag 
more ready to excuſe their rudeneſs. 
to me than their barbarity to their” 
ſiſter. 
Poor Theofa ſeem*d more afflicted 
by this diſgrace than I ſuppoſed), as 
the was ſo very unwilling to go along} 


witly. 
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with me, ſhe cou'd have been. This 
accident ſeem'd to favour my deſigns, 
and I reſolved to acquaint her with 
them at my Language Maſter's ; but 
the ſorrowful air which ſhe wore all 
the evening, made me think it an 
unlucky time, I fatisfied myſelf 
therefore with telling her over and 
over again, that ſhe ought not to be 
uneaſy ſince ſhe was ſure never to 
want any thing, She told me what 
affected her moſt in my offers, was 
the aſſurance which I gave her of the 
continuance of my eſteem. Tho? this 
compliment had an air.of kindneſs, 
yet it was accompanied with a heavi- 
neſs of heart, which ſhe wou'd, I 
hoped, ere morning ſhake off. 

As I was now fix'd in my reſolu- 


tions, and my certainty concerning 
the birth of Theofa had effaced all 


the troubleſome ideas which before 


were 
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were conſtantly recurring, and wound- 


ed my delicacy ; I paſſed this night 
*with greater tranquillity than the laſt, 
'But with ſo many good qualities and 
a noble birth, of which ſhe had fo 


ſhocking a proof, ſhou'd I have 
wiſh*d to have made her my miſtreſs, 
if her honour had been unſtain'd ? 


"Her perfections are fo qualified by 


her blemiſhes, that ſhe ſeems to be 
exactly fitted for the ſtation in which 


I wow'd place her. I drop'd aſleep | 
with this thought, and muſt have 


been more pleaſed with it than J 
imagined, fince I was fo much alar- 
med with a piece of news which I 


heard when I awaked in the morn- 


ing. My Language Maſter came in 

a great hurry, about nine o'clock, 

to tell me, that Theofa was juſt gone 

away in a chariot that had been 

brought for her by a ſtranger, 6 
| i di 
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did not, faid he, ſhow the leaſt re- 
luctance to go along with him; but 
I ſhou'd have ſtop'd her, had you 
not given me ſuch expreſs orders to 
let her follow her own inclinations in 


every thing, I interrupted this cut- 


ting ſpeech by an inconſiderate excla- 
mation, Ah! why did you not op- 
poſe her, cried I? You ought to 
have underſtood my orders better. 
He immediately added, that he ex- 
_ poſtulated with her, telling her that 
I ſhou'd be greatly ſurpriſed at ſo ha- 
ſty a reſolution, and that the leaſt 


ſhe cou'd do was to inform me of the 


reaſons of her conduct. She replied, 


that ſhe knew not to what hazards 
the was going to expoſe herſelf, but 


that I might be ſure, whatever evils 
befel her, that ſhe Thou'd take care 
to acquaint me with her fate, 
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I ̃know not of what nature the 
commotions which I felt in my heart 
on this occaſion were, and the Rea- 
der may judge of them as he pleaſes, 
But I roſe in a greater agony than I 
was ever ſenſible of before; and com- 
plaining bitterly of my Language 
| Maſter, told him in a violent paſſion, 
that my friendſhip or indignation 
depended on his efforts to diſcover 
where Theofa was gone. As he 
had been a witneſs to almoſt all that 
had paſt ſince ſhe had been at his 
houſe, he told me, if what he knew 
were the greateft ſecrets of her ad- 
ventures, that the ſtranger who came 
for her, muſt have been ſent by Con- 
doidi or the Selictar. I was entirely 
of his opinion ; and without aſking 
myſelf the reaſons of my great un- 
eaſineſs, order'd him to go firſt to 
the Selictar's, and then to Condoidi's. 
. | At 
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At the Selictar's he was only to en- 
quire at the door who had been there 
ſince nine o*clock, but was to aſk 
Condoidi himſelf if he had ſent for 
his daughter. 
I waited for his return with inex- 
preſſible impatience. He was fo lit- 
tle the better for his enquiries, and 
my rage was ſo enflamed at this en- 
creaſe of my incertainty, that I be- 
gan to miſtruſt him. Cou'd I credit 
my ſuſpicions, ſaid I, with a look 
full of terror, I wou'd immediately 
treat you in a manner that ſhou*d 
extort the truth from you. He was 
alarm'd at my threats, threw him- 
ſelf at my feet, and promiſed to con- 
feſs what he had been prevail'd on, 
he ſaid, to engage in with the utmoſt 
reluctance and from no motive but 
that of compaſſion. I burnt with im- 
patience to hear him. - He told- me 
Vo I. I, Ii. that 


146 The Fair Gods © 


that Theofa laſt night, a little after 

I left her, ſent for him into her cham: 
ber; and that after a very moving 
ſpeech - concerning her ſituation, ſhe 
deſired his aſſiſtance with regard to a 
reſolution which ſhe was abſolutely 
determined to execute. Not being 
able, ſhe ſaid, longer to bear the eyes 
of thoſe who knew her ſhame and 


misfortunes, ſhe was reſolved private- 


ly to quit Conſtantinople and to go 
to ſome city of Europe, where ſhe 
might find an aſylum in the genero- 
ſity of ſome Chriſtian family. She 
own?*d that her ſtealing away without 
my knowledge was an ill requital of 
my favours, and a breach of the con- 
fidence which ſhe ought to repoſe in 
Her Benefaftor, But as of all man- 
kind ſhe had the greateſt obligations 
to and eſteem for me, I was conſe- 


quently the perſon whoſe preſence, Þ} 


Conver- 
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converſation and friendſhip gave her 
the quickeſt ſenſe of the ſhame of her 
paſt life. At laſt, her entreaties ra- 
ther than her arguments prevail'd on 
the Language Maſter to conduct her 
as ſoon as 1t was day. to the Port, 
where there was a veſſel of Meſſina. 
in which ſhe reſolved to 8⁰ to Si- 
cily. 

Where is ſhe, ſaid J, with more 
impatience than ever? That's what 
I want to know, and what you ſhou'd 
have told me before now. She is, I 
don't doubt, ſaid he, either on board 
the ſhip, which 1s not to ſail theſe 
two days, or elſe at the Greek Inn 
on the Key where I left her. Fly 


thither, ſaid I, in a magiſterial tone, 
and engage her to return inſtantly to 


your houſe. Be ſure, added I, threa- 
tening him at the ſame time very ſe- 
verely, not to let me ſee your face 

H2 whe 
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without her; I have not told you 
half what you have to fear from my 
anger, if I don't ſee her before noon 
He went out without making me any 
reply. But in this violent agony, and 
diſtracted by a thouſand fears which I | 
did not ftay to reflect on, I thought 
that every thing which I did not 
do myſelf wou'd be too dilatory or 
too precarious, I call'd him back: 
Being perſuaded as I underſtood the 
language, that T might eaſily go to 
the Port, and mix with the crowd 
without being known, Pll go along 
with you, ſaid I: You have too baſe- 
ly betray'd me to deſerve to be truſt- 
ed again. 

I defign'd to dreſs very plainly, to 
walk thither, and take no body with 


ds but my Valet de Chambre. The 


| Language Maſter endeavour'd while 
I was drefling, by all kinds of ſub- 
a: © _ miſſions 


3 


The Fair Greek. 149 
miſſions and excuſes, to recover my 
good opinion. I did not doubt but 
that he had ſome views of intereſt in 
this affair; but giving little heed to - 
what he ſaid, I confined my thoughts 
to the ſtep I was going to take. 
Notwithſtanding the ardent deſire 
which I had of detaining Theofa at 
Conſtantinople, yet if I cou'd have 
been aſſured of her intentions, and 
been perſuaded that ſhe really would 


have embraced a virtuous and recluſe | 


way of life, I ſhows, I think, ra- 
ther have forwarded than oppoſed 
her deſign. But ſuppoſing her ſin- 
cere, what probability was there that 
it would be poſſible for her to reſiſt 
all the opportunities which ſhe mult | 


neceſſarily have of engaging in.new 


adventures? The Captain of the ſhip, 5 

and any Paſſengers that might em- 

nw along with her, raiſed my ſuſ- 
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picions. And if ſhe did not ſeem 
deſigned by her fate for a more re- 
gular courſe than ſhe had formerly 
lived, why ſhou'd I ſuffer any body 
elle to rob me of the pleaſures which 
I had promiſed myſelf in her? Such 
were the bounds in which I thought 
I ſtill confined my fentiments, I 
went to the Inn where the Lan- 
guage Maſter left her, and was told 

that ſhe was in her chamber with a 
young Gentleman whom ſhe had 
ſeen upon the Key and ſent for in. 
I was very curious concerning the 
circumſtances of this viſit, Theofa, 
whom the young man immediately 
knew and embraced with great ten- 
derneſs, had very freely returned his 
careſſes; and they had been ſhut up 
together without any interruption: for 
_ upwards of an 1 hour, ; 
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I thought that all my predictions: 
were now accompliſhed ; and was ſo 
vex'd and uneaſy, that I had like to 
have broken off all correſpondence 
with Theofa, and to havewent home 
again without ſeeing her. But the 
principle of my actions continuing 
ſtill to diſguiſe itſelf, I reſolved to 


do that out of curioſity, which I did | 


not ſeem to deſire to do from any 0- 
ther motive, and ſent the Language 
Maſter up to tell her that I wanted 
to ſpeak with her. The confuſion 
which the bare mentioning of my 
name gave her, deprived her for 
ſome time of the uſe of her ſpeech. 
The Language Maſter came back and 
told me that the Gentleman that was 
with her, was the youngeſt of Con- 
doidi's three ſons. I went to her im- 
mediately, She attempted to throw 
herſelf at my feet; but I prevented 

| H. 4 . 
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her, and found myſelf much calmer 
at ſeeing her brother than I cou'd 
have expected after ſuch violent com- 
motions. Whether my ſentiments 
were ſuch as I ſuppoſed them or not, 
I found myſelf much leſs inclined to 
reproach her, than to expreſs my 
tranſports at finding her again. 
In ſhort, I continued for ſome 
time, as tho* my eyes were not the 
ſame they were the day before, to 
view her with a ſatisfaction, or ra- 
ther an extacy of which I had never 
been ſenſible before. Her perſon, 
which *till then I had only moderate- 
ly admired, charmed me to ſuch a 
by: degree that I drew my chair with a 
$1: fort of tranſport, in order to be near-. 
er to her. My fears of loſing her 
ſeem'd to encreaſe, and I began to 
i 3 her at the Language Maſter's 
i a The fi She of ſeveral ſhips, 
| Ct. k L among 
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among which. I ſuppoſed was that of 
Meſſina, raiſed a tumult in my breaſt 
which gave me great uneaſinels. You 
wou'd forſake me then, Theofa, ſaid 
I with a very ſorrowful aſpect! and 
when you took this cruel reſolution, 
diſregarded theanguiſhwhich itwou'd 
occaſion to one who is ſo entirely de- 
voted to you! But why wou'd you _ 
leave me without adviſing me of your 15 
deſign? Have I ſo ill deſerved your 
confidence? She held down her head, 
and wept. And turning her eyes at 
length upon me, replied that ſhe had 
| nothing to reproach herfelf with con- 
cerning her gratitude. And if the 
Language Maſter, ſaid ſhe, had gi- 
ven you a faithful account of my ſen- 
timents for you, you cou'd not ſuſ- 
pect me of it. She went on to al- 
ledge the ſame reaſons which he had 
in her juſtification z and coming to 
Hz young, 


"pe 
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young Condoidi whom 1 might be 
ſurpriſed to find in her chamber, ſhe 
confeſsꝰd that ſeeing him go by, the 
remembrance of the affection which 
he had expreſs'd for her the night 
before, induced her to call him in; 
and that what he had told her, was 
a new reaſon for haſtening her depar- 
ture. Condoidi had informed. his 
three ſons that he had not the leaſt 
doubt of her being their ſiſter; but 
not being at all diſpoſed to receive 
her into his family, had forbid them 
to enter into any correſpondence with 
her; and ſeem'd, tho? he had not 
fully explain*d himſelf, to have ſome 
black deſign in view. The Youth 
being overjoy'd at meeting his ſiſter, 
for whom he found his affsction great- 
ly encreaſe, had exhorted her to be 
upon her guard. againſt his father 
and finding her determined to leave 
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Conſtantinople, had offei d to accom- 


pany her in her voyage. What coun- 
ſel, added ſhe, wou'd you give tothe 


wretched Theofa, and what can ſne 
chuſe but flight ? 


I écou'd have told her chat the 


£$ *© ASS 


15 juſtify her . which was the | 


deſigns of her father, did not leſſen 


the grounds of my complaints, ſince 


ſhe had reſolved upon it before ſhe 
knew that ſhe had any thing to appre- 


hend from him. But making every 


thing give way to my deſire of de- 
taining her, and being jealous even 


of her brother, I told her that if her 
departure was right and neceſſary, ſhe 
ought at leaſt to make the prepara- 


tions for it, which it would be the 
greateſt imprudence to neglect. And 


accuſing her again of having too lit- 
tle reliance on my ſervices, I preſs d 


her 
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her to ſuſpend her deſign *rill L had 
an opportunity of ſending her in a 
ſafer manner than with a Captain who 
was a perfect ſtranger to us all. Ag 
for young Condoidi, I commended 
his good diſpoſition, and offer'd to 
take him into my houſe, where ſhe 
might eaſily ſuppoſe that he would 


be as well accommodated, and have 
as much care taken of his education 


| as at his father's. I know not whe- 


ther her timorouſneſs was the occa- 
ſion of her yielding to my ſollicita- 
tions without reſiſtance; but judging 
by her ſilence that ſhe conſented to 
go along with me, I ſent for a coach, 

and conducted her back myſelf. The 
Language Maſter whiſpered ſome- 
thing in her ear, but I cou d not 
diſtinguiſn what. Condoidi, who 
had been informed by his ſiſter who 
I was, was ſo overjoy'd at my offer, 


= 
a , * - 4 
—— . — 


that I had a worſe opinion than ever 
of his father, ſince I ſaw his ſon glad 
to be deliver'd from him. The de- 
fire I had of being thoroughly in- 
formed of all the affairs of Fheofa's 
family, was one motive of oy __ 


_ decently to diſengage. myſelf from 
young Condoidi, who ſeem?d to ap- 


ſelf to doubtful expreſſions, which I 


Thad always uſed to- her, that one 
who had naturally ſo much acutenes 


The Pair Greek. 1575 


him. 
I fully: reſolved; at our den to | 
the Language Maſter's, to explain to 
Theofa the views which I had with 
regard to her; but not being able 


prehend that I ſhou'd forget my pro- 
miſe if he was but a moment out of 
my ſight, I was forced to confine my- 


was not ſurpriſed that ſhe did not ſeem 
to underſtand, This language how 
ever was ſo different from that which 
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d ſue had, cou'd not but perceive 
hat it proceeded from another ſource, 
The only alteration that I made at 
the Language Maſter's, was to leave 
my Valet de Chambre there; under 
pretence that Theofa had yet no bo- 
dy to wait on her, but in reality to 
inform me of all her ſteps, ?till I 
cou'd find ſome Slave for her in 
whoſe fidelity I cou'd fafely confide. 
I defigned to procure two, one of 
each ſex, and to carry them to her 
in the evening. Condoidi went home 
along with me. I made him quit his 
Greek habit, and dreſs'd him after 
che French manner. This change 
was ſo much to his advantage, that 
WY T have ſeen few young men that were 
WT fo amiable in their perſons.” He had 
dhe ſame eyes and features asTheofa, 
i anda very fine ſhape, the beauty of 


Which Was concealed by his former 
habit, 
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ſand accompliſhments which educa- 
tion would have given him, and this 


confirmed me in my ill opinion of the 


cuſtoms and manners of the Greek 
Nobility. But the relation in which he 
ſtood to Theofa, was enough to make 
me ſpare no coſt nor pains to cultivate 
his natural endowments. -I order*d 


my Domeſtics to be as aſſiduous in 
waiting upon him as me, and hired 
divers Maſters the ſame day to in- 


ſtruct him in all ſorts of polite exer- 


ls and accompliſhments. Neither 
did 1 losger deſer aſking Wue #6" 


count of his family. I knew the an- 
tiquity of it, but the information 
which I wanted was ſuch as "aig 
be uſeful to Theofa, 


In relating what I knew before of 
the antiquity of his father's nobili ty. 
8 be told me that he . to de- 
rive | 
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| habit, He wanted however à thou- 
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neee his deſcent from one Condoidi, 
who was General to the laſt Empe- 
Tor of -the Greeks, and who made 
Mahomet II tremble a few days af- 
ter the taking of Conſtantinople, He 
kept the field with a conſiderable 
force; but the ſituation of the Tur- 
kiſh Army not permitting him to ap- 
proach it, he reſolved, upon Hearing 
of the miſerable condition of that Ci- 
ty, to ſacrifice his life to ſave the 
Empire of the Eaſt. Having ſelect- 
ed out of all his troops an hundred of 
the braveſt Officers, he made a pro- 
poſal to them of following him thro? 
ways where they cou'd have no hopes 
of marching an Army; and putting 
himſelf at their head in the darkeſt 
part of the night, came to Maho- 
met's Camp, whom he deſign'd to 
\N Kill in his Tent. The Turks thought 
Wl . themſclyes ſo ſecure on that fide, that 
rw „ 
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the Guard which was there was very 
weak and negligent. He penetrated, 
if not to Mahomet's Tent, at leaſt 
to thoſe which ſurrounded it and be- 
longed to his equipage. Not ſtaying 
to kill enemies who were buried in 
ſleep, he thought of nothing but of 
approaching the Sultan, and his firſt 
ſteps were ſucceſsful. But a Turkiſh 
woman who was ſtealing from one 
Tent to another, being alarmed at 
the noiſe of their march, run back 
in a great hurry, and immediately 
communicated her fears all around 
her, Condoidi, whoſe conduct was 
equal to his valour, deſpairing of ſuc- 
ceſs, and thinking his liſe neceſſary 
to his Maſter ſince he cou'd not rid 
him of his Enemy, ' preſently ſum» 
| mon'd all his courage and prudence 
to open a paſſage for himſelf and the 
companions of his enterprize; and was 
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to happy as to eſcape, during the cons, 


his life only to loſe it more = | 


came the Subjects of the Turks, and 
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fuſion of the Turks, with the loſs 
only two of his men. But he ſaved 


ly, in the terrible revolution whi 
happen'd two days after. His chil. } 
dren, who were all very young, be- f ? 


* 


vo 


one of them ſettled in the Morea, i 
where his deſcendants experienced a * 
great variety of fortune. Their houſe + 
was at laſt reduced to thoſe who were 
then at Conſtantinople, and to a Greek 


Biſhop of the ſame name, whole See 


was in a City of Armenia. Their E- 
fate conſiſted of two villages, which 
produced yearly about: a thouſand 
crowns of our money; and by a pri- 
vilege which is very rare in the Do- 
minions of the Grand Seignior, and 


which was the only diſtinction of their 
family, always deſcended tothe eldeſt. 


But 


Fa 
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7 But other hopes had drawn the fa- 
ther and his ſons to Conſtantinople, - 
Jand were evidently the cauſe of their 
Finhumanity to Theofa. A richGreek, | 
their near relation, had made his Will 
and left them his whole eſtate after 
. his death, with this ſingle proviſo, 
W that the Church had nothing to ac- 
= cule them of with regard to Religion 
and Liberty : two kinds of merit of 
which their whole nation is extrem 
ly jealous, And the Church, that is, 
the Biſhop and his Suffragans, who 
were appointed the Judges of this be- 
queſt, were ſo-much the more con- 
cerned not to be eaſily ſatisfied, as 
they were ſubſtituted in the room of 
the Legatees in the caſe which ex- 
cluded them from the ſucceſſion. As . 
Condoidi's wife had been run away If 
with, the Greek Prelates had not fails» | 
ed to-alledge the incertainty with re- 
; gard 'g 
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triarch did not ſeem at all the more 
wh inclined, by the declaration -which 
M1 eiter had made of their death, 


gard to her and her daughter, as an 


- objection againſt the execution of the 
Will. And this was the reaſon that 


Condoidi, after he had diſcover'd his 
Steward, was leſs ſollicitous to get in- 
formations concerning the adventures 
of his wife and daughter, than to 
cauſe the Raviſher to be puniſhed, as 
ſoon as he had confeſs'd himſelf guil- 
ty of the rape and had declared that 


they were dead: Hoping that the 


diſcovery of the circumſtances they 
might have fallen into, wou'd be pre- 
vented by his death. As he was not 

ignorant of what the Criminal had 
told the Cadi, he was the more ur- 


gent to make him look'd upon as an 
impoſtor, and did not reſt -*till he 


ſaw him lead to execution. The Pa- 


£0 
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to ſurrender the eſtate to Condoidi, 
but inſiſted upon proofs which the o- 
ther did not think himſelf obliged to 
give, The unexpected appearance of 
his daughter alarm'd him in a terri- 
ble manner, Far from being inclin'd 
to examine her pretenſions, and by 
what accident ſhe was at Conſtanti- 
nople, he apprehended nothing ſo 
much as diſcoveries which might pre- 
judice his hopes. In fhort, being 
perſuaded after the death of the Stew- 
ard, that ſne would find it extreamly 
difficult to prove her birth, he re- 
ſolved, not only not to own, but even 
to accuſe her of being an impoſtor and 
to ſollicit her puniſhment, in caſe the 
ſhov'd inſiſt upon and pretend 8 
prove. her title. | 

And I am miſtaken, added the 
Youth, if he has not form'd a yet 


more dreadful defign z for he was, 
| 5 ter 


and had received him into my houſe. 
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after your viſit, in an agony of paſ- 
ſion which he never feels but it pro- 


dͥdouces ſome very extraordinary effect, 
_ and I dare not ſay what lengths ſuch 
= tranſports have ſometimes carried 
him. j 


This account convinced me that it 
wou'd be difficult to perſuade Con- 


doidi to own Theofa for his daugh- 
ter; but I was not much alarm'd at 


his deſigns, and flatter'd myſelf, 
whatever methods he might take to 
hurt her, that I ſhou'd find it very 
eaſy to ſcreen her from his attempts. 


This thought made me drop my de- 


ſign of not letting him know who I 
was, or at leaſt what intereſt I had 
in his daughter, I deſired his ſon, 


on the contrary, to go to him the 
fame day, to inform him that I had 


taken Theofa under my protection, 


As 
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As I deſigned to put my new ſcheme _ 
in practice immediately, I enquired 
after two ſuch Slaves as I thought 
were neceſſary to it; and went to the 
Language Maſter's in the evening. 
My Valet de Chambre expected me 
with great impatience; and had been 
ſtrongly tempted to quit his poſt to 
come and give me an account of ſome 
obſervations which he thought of im- 
portance. A meſſenger from the Se- 
lictar had been there with very rich 
preſents, and the Language Maſter 
had talked to him a long while with 
a very myſterious air. My Valet not 
underſtanding the Turkifh language, 
ſeem'd not to take any notice of what 
paſſed; and having no hopes of ga- 
thering any thing from their words, 
contented himſelf with obſerving them 
at a diftance, What appeared moſt 
* to him, was to ſee the Se- 
lictar's 


9 - = 2 — % FRY N _—— 
— a+ __— the iT - * — — — = 2 ae wt 7 k — 
„„ > tron a —— DER 8 5 4 * * 2 pn .. _ 

» | RI " 2 2 — bo - * 8 — ih 
4 ule. oo ear — — — — waateeeR 
— — — * — — — - a oa — — — = wy, — — * 

1 —— * > > I K's 
* 9 * 


— I Ing a9 "ty 


2 
— EZ — rr = 
Q — — — r — —_—_ 
_ _ 
— Wear ee — 


— — — 2 Rs 7 
X — — 
_ . — 1 


„ P r 
1 = >. \ =». aa lhe. > — PRINT — 5 =o, Ae. 6: ape vetoed ——— 


x68 The Fair Greek. 


——U H— —— — — 
s * 
7 1 


„„ oj 
10 r 7 * 
_ - Dna _= V — 4 
ner. Fe 
4 
U 


lictar's preſents accepted of by the 
Language Maſter in a very complai- 


ſilks, and a great number of jewels 


for the uſe of women. He watch'd 


very narrowly to ſee with what air 
Theofa wou'd receive them; but aſ- 
ſured me, tho? he had kept his eyes 
continually upon the door of her a- 
partment and as often as poſſible up- 
on her, that he had not ſeen _ 
carried to her. | 

As I had no occaſion to uſe any 
ceremony with the Language Maſter, 
and was willing that he himſelf ſhould 
explain this affair, I immediately cal- 
led him to account for his conduct. 


7 He perceived at the firſt word that 
he was diſcover'd'; and hoping for 
nothing from artifice, confeſs*d that 


he had, with Theofa's leave, to whom 


he had EI his great poverty, 


applied 


ſant manner. They conſiſted of rich 
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applied the Seliftar's preſents to his 
own uſe. I am very poor, ſaid he: 
And telling Theofa the preſents were 

- undoubtedly hers, ſince they were 
ſent her without any conditions; the 
acknowledgment which ſhe thought 
ſhe ow'd me for ſome little ſervices 
which I had done her, induced 
her to conſent that I ſhouw'd keep 
them. It was eaſy for me to gueſs, 

after this confeſſion, at the motives 
which made him ſo ready to aſſiſt her 
in her flight, I immediately loſt all 
confidence in a man who was capable 
of ſo baſe an action; and tho? I cou'd' 
not charge him with a direct want of 
honeſty, yet I told him that he had 
nothing more to expect from my 
friendſhip. The power which I had 
over ſuch a fellow as this, hinder'd 
me from conſidering that my warmth 
was imprudent. But as I had reſol- 
Vor I 1 ved 
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ved to change Theofa's lodgings, 1 
no longer wanted his ſervice. 


I was ſo well ſatisfied with the per- 


ſon from whom I had the two Slaves 


whom I brought along with me, that 
I had an intire confidence in them. 


I had informed them of my deſigns, 


and promiſed them their liberty as a 
reward of their fidelity and zeal, 
The woman had ſerved in ſeveral Se- 
raglioes, and was a Greek as well as 
Theofa. The man was an Egypti- 
an; and tho? I did not regard their 
perſons, they had both an air above 
their condition, I preſented them to 
Theofa, She made no difficulty to 
accept of them; but aſk*'d of what 
uſe they cou'd be to her, ſince ſhe 
was to ſtay ſo little a while Rt Con- 
ſtantinople. 

I was with her alone, and rook thi I 


; opportunity to. acquaint her with my 


ſcheme. 


E. 4] 


De Fair Greek. 171 


ſcheme. But tho“ I had ſtudied the 
' propoſition which I was going to 


make, and fancied that it wou*d be 
very agreeable to her; yet I did not 
find the facility with which I uſually 


_ expreſs'd myſelf, Every look which 


I caſt upon Theofa, raiſed a flutter - 
and tumult in my breaſt of which 1 
wanted to inform her, that ſhe might 
thence infer my meaning, and ſave 
me the confuſion of a dire& avowal 


of it : But as theſe emotions were not 


capable ſo ſuddenly to change a reſo- 
lution in which I was fix'd; I told 
her with a trembling voice, that my 
concern for her welfare making me 
look upon her departure as a ſtep 
which cou'd not end well, I was de- 
termined to make her a much more 
agreeable offer, which would place 
her in a ſituation where I, cou'd war- 
rant her all the retirement which ſhe 
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ſeem'd to deſire, and an abſolute e. 


curity againſt any enterprizes of Con- 
doidi. 
tle diſtance from the City, a very a- 
greeable ſeat both as to its ſituation 
and the extraordinary pleaſantneſs of 
its Gardens. This I offer you as the 


place of your retreat, You ſhall there 


be intirely at your liberty, and treat. 


ed with all imaginable reſpect. Ba- 


niſh all ideas of a Seraglio, that is, 
thoſe of ſolitude and perpetual re- 
ſtraint. I will be with you there as 
often as my affairs will permit me, 
and bring no body thither but ſome 


friends of my own Country, who will 


give you a ſpecimen of the manners 
of the French. If my cares, endear- 
ments and ſervices can make your life 


happy, you ſhall never know a mo- 


ment's diſquiet. In ſhort,” here you 


| will find the wide CEO that there 


18 


Tee continued I, at a lit- 
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is between living with an old man in 
a Seraglio, and with one of my age, 


who unites all his deſires in you, and 
makes your happineſs the a of 


+ his life. 


I look'd on the ground allthe time 
I was making this ſpeech, as tho“ I 
preſumed too much on the power 
which I had over her, and was fear- 
ful of abuſing it. And my thoughts 
being more employ'd about my paſ- 
ſion than the ſcheme of life which 1 
had formed for her, 1 waited with 
more impatience to hear her explain 
herſelf with regard to her inclinations 
for me, than concerning the retire- 
ment and ſafety which 1 had men- 
tioned. in the offer I made her, 
Her ſlowneſs in anſwering, began to 
make me very uneaſy. At laft, ſeem- 
ing to have got over a doubt which 
had given her a good deal of trou- 
BY ©: ble, 
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Z j | dle, the told me, tho? ſhe cou'd not 
change her opinion concerning the 
neceſſity there was of her leaving 
Conſtantinople, that it would be 
more agreeable to wait in the Coun- 
try than the Town for the opportu- 
nity which I had promiſed ſoon to 
procure her of doing it in a commo- 
dious manner, And mentioning her 
Sratitude, ſhe: added, that my fa. 
vours had no bounds, and that ſhe 
ſhou'd not attempt to compute the 
value of them, fince in obliging an 
unfortunate creature who was not ca- 
pable of doing any thing to ſerve me, 
1 cou*d to be ſure mean nothing but 
to gratify my generoſity. As my 
heart was tortured with a variety of 
paſſions, it is natural to ſuppoſe that 
I ſhou'd have choſen a more direct 
anſwer; but thinking myſelf too hap- 
PY at ſeeing, her — to go along 
with 


De Fair Greek, 1 - 5 


with me into the Country, I did not 
ſtay to conſider whether ſhe under- 
ſtood my meaning, nor whether what 
the had faid was a conſent or a refu- 
ſal, but preſs'd her to ſet out with 
me that minute, 

She made no objections, and I bid 
my Valet de Chambre order my cha- 
riot to the door immediately, It was 
hardly nine o'clock, I purpoſed to 
ſup with her in the country, and what 
did I not afterwards promiſe myſelf 
from this happy night ? But as I be- 
gan to expreſs my joy, the Language 
Maſter came in with an air of con- 
ſternation, and taking me aſide told 
me that the Selictar, attended only 
by two Slaves, aſked to ſee Theofu. 
The trouble which this news gave 
me, hinder'd me at firſt from con- 
ſidering that this Lord was at the 
door himſelf, Ah! did you not 
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tell him, ſaid I, that Theofa cou'd 
not receive his viſit? He confels' d, 
with the ſame ſeeming diſorder, that 
ſuppoſing him not to be the Selictar 
himſelf but one of his ſervants, he 
thought to put him off by telling 
him that I was with Theofa; but 
that the Selictar was only the more 
eager to come in, and order'd him 
to let me know that he was there, It 
was impoſſible for me to avoid ſee- 
ing him; and if I wonder'd what 
love cou'd make a man of his rank 
ſtoop to, it was not ſo much for the 
ſake of a reflection which was as ap- 
plicable to me as to him, as to ex- 
cuſe the confuſion into which this un- 
lucky accident threw me. I did not 
doubt but that this was a new piece 


of treachery of the Language Ma- 
ter; but ſcorning to vent my re- 


proaches on ſo perfiduous a wretch, 


The Fair Greek. 1 77 


I entreated Theofa not to give a man 
any advantage over her, with whoſe 
views ſhe was ſo well acquainted, 
This anxiety was a farther indication 
of my own. She aſſured, me that it 
was only in obedience to me, that 
ſhe conſented to admit of his viſit. 

I went to meet him. He embra- 
ced me very affectionately, and jeſting 
pleaſantly on ſo odd a rencounter, 
ſaid the Fair Greek had no cauſe to 
complain either of friendſhip or love. 
Repeating afterwards what he had 
told me before concerning his paſſion 
for her, he added that he had ſo 
firm a reliance on my word, that he 
ſhou'd be pleaſed at my being a wit- 
neſs to the propoſals he would make 
her. This way of talking and the 
ſcene to which it was a prelude, Co © 
qually perplex'd me. How different 
a perſon did I now e from 

1 3 - what 
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what I was in fact, when I proteſted 
that generoſity was the only motive 
which engaged me to intereſt myſelf - 
in Theofa's affairs! And in a diſpo. 
fition of which I cou'd no longer 
doubt, how cou'd I be ſure that I 
ſhou'd have a ſufficient command of 
my temper patiently to hear the of- 
fers and courtſhip: of a Rival? I was, 
however, under a neceſſity of doing 
myſelf this violence, which was the 
more intolerable as it was wholly ow- 
ing to myſelf. Theofa was in ſome 
confuſion at ſeeing us come in' toge-. 
ther; and in a much greater, when 
going to her, he talk*d' plainly of his 
_ paſſion, and wearied her with all the 
expreſſions of fondneſs which: among 
the Turks have the air of the ſtudied 
part of a Player. I attempted ſeve- 
ral times to interrupt a Comedy which 


<ou'd not but be as inſupportable to 
Theofa 
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Theofa as to me; and I went ſo far 


as to anſwer for her. She propoſes, 
faid I, to quit Conſtantinople z/ and 


this muſt give her great concern, 


ſince it puts it out of ker power to li- 
ſten to ſentiments which are ſo full 


of tenderneſs and ſo agreeably ex- 


preſs'd. But what I thought ſuffici- 
ent to check his career, or at leaſt to 
moderate the warmth of his expret- 
fions, ſerved only to haſten the of- 


fers for which he was prepared. He 


reproach*d her with a deſign, which 
ſhe formed, he ſaid, only to make 
him miſerable ; but flattering him- 
ſelf that he ſhow'd yet gain her at- 


fections, he told her of a ſtately houſe 
Wich- he had upon the Boſphorus, 


and which he was reſolved to ſettle 
upon her for her life, wich an eſtate 
ſufficient to ſupport the grandeur of 
ſo magnificent an edifice, She ſnou'd 
live 
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live there not only free and indepen- 
dent, but ſhou'd have an abſolute 
command of every thing which be- 
longed to him. He wou'd give her 
thirty Slaves of both ſexes, all his 
jewels » the number and luſtre of 
which were aſtoniſhing, and every 
thing elſe which ſhe cou'd wiſh for. 
He was in a ſufficient degree of fi- 
vour with the Sublime Port to be out 
of the reach of the jealouſy of any 
| perſon whatſoever. No fortune had 
a ſurer foundation than that which 
was founded upon him. And that 
ſhe might not doubt of his ſincerity, 
he made me a Wan of his. 78 
miſes. 
Theſe offers, expreſſed in the el 
log phraſes which are natural to the 
Turks, made a ſufficient impreſſion 
upon me to make me apprehend that 
_ had made too deep an one upon 
| E heofa, 
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Theofa. I was ſurpriſed that his pro- 


poſals ſhou'd have ſo great a reſem- 
blance of mine; and as they had 
much more of pomp. and ſplendor, 
trembled for my ſcheme which had 
hitherto went on ſo well, imagining 


that if the Selictar fail'd, that I cou'd 


have no hopes of ſucceeding. . But 


how greatly were my fears encreaſed 


when Theofa, being urged to an- 
ſwer, ſeem'd to be more affected by 
his offers than he himſelf expected! 
An air of complacency which ſpread 

itſelf over her face, made me ſee more 
charms in it than I had ever obſerv- 
ed before. She always uſed when 1 
ſaw her, to be uneaſy or melanchol- 
ly. The pangs of jealouſy. ſhow'd 
me all the fires of love lighted up in 


her eyes; and threw. me into a tranſ- 


port of rage, when I. heard her add 
that ſhe defired only four and twenty 
hours 


WL hover co determine; She ended this 
ſcene by earneſtly entreating him to 
retire z; and recollefting afterwards 
that he might be offended at her not 
{[Z having made the ſame requeſt to me, 
or at her ſcrupling to let him ſtay in 
4 place where he had found me, ſhe 
added very artfully; that with a Be- 
nefactor to whom ſhe ow'd her liber- 
ty, ſhe was leſs eircumſpect than with 
a Stranger whom ſhe had hardly ſeen 
three times before. 

I might perhaps have found ſome- 
thing in the conclufion of her ſpeech 
to have lefſen'd or ſuſpended my tor- 
ments, had my prejudices and paſſi- 
ons given me leave to have conſider- 
ed it, But being terribly alarmed at 
the time which the took to give her 
anſwer, made deſperate by the tranſ- 
ports of the Selictar, and almoſt choak- 


ed by the violence which I did myſelf 
215 5 
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to conceal my tortures, I thought ofno- 
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thing but getting into the ſtreet to eaſe 
myſelf a little by ſighs and complaints. 
had not however reſolution enough 
to leave him behind me, and when 
we went away together was tortured 
afreſh by being obliged to hear, for 
upwards of an hour, the extaſies and 
raptures with which his good fortune 
had inſpired him. I cou'd not be- 
lieve that the ſatisfaction with which 


Theofa heard him, cou'd be the ef- 


fect of ſo ſhort an interview; and 


knowing his honour and openneſs of 


temper, aſk'd him the occaſion of a 
viſit at which J was fo much ſurpri- 
fed. He very readily told me, that 
having the fame day ſent Theofa ſe- 


veral preſents which ſhe accepted of 


without anſwering his letter, he 
founded the Language Maſter with: | 
regard to the defign he had of going. 

privately 
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privately to his houſe, that the hopes 
of reward engaged this mercenary 
wretch to conſent to it, and that he 
informed him that I was there regu- 
larly every night. But'as you know 
the nature of my ſentiments for her, 
centinued the Selictar, and I am not 
ignorant of yours, I was ſo far from 
thinking your preſence an objection 
Wt fo my viſit, that I was pleaſed with 
dae thoughts of having you for a wit- 
WW neſs of my propoſals and promiſes, 
He repeated his reſolutions of faith- 
fully performing them, and of mak- 
ing an experiment of a. pleaſure to 
which Muſſelmen were ſtrangers. - 
I cou'd not help applauding ſo 
much frankneſs and ſo honourable a 
manner of proceeding, And refle&- 
ing on the tortures I had endured, 
| 1 the terms on which I was with him, 
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of which I cou'd not help being ſen- 
ſible, I reſolv'd to ſubdue my paſſi- 
ons which I had ſuffer*d to have too 
great a ſway, With this reſolution 
I took my leave of the Selictar. But 
I had gone only a few ſteps before I 
heard ſome body call my Valet de 
Chambre, who was the only ſervant 
I had with me, I preſently perceiv- 
ed that it was Jazir, the Slave I had 
given to Theofa. The reflection 


with which I left the Selictar ſtill o- 


perated ſo ſtrongly, that I began to 
give him ſome orders which would 
have ſeem'd harſh to his, Miſtreſs, 
but he prevented me by thoſe he 
brought from her. Theofa had ſent 
him after me, bidding him wait at a 
diſtance *cill I had parted with the 
Selictar, and then deſire me to come 
back to her. I had a ſtruggle in my 
own mind between my anger which 
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was ſtrengthen'd by the reflection 
T had juſt made, and my ſorrow to 
ſee all my late hopes miſcarry. But 
I avoided the trouble of this diſcuſ- 
fion, by finding a motive to return 
which had nothing in common with 
either of theſe. I had forgot my 
watch which J had a great value for 
on account of its excellent workman-· 
ſhip. Not confidering whether ic was 
not properly my Valet de Chambre's 
buſineſs to fetch it, I wear back with 
the Slave, highly delighted with a 
pretence which Rid my weakneſs e- 
ven from myſelf. What will the 
faith leſs ungrateful Theofa ſay to me? 
How attempt to excuſe her levity ? 
Theſe were my complaints as I went 
along; and far from eonſidering that 
ſhe had never granted me any thing 
which might authoriſe ſich expreſ- 


 fions, I only grew the warmer the 
nearer 
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nearer I came to the Language Ma- 
ſter's. I ſhou'd certainly have ac- 
coſted her with the bittereſt re- 
proaches, if I had ſeen in her the 
leaſt ſigns of fear or confuſion. But 
my ſurpriſe exceeded all bounds, when 
I ſaw her well pleaſed, merry, and 
as it were ready to bleſs her ſtars for 
her good fortune. She did not ſuf- 
fer my doubts to laſt long. You muſt 


own, ſaid' ſhe, that I had no other 


way to get rid of the Seliftar's im- 
portunities z but if your chariot" is 
ready, we will leave the City imme- 
diately. And I ſhowd- be ſorry, 
added ſhe, to have the Language 
Maſter let into the ſecret, for I'plain- 
ly ſee that he betrays us. As I was 
now more confounded with joy than 


I vas with grief before, ſhe had an 


opportunity to tell me, that when 


the _— 
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ſhe informed him of her deſign to 
quit Conſtantinople, ſhe had the ſa- 
tisfaction to find him very ready to 
aſſiſt her; but perceived that inte- 
reſt was the only motive of his zeal, 
He aſked her leave to keep the Se- 
litar's preſents, telling her that ſhe 
had no occaſion to trouble herſelf a- 
bout any thing which might be ſaid 
of her after ſhe was gone. What he 
whiſper'd in her ear upon the key, 
was to deſire her to conceal this af. 
fair from me. And tho' he ſeem'd, 
by the care he had taken to get her 
conſent, not to be capable of a down - 
right theft, yet ſhe did not doubt but 
that he had ſome hand in the Selic- 
tar's viſit and propoſals. And that 
ſhe had, in ſhort, all the reaſon in 
the world to accept of the offer L had 
made her of my country houſe z and 
| 951 
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that if T was ſo kind as to gratify her 


deſire, 1 ſhou'd not put off our yours ; 
ney *till the next day. | 

I was fo raviſh'd with hearing her 
and ſo determined not to delay a 
moment what I defired ſo much 
more than ſhe, that I did not ſtay 
to anſwer her, but order*d my cha- 
riot to be brought back immediate- 
ly. It had been there while I was 
with the Selictar, and I had com- 
manded my Valet de Chambre to 
ſend it home again. I was under no 
difficulty about concealing Theofa's 
retreat from the Language Maſter ; 
but all my raptures not being able to 
put the Selictar out of my head, I 
had ſome uneaſineſs about the man- 
ner in which he might take this affair. 
But my ſcruples preſently vaniſned, 
and I thought myſelf ſafe from his re- 
. e The declaration which 1 

4 made 


* 
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made him of my ſentiments was ſin. WW 
cere, I never promiſed him that they 
would not alter; and having given 
him an opportunity to gain Theofi 
by his offers, he cou'd have no 
grounds to complain of me, tho? ſhe 
ſhou'd prefer mine to his. But ſhe 
had flatter*'d him with hopes, and the 
time ſhe took to determine was a fort 
of promiſe to ſee him again, and 
plainly to tell him her mind. I fear. 
ed I ſhou'd perplex her a little by put - 
ting her in mind of this difficulty; 
but ſhe had foreſeen it. Going into 
her chamber after I had given or- 
ders about my chariot, I found her 
with a pen in her hand. I am writ- 
ing, ſaid ſhe, to the Selictar, to put 
an end to any hopes he may have 
from my anſwer. I will leave my Let - 
ter with the Language Maſter, Who 
will without doubt be pleaſed to do 
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him a new piece of ſervice. I told 
her I approved of her deſign, and 
ſne went on with her Letter. I did 
myſelf the violence to reſtrain all ex- 
preſſions of my joy, as tho? the fear 
of being croſs*'d by ſome new acci- 
dent had made me ſuſpend. its tranſ- 
ports. The:Language Maſter, whom 
I look'd upon with indignation, and 
whoſe remorſe perhaps, made him en- 
deavour to be reconciled to me, ſent 


to deſire my leave to come in. By all 


means, replied Theofa; and ſeeing 
him appear, ſhe told him that ſhe 
was reſolved to quit Conſtantinople, 
that ſhe had given me ſuch reaſons 
for it as forced me to approve of her 
reſolution, and that ſhe ſhou'd be glad 
to inform the Seliftar of the grate- 
ful ſenſe which the retain'd of his 
favours, She gave him the Letter ſhe 
had written; and ſaid with a malici- 
Ks ous 
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ous ſmile, you will very readily exe. 
cute my commiſſion, ſince you are 
paid for it beforehand, and ſince the 
Selictar no more than I deſigns to call 
you to account for his preſents, 1 
cou*d not upon this occaſion help re- 
1 proaching him with his treachery, 
Nee proteſted, to juſtify himſelf, that 
ble was not conſcious of any breach 
of truſt; and reminding me of the 
frankneſs with which he had confel- 
ſed the part he ated with regard. to 
Theofa's flight as ſoon as he found 
how much it affected me; he deſired 
me from thence to judge of the ſin- 
cerity of his intentions, But know- 
ing full well what was to be attribu- 
ed to his fears of my vengeance, and 
reſolving to employ him no more, 
I only deſired him to tell the Selictar 
that I wou'd wait upon bim Li 
ſoon. | | + FOUTAFTRL 
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I was indeed already thinking of 
ſome methods by which I ſuppoſed I 
might infallibly preſerye the friend- 
ſhip of this Lord, notwithſtanding 
the oppoſition of our intereſts, But 
hearing my chariot at the door, I 1 

took Theofa by the hand to lead her 
to it, graſping it with a tranſport of 
joy which I cou'd no longer diſſem- 
ble. And tho? I deſigned at firſt to 
ſend her alone under the care of my. 
Valet de Chambre, that the Lan- 
guage Maſter might not gueſs which 
way ſhe went; yet I cou'd not deny 
myſelf the pleaſure of going along 
with her, maſter of her fortune and 
her perſon by her conſenting to re- 
treat to my houſe, and of her heart 

too as I flatter'd myſelf, For what © 

other conſtruction  cou'd I put upon 
her throwing herſelf into my arms 
with ſo much confidence ? 
CYBL, I. * 1 
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1 had no ſooner taken my place by 

her ſide but I ſnatch'd a raviſhing 
| kiſs, of which I had the pleaſure to 
think her not inſenfible ; and a figh, 
which ſhe cou'd not ſuppreſs, - made 
me judge yet more favourably of 
what paſſed in her heart. All the 
way we went I preſs'd her hand in 


dne, with which I: flatter'd- myſelf 


ſhe was as well pleaſed as I. Every 


4 By action had a tincture of fondneſs in 
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it, and all my words continually 
glow'd with the flame which raged 
in my heart with. greater violence 
than ever; but they were both, thro' 
my natural love of decency, equally 
guarded and modeſt. : 

If Theofa ſometimes endeavour'd I 
to check my ardour, ſhe did not do 
it from coldneſs or averſion. She on- 


y entreated me not to miſapply ſuch 


ſoft and endearing language to one 
by . h 
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who was uſed to the tyrannical cu- 
ſtoms of a Seraglio z and when this 
manner of endeavouring to avoid on- 
ly redoubled my careſſes, ſne add- 
ed, that it was not ſtrange that the 
French Ladies were happy, if all the 
men condeſcended to treat mme 
ſuch exceſſive complaiſance. 

It was about midnight when we 
arrived at my Country Houſe, which” 
was ſituated near a village called O. 
ru. I had made no extraordinary 


preparations; but as I often carried 9 


my friends thither at times when * 
was leaſt expected, there was always | 
ſomething ready to entertain them e- 
legantly. I mention*d ſupper as ſoon © 
as we got there, but Theofa told me 


ſhe had more need of ' reſt; I inſiſt: 


ed however upon the neceſſity of re- 
freſhing-ourſelves a little by a ſlight 
and delicate collation, We did not 


K 2 ſit 
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ſit long at table, and I ſpent more 
time in jeſting and looking at The- 
| ofa, than in eating. I had told. my 
| Domeſtics in which room I intended 

to lie, and one of the reaſons of my 
| preſſing Theofa to take a little re» 
freſhment, was to give them time to 
deck it out in the moſt elegant man. 


| ner. Having repeated what ſhe had 


| ſaid of her wanting reſt, I conſtrued 
this declaration as a modeſt hint of 
the impatience of her deſires; and 
thought myſelf happy in finding in 
| ſo amiable a miſtreſs vivacity enough _ 
| to wiſh for the happy hour, and mo- 
deſty enough to Mn her inclina- 
FR .: .- | 
| My ſervants, who had known me 
more than once make this uſe of wy 
| houſe at Oru, and were order'd be- 
[ ſides to prepare only one bed, had 
| IT. in the ue apartment every. 
1 hug: 
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thing which was commodious for 

Theofa and me. I led her to it with 

an exceſs of joy and gallantry. Her 
Slave and my Valet de Chambre, 
who attended us thither, began to 
do their office; and jeſting with Be- 
ma (that was the name of her Slave) 
1 defired her not to incur my diſplea- 
ſure by being too tedious. I imagi- 
ned that Theofa had naturally enter- 

ed into all my views, and thought 
her ſo well diſpoſed to the coneluſion 
of this ſcene, that I had not fo much 
as thought of throwing any veil over 
my deſigns, With a woman who 
ad given me ſo plain an account of 
her adventures at Patras and in the 
Seraglio, I was not, I thought, any 
ways obliged to uſe the precautions: i 
and diſguiſes which relieve the mo- 
deſty of an unexperienced girl; and 
if I may be indulged another reflec- 
K 3 tion, 
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% : 


tion, I cou'd not expect any exceſs of 
modeſty and reſerve in one whoſe ac- 
knowledgments I had ſo juſt a title 
to, and who had beſides deliver d 
herſelf fo voluntarily into my hands, 
And indeed the ſtrongeſt paſſion 
which I hitherto had for her, ſeem- 
ed to myſelf to be only that of a Li- 
.bertine; and I prefer'd her, Tthought, 
to all other women only becauſe ſhe 
hit my fancy better, and ſeem'd to 


promiſe ma more pleaſurre. 


\ ** 1 — 
r — . . non, ——————— * 3 * 


Ass ſoon as ſhe obſerved that my 
Valet de Chambre began to undreſs 
me, ſhe puſh'd away her Slave who 


was doing her the fame office, and 


remainꝰd for ſome time penſive and 
dubious. I ſaw her countenance 


change but being at the other end 


ö of the room, fancied I was deceived 


by the darkneſs of the night. But 


| oblying hr fad ill, and Bera 


q 499 idle | 


2 


A 


| ſome confuſion, to jeſt à little upon 


the apprehenſion I was under that 


ſhe would make me wait. This way 
of talking, which circumſtances made 


very plain, quite confounded her. 


She went from the glaſs before which 
the ſtood, and throwing herſelf, in a 


languiſhing poſture upon a ſopha, 


lean'd her head upon her hand, as 


tho? ſhe deſigned to hide her face 
from me. I apprehended at firſt that 


| ſhe was ſeized with ſome ſudden diſ- 


order, We had travel'd in the night, 


and our collation conſiſted only of 


fruits and ice. I run to her with the 


greateſt. eagerneſs, and aſk?d what 
was the matter with her. She made 
me no anſwer, | My uneaſineſs en- 


crealing, I took hold of the hand on 
which ſhe reſted her head, and offer- 
ed to pull it to me, but ſhe den it 
:A "4" 4 un 
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idle by her, 1 ventured, tho with 
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back. At lalt, wiping away ſome 
tears of which Iperceived the traces, 
he deſired me to ſend away the Ser. 
vants, and hear her for a; few mi- 
nutes. Dy 
As ſoon as we were alone, ſhe 2 | 
her eyes upon the floor, and told me, 
with a feeble voice and an air of con- 
ſternation, that ſhe cou'd not diſpute 
any thing I required of her, but that 
| * ſhe never expected this. She ſaid no 
| more, as if grief and fear had ſtop'd 
ber there; and I perceived by her 
manner of breathing that her heart 
felt the moſt violent emotions. My 
| ſurpriſe, and perhaps a ſenſe of ſhame 
which I cou'd not preſently overcome, 
trender'd me ſpeechleſs; and it wou'd 
have been the oddeſt ſight in the 
world to have ſeen us both as much 
dejected and amazed as tho* we had 
been ſuddenly ſtruck with ſome mor- 
tal * 1 At 
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At length, recovering myſelf a lit- 


tle, I offer'd again to take hold of 
her hand, and preſſing it in mine, a 


moment, ſaid I during this tender 


ſtruggle, ſuffer me to hold it a mo- 


ment while I talk to and hear you. 
She ſeem'd to comply rather thro* a 
fear of offending than a deſire of 
pleaſing me. Alas! faid ſhe, with 
the ſame ſadneſs of heart; what right 
have I to refuſe you? Is there any 
thing in my power which is not more 
properly yours than mine? No, no, 


1 cou'd never have expected this. 


Her tears began to flow in greater a- 


bundance. During the confuſion of 


this ſcene, I had ſome fuſpicion of her 
| fincerity, and began to think her 
grief and oppoſition affected; hav- 


ing often heard that moſt of the Tur- 


kiſh girls boaſt of not granting their 


rows till after a long reſiſtance. 
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But the ſimplicity which I obſerve! in 
I} her ſorrows, and the ſhame of not an- 
b ſwering the opinion which ſhe had of | 
me if ſhe was ſincere, made me ſup- } 
preſs my paſſions, Seeing her con- 
 tinue to hold down her head, dent 
be afraid, ſaid I, to look upon me, 
but be aſſured that of all mankind 1 
am the leaſt capable of giving you 
uneaſineſs, or of offering any violence 
to your inclinations. My deſires are 
the natural effect of your charms, 
and I flatter'd myſelf that you wou'd 
not refuſe. me what you yoluntarily 
granted to the Son of the Governor 
of Patras and Baſſa Cheriber. Our 
i -paſſions are not in our own power 
She interrupted me by an exclamati- 
oon, which proceeded 1 thought from 
i} -2-heare full of anguiſh, and when T 
talk'd in a manner which 1 judged 
ee to pacify her, the e told me or 


8 
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I had fill'd up. the meaſure of her 
grief. Not being able to gueſs at the 


cauſe of ſo odd a behaviour, and nat 


daring to ſay a fingle word more for 
fear of making matters worſe, I en- 
treated her to tell me what I muſt do, 
what I muſt ſay to appeaſe the ſtorm 


I had raiſed, and not to think me 


guilty of a crime ſince ſhe muſt know 
I did not mean to offend her. The 


manner in which 1 pronounced' this 
requeſt, made her apprehend that 
ſhe had in her turn diſpleaſed me by ; 


her complaints. Ol beſt. of , men, 


ſaid ſhe, (an expreſſion which i is ve- 


ry common among the Turks) judge 
more RIPE of the rene of 


„ Ss 


— WF! 


with regard to me hien can 1 8 -al 

an offence. But you have cleft my 

heart with wich What Lines adds 
hes 


| 1 d 
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mne, ſince you Permit me to explain 

| my deſires, is to be left to my own 
{1 | fad thoughts to night, and to give 
me leave to communicate them to 


you in the morning; but if there iz 
too much preſumption in this requeſt 
of your Slave, wait at leaſt *cill you 
i have heard before you condemn them, 
She attempted to throw herſelf at my 

E feet, but I would not ſuffer her to do 
it; and riſing from the ſopha where 
5 Ifate to hear her, Iaſſumed as free and 
= unconcerned an air as tho” I had ne- 
ver thought of making any propoſi- 
rion of love. Lay aſide terms, ſaid 


I, which no longer ſuit your condi-- 


tion. You are ſo far from being 4 
Slave, that you have an abſolute po- 


wer over me, which I was but too 
willing to grant you. But I would 


{corn to owe your heart to authority, 


even tho' I * A LO” to make * 


— 


4 > #4 


the reſt of your life, if you pleaſe, 


deſire. I immediately call'd herSlave, 


—_ Ty nel — 


do her duty; and retiring with the 
another apartment, and got inſtantly 
into bed. I had ſome remains of per- 
I flatter'd myſelf that reſt and ſleep 


heart and mind. 
As ſoon as the darkneſs and — 


my ſcatter*d ſenſes, all the circum- 
fore my eyes, preſented themſelves in 


colours almoſt as lively to my mags 
nation, As I had not loſt one word 


t1ments 


The Fair Greek. 205 
of it, You ſhall paſs this night, and 
with all the tranquillity you ſeem to 
and bid her, without the leaſt paſſion, - 
ſame apparent calmneſs, went into 
turbation which, notwithſtanding all 
my efforts, I cou*d not ſhake off; but 


would ſoon reſtore the ſerenity of my | 


of the night had begun to recollect 


ſtances which had ſo lately paſſed be- 


of what Theofa had ſaid, the firſt ſen- 
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timents which I felt in making a re. | 


view of it, were without doubt indig 


nation and confuſion, . I cou'd alſo 


eaſily perceive that the readineſs with 
which I conſented to leave her to 


| herſelf, and all the unconcernedneſ 


which I ſhow'd at quitting the room, 
were owing to the ſame cauſe ; and 
I confirmed this opinion by reproach- 


ing myſelf for my weakneſs and 
| folly. Ougght I not to bluſh at feel- 
ing an inclination for a girl of this 
ſort, and ſhow'd: I ſuffer a liking of 


her to proceed ſo far as to give me 


uneaſineſs and trouble? Is not Turky 


full of Slayes from whom I may ex- 
pect the ſame pleaſures ? have then, 
added I in ridicule of my own. folly; 


been very near falling ſeriouſly in love 


with a girl whom I took out of a Se- 


taglio at Conſtantinople, and who was 


not * e into thatof Che- 
riber 


_— 


7 riber till after ſhe had tried all the 


rest. Coming afterwards to the re- 
lo i fufal which ſhe had made me of her 
th WT favours after having been ſo prodigal 
- | of them to I know not how many 
6 


Turks, I was amazed at my exceſſi ve 
delicacy which could ſet ſo high a 
price on the leavings of old Cheri- 


rable that Theofa ſhou*d ſo ſoen have 
learnt the value of her charms, and 


that the firſt man to whom ſhe ſhould 


proffer to ſell them at ſo dear a rate, 
ſhou'd be a Frenchman, and one too 
who had ſo much experience in the 


I, from the good - natured air Which 


young Coquet, who had I thought ſo 
much ſimplicity and frankneſs, ſup- 
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ber. But I thought it yet more admi- 


traffic of women. She hoped, ſaid 


appears in my face and manners, to 
make me her firſt cull; and this 


poſes . that ſhe has artiſice e- ] 
. nmaough "i 
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nough to lead me \whereever he 


review d Theofa's whole conduct With 


tentions to be ſuch as J ſuppoſed they 
were? Have I not, on the contrary, | 


* £ — 


and improve into maxims of the moſt 


EE 


"neſs and energy of all her reaſonings? ! 
She was indeed ſometimes too full of 


tion perhaps which hinder'd me from 
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pleaſes. 
After I had as it were ſatisfied my 
reſentment by theſe reflectlons, Icam 
by degrees to conſider this matte 
thoroughly and with leſs paſſion, [ 


regard to me, ſince I firſt ſaw her i 
Cheriber's Seraglio. Has ſne ever by 
any word or action diſcoverꝰd her in. 
been often ſurpriſed to ſee her catch 
refined morality the leaſt hints which 
J gave her of reflection; and have! 
not been even aſtoniſhed at the acute 


them, and it was this kind of affecta- 


l them ſincere, lock d upon 
8 them 


* rs at — PF md no * 


e o d the ideas of yirtue with which 
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them at moſt only as an exerciſe of her 
underſtanding, or as the effect of an 
infinite number of new impreſſions, 
which the account and explication of 
our maxims and cuſtoms were conti- 

nually making on a liyely and active 


imagination, But why ſhou'd I do 
her this injury, and not really be- 
lieve, as ſhe has naturally a good dif- 


poſition and a great ſtrength of ge- 


nius, that ſhe was ſeriouſly affect- 
ed with a thouſand principles the 


ſeeds of which ſhe found in her own. 
heart? Did ſhe not at once reject the 
offers of the Selictar? Did not ſhe 
deſign to leave even me, to ſeek a 


place in Europe that might anſwer * | 


her views? And if ſhe afterwards 


_ conſented to deliver herſelf up to my 
care, was it not natural for her to 


have ſuch a confidence in one to whom 


= 
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"ſhe was ſo much raviſhed? And a 
ſhe not, in this caſe, merit eſteem and 
> veneration ; and from whom more 
Ry than for me, who ſerved her at firſt 
withoutany views of intereſt, and who, 
inſtead of thwarting her ſchemes of 
-wifdom by the empty fooliſh ones of 
a Libertine, ought to be proud of a 
converſion which is properly a work 
of my own? _ 
I! he more intent I was upon the | 
_ reflections, the more I found I was 
charmed with this view of my adven- 
ture with Theofa; and having al- 
ways valued myſelf upon ſome eleya- | 
tion in my principles, it coſt me but 
Aittle uneaſineſs to ſacrifice my plan of 
pleaſure to the hopes of making her 
as remarkable for her virtue as her 
beauty. I never thought, ſaid I, of 
teaching her knowledge and virtue; 
and her love of them is mere wing 
—_— ON 40 
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to her own happy diſpoſition than to 


any hints which have accidentally 


drop'd from me. What might I not = 


expect, did I ſeriouſly ſtudy to.cult'= 


vate her rich endowments of Nature? 


I was raviſh'd with the proſpect of 


what I thought I'cou'd make her. 


What will ſhe then want, added I, 
to be the firſt woman in the world? 


What! Theofa become as amiable 
by the qualities of her heart and 
mind, as by the external allurements 
of her perſon! Ah! what man of 
taſte and honour would not think 
himſelf happy in ſuch a ---- I ſup- 


preſs*d the reſt of this reflection, a- 


larm'd at the greedineſs with which 
my heart aſſented to it. It was ever 


recurring to my mind *till the mo- 
ment I drop'd aſleep! I was far from 
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and gept perfectly calm and ealy 8 
the reſt of the night, 
The firſt traces which J Want in 


my memory in the morning, were 


thoſe enchanting ones which were 
impreſs'd upon it when I drop'd a- 
ſleep; and they had taken ſuch deep 
root, that having, as it were, effac'd 
thoſe of my firſt ſcheme, I had not 


the leaſt return of any deſires which 


reſembled thoſe which I had enter- 


tain'd for ſome days paſt, - I burnt 


with i impatience to ſee Theofa ; but 
it was in the hopes of ſeeing her ſuch 
as I had found ſo much pleaſure in 


_ ſuppoſing ſhe would ſoon be, or of 


ſeeing her at leaſt in a diſpoſition to- 


\ wards it. This deſire was violent e- 
nough to make me even apprehen- 
five of being deceived in my expec- 
tations, The moment I heard ſome 


body 
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body up in her apartment, I ſent to 
deſire admittance. She bid her Slave 
deſire me to allow her time to get out 
of bed, but I made the more haſte to 
ſurpriſe her in itz tho? with no other 
view than that of convincing her, by 

my moderation, of the change which 
the night had produced. She'was in 
ſome confuſion at ſeeing me come ſo 
ſoon, and laid the blame of my catch- 
ing her in bed on the dilatorineſs of 
her Slave, I encouraged her by the - 
modeſty of my words and behaviour, 
and left her no room to fear any 
thing from me. And yet how allu- 
ring, what a temptation to make me 
forget my reſolutions, the view.of- ſo. 
many charms! 

You promiſed me, ſaid 1, very ſe- 
riouſly, ſome. explications which 1 
long to hear; but ſuffer them to be 
NEO by mine, To whatever de- 
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fires I gave myſelf up yeſterday, you 
muſt know by the regard which I paid 
to yours, that I wouꝰd not obtain any 
thing of a woman which ſhe is not 


inclined voluntarily to grant me. I 


ſhall now add to this proof of my 


ſentiments a declaration which will 


confirm them: And it is this, that 


with whatever views you conſented to 
accompany me hither, you ſhall al- 


ways have full liberty to purſue as you 


now have to explain-them, Here 1 


ſtop'd ; and reſolved not to interrupt 
her *till ſhe had finiſhed her ſpeech. 


But I was-ſurpriſed to ſee her caſt her 


eyes upon me and ſhed ſome tears; 


and when the uneaſineſs they gave me 
made me forget my reſolution, to aſk 


her the occafion of them, my wonder 


was encreaſed- by her anſwer, - She 
told me that no body's caſe was more 
lamentable than hers, and that What 
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I faid was the very evil which the ap- 


prehended. I defired her to ſpeak/ 


more plainly. Alas! faid ſhe, in 
making me this declaration of your 
ſentiments, what an injury you do 


mine! After what paſt here laſt 
night, you cou'd not talk in this 
manner but by a chain of the ſame 
ideas; and I die with ſhame to find 


that T have ſucceeded ſo ill, notwith- 


ſtanding all my efforts, in my en- 
deavours to lay my whole ſoul before 


you. 


words and manner, that every thing 
which related to her ever ſince I firſt 


law her, had been to me one conti- 
nued riddle, which what the had juſt” 
ſaid render'd ſtill more impenetrable. 
Speak plainly, faid I; why ſhow'd 


you 


This complaint ſerving only to 
darken the matter ſtill more, I told 
her, with an equal frankneſs in my 
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you heſitate? To whom ſhow'd you 


unboſom yourſelf with greater confi- 


dence? 
It is your queſtions, anſwer' d ſhe 


at laſt, it is the neceſſity you lay me 


under of ſpeaking plainly which 
cauſes my uneaſineſs. What! can 
you want to be told that I am the 


' moſt wretched of my ſex? You, who 


have ſhown me my ſhame, can you 
be ſurpriſed that I am inſupportable 
to myſelf, and ſeek to hide me from 
the eyes of others. Ah! what is the 
part which I ought to act for the fu- 


ture? Ought I to comply with your 
 - Cdefires or thoſe of the Selictar, when 


all the truths you have taught me, 
condemn them? Or ſhou'd I go in 
queſt of a country of which you have 
ſo much extoll'd the cuſtoms and 
manners, and there find,” in the prac- 
tice of all the virtues which I have 

been 
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tence to condemn me, yet I conſent- 
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been a ſtranger to, a perpetual re- 
proach of my infamy? I made anat- 
tempt however to quit this land of 
corruption; being equally deſirous to 
fly from thoſe who ruin'd the inno- 
cence. of my youth, and from you- 
who taught me to be ſenſible of my 
loſs. But whither wou'd my re- 
morſe and confuſion have lead me ! 
I perceive but too plainly that I 
ſhou'd, without a guide or protec-! 
tion, have plunged at every ſtep I: 
took into new diſaſters. Your in- 
treaties ſtop*'d me: Tho' you was 
more formidable to me than all o- 
thers, becauſe you knew the whole: 
extent of my ſhame and wretched»: 
neſs z- tho? every look ſeem'd a ſen- 


ed to return with you. Does the pa- 
tient, ſaid I, to encourage myſelf to ir; 
bluſh at the ſight of his wounds? Be- 

Mon, I. I. ſices, 
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ſides, being convinced of the impru- 
dence of my intended voyage, I flat. 
ter'd myſelf that you wou*d ſoon ſe- 
cure me a ſafer method of departing. 

And yet it is you who drive me to- 
wards the precipice from which you 
deliver'd me. You whom I look*d 
upon as my Maſter in virtue, endea- 
vour to entice me back to vice; and 
this is the more dangerous to my 
weakneſs, becauſe if it cou'd have a- 
ny charm for me, it would be when 
preſented by you. Alas! did I ill 
make known my meaning, or did 
you only pretend not to apprehend! 
me? The narrow limits of my un- 
derſtanding , the confuſion of my 
ideas and expreſſions, - did perhaps 
make you miſconſtrue my ſentiments; 
but if by my preſent efforts to explain 
you begin to comprehend them, be 
nendiicaged with * your own. 
4 lectures 
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. lectures have had upon my heart. 
1 Tho you ſhou'd have changed your 


5 principles; yet as I plainly perceive 
| that it is my duty to perſevere in 
be them, J- earneſtly. conjure you to 1 

1 mit me to do it. 

J This ſpeech, of which bonty re- 
| late what remember moſt diftin&-' 
i ly, was long enough to give me time 
z to comprehend all its force and to 


prepare my anſwer to it. As I was 
\ full of the reflections which employ- 
| ed me all night, I was ſo far from 
5 being offended at Theofa's reproach- 
: es, ſentiments and reſolutions,” that I 
5 was, on the contrary, quite charm'd 
2 at finding them ſo conformable to 
the opinion which I had of them. 
| And indeed the idea which I began 
* to conceivs of her, and the virtuous 
5 ſatisfaction which I felt from it, ga- 
| ther?d' ſtrength all the time-ſhe was 
| WW » oz ſpeak- 
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ſpeaking ; and had ſhe been ever ſo 
little attentive to my behaviour, ſhe 
. would have obſerved that I heard e- 
| very word ſhe utter'd with figns of 
joy and applauſe. My anſwer, how- / 
ever, was calm and moderate, that I:4 
might not ſeem to conclude ſo ſeri- -* 
ous a conference with an air of levi- 
ty or paſſion, Dear Theofa, ſaid I, 
in the fulneſs of my heart, you have 
humbled me by your complaints , 
which, I own, I was yeſterday far 
from foreſeeing ; but I had ſome pre- 
ſage of them when I made you this 
viſit, and came prepared to plead 
guilty, If you aſk me the occaſion 
of my crime, it was the difficulty I 
found to perſuade myſelf of the truth: 
of what I hear with ſo-muth admira-. 
tion, and what wou'd ſtill have ſeem- 
ed incredible, had I not ſo inconte- 
te a ”_—_ of it. That my N 
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hard the practice of it is even in coun- 
1 tries the moſt favour'd by Heaven, 
z it eaſy to believe that one of your 
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of you was not equal till now to my 
admiration, is my ſhame and re- 
proach. Alas! when one conſiders 
how rare the love of virtue and how 


age, juſt come out of a Seraglio, and 
in the heart of Turky, cou'd ſo ſud- 
denly form ſo perfect an idea and 
have ſo quick a reliſh of it? What 
did I do, what did I ſay to inſpire 
you with it? Cou'd ſome caſual re- 
flections on our cuſtoms and manners 
give ſuch a happy turn to your heart ? 
No, no, you are indebted for it to 
no body but yourſelf; and the wrong 
bias you received from the force of 
cuſtom, is a misfortune of your birth 
and education, for which you are not 
at all accountable. | 
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me ſo ſuddenly to comprehend yours, 
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The inference which I would draw 


from all this, continued I with the 


ſame moderation, is that you would 
be as unjuſt in being offended with 
my views, ſince it was not eafy for 


as in believing it poſſible for me on 
account of what is paſt to refuſe you 
the eſteem which you will merit by a 
conduct worthy of your ſentiments. 
Lay aſide all thoughts of your intend- 
ed YOVage : As you are ſo young and 
have ſo little experience df the world, 
the event of it can*t be happy. The 
Europeans who have fuch juſt notiong 
of virtue, don*s practice it better than 
the Turks: Paſſions and vice are the 
growth of every clime. But if you 
have any confidence in my promiſes, 


you will find yourſelf ſafe and happy 
with me, whoſe ſentiments have al- 
ready changed their nature, and who 


Will 
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will ſtudy nothing more ardently than 
to perfect yours. My houſe ſhall be 
your aſylum, my example teach all 
my ſervants to reſpe& you, and my 
friendſhip be always ready to aſſiſt 
you; and if you have received any 
light from my counſels, they may 
not perhaps be altogether uſeleſs for 
the future, 
She viewed me with ſo pankive.ca an 
air that Lin vain endeavour'd to read 
in her looks whether ſhe was fatisfiedl 
with my anſwer. I even apprehend- 
ed by her ſilence, that ſhe {till doubt- 
ed of my ſincerity, and did not dare, 
after the proof I had given of my 
weakneſs, to rely upon my promiſes. 
But all her uneaſineſs was on her own 
account. Can I think it poſſible, re- 
plied ſhe after a long ſilence, for you 
who have ſuch juſt notions of virtue 
and know my errors and infamy, to 
E look 
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look without contempt upon me? 1 
have confeſsꝰd and do not repent my 
confeſſing them to you, Twas but 
what I ow*d to the deſire you expref- 
ſed of hearing the ſtory of my mif- 
fortunes. But am I not therefore ob- 
liged to avoid you? Can I be too far 
from thoſe who have it in their pow- 
er to reproach me? I was no longer 
maſter of my temper. 1 interrupted 
her, and all my affected moderation 
forſook me. And my complaints 
muſt be very moving, and my argu · 
ments very perſuaſive, ſince 1 forced 
* Theofa to confeſs that the more I un- 
derſtood the worth of virtue, the 


more I muſt neceſſarily admire ſuch 


ſentiments as hers. I made her com- 
-prehend that contempt, according to 
the rules of right reaſon, is due only 
to voluntary faults, and that what ſhe 


call'd her infamy and errors did not 


deſerve 


. 


— 
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deſerve thoſe terms; Ges that wou*'d - 


be ſuppoſing her to know before her 


conference with me in the Seraglio 


what ſhe did not know till after- 
wards, Promiſing at length to have 


an everlaſting eſteem for her, and to 
uſe my utmoſt endeayours to finiſh 
the work which I had ſo happily be- 


gun, I obliged myſelf by a ſolemn 
vow to leave her full liberty not on- 
ly to fly but even to hate and deſpiſe 


me, if I ever infringed any articles 
which ſhe ſhou'd think proper to im- 
poſe upon me. And to take away 


all appearance of equivocation, I im- 
mediately made her a plan, every 
particular of which I ſubmitted en- 
tirely to her. This houſe, ſaid I, 
ſhall be the place of your abode, and 
you ſhall order all the affairs of it juſt 
as you pleaſe, I will never ſee you 
without your leave, you ſhall have 
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no viſiters but ſuch as you think pro- 
per to receive, and nothing profita- 
ble or amuſing ſhall be wanting. And 
as you diſcover ſo great an inclinati- 
on for every thing which may rectify 
the underſtanding or purify the heart, 
I defign that you ſhall learn our lan- 
guage, which will immediately make 
you familiar with an infinite number 
of excellent authors. You ſhall ſub- 
ſtract from my propoſitions or add 
to them whatever you pleaſe, and 
ſhall be ſure to have all you an 
punctually performed. 
Neither I nor Theofa at all ancald- 
ed to the cauſe of the warmth which 
-animated all my propoſals. My 
frankneſs appeared to her a ſufficient 
reaſon for complying with them. 'She 
told me that ſhe ow'd every thing to 
my generoſity, was apprehenſive of 
her unworthineſs, but ſhou*d think 
herſelf 
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on my knees at her bed - ſide, andthank 


eſt in the world, my deſires during this 
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herſelf — happy in aceept- | 


faithful i in the eee them x 


I know not what enabled me to ſub; 
due my inclination to throw: myſelf 


her for her conſent as a favour. We 
will begin immediately, fard I, with 
more rapture than I would willingly 
have diſcover'd, and you ſhall one 
day find that I merit noun * 
dence. | 

I was very PERS" Liefeher 
without ſo much as venturing to kiſs 
her hand, ho? as ſhe has the handſoms 


converſation prompted me a thouſand 
times to do it. My deſign was to re» 
turn immediately to Cohſtanfinople, 
as well to procure her every thing 
which I thought proper to amuſe het 
in her retirement, as to allow her 

| time 


2 * 
«a 


WW time to ſettle her authority and put 
WE the houſe in what order ſhe pleaſed. 
I declared my intentions to the few 
Servants whom ] left there to attend 
her. Bema, whom I ſeat for to hear 
0 this order, deſired leave to ſpeak with 
me in private, and greatly ſurpriſed 

me by what ſhe ſaid. She told me 
that the liberty and power which 1 
gave her Miſtreſs, made her plainly 
fee that I was not acquainted with the 
character of her Country-wamen 
that the experience which ſhe had 
gain'd by living in ſeveral Seraglioes 
enabled her to aſſiſt a Stranger with 
her | counſels z that the fidelity to 
which ſhe was obliged by her condi- 
nion, wou'd not ſuffer her to conceal 
WW what: I had to apprehend from fo. 
young and beautiful a Miſtreſs as 
Theofa; that I ought in ſhort to 
bave little dependance on her virtue, 
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if inſtead of leaving her an abſolute } 
authority, I did not commit her to 
the care of ſome faithful Slave; that 
this was the cuſtom: of all the Tur- 
kiſh Lords in general; and if 1 
thought her proper for this truſt, that 
ſhe would be ſo vigilant and zealous 
that I ſhou'd never have any cauſe | 
to repent of my confidence. 
| Tho? 1 had never obſerved that 
Bema had capacity enough to make 
me hope any great matters from her, 
and had ſo good an opinion of The- 
ofa that I did not think it neceſſary 
to ſet an Argus over her; yet I took 
a medium between the advice I had 
received, and the method which I 
had reſolved on. I don't act, ſaid 1 
to Bema, upon the maxims of your 
Country, and beſides I have no po- 
er which wou'd authoriſe me to 
preſcribe laws to Theofa. But if 
| you 
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you are capable of acting with any 
diſcretion, I wou'd willingly commit 
to you the care of having a watchful 
eye over her conduct. Your reward 
ſhall be proportion'd to your ſervi- 
des, or rather to your prudence ; for 
I abſolutely inſiſt, added I, upon your 
never letting Theofa perceive that I 
have given you any ſuch commiſſion, 
Bema ſeem'd to be ſo highly ſatisfi- 
ed with my anſwer, that I ſhou'd 
have ſuſpected her, had not the per- 
ſons of whom I had her, given me 
as good a character of her diſcretion 
as of her fidelity. And then the 
execution of ſuch a command requir- 
ed but a moderate ſhare of either. 
What I was the moſt thoughtful 
about as I returned to the City, was 
the difficulty of ſatisfying the Selic- | 
tar, who wou*d ſoon know that The. 
ofa had quitted the Langnage Ma- 
ſer” bc” 
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ſter's, and that I had granted her a 
fetreat at my houſe, I was preſent» 
ly eaſy with regard to her, ſince the 
was very ſecure there; and without 
examining what I promiſed myſelf 
from that, concluded that I need not, 
whatever were the ſentiments of my 
heart, give myſelf any pain about 
them for the future, But not being | 
able to avoid coming to an explana- 
tion with the Selictar, the reaſons 
which I thought over night capable 


of ſatisfying him, loſt their weight 


even with me as the time of my en- 
deavouring to make him approve 
them drew near. That on which 1 
had the greateſt dependance, was the 
fear of her father, who wou'd have 
a better pretence than ever, not on- 
ly to exclude her from his family 
but alſo to ſollicit her puniſhment, if 


| the ſhou'd voluntarily engage in an 


amour 
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amour with a Turk. She was ſafer 
in her circumſtances, under my pro- 
tection than that of the Selictar. I 
cou'd not however own that ſhe was 
at my houſe, without laying myſelf 
under a neceſſity of ſeeing him there 
as often as he pleaſed: And this 
wou'd be as great a torment to The- 
ofa as to me. In this perplexity I 
purſu'd a quite different and perhaps 
the only method which cou'd have 
ſucceeded with ſo generous a man as 
the Selictar : I went directly to his 
houſe ; and preventing all his queſti- 
ons, and not giving him time to 
make my avoiding a breach with him 
more difficult by his complaints, I 
told him that the motive which made 
the young Greek reject his offers, was 
her avow'd deſign and zeal to live in 
dhe practice of virtues which are lit- 
a known among women in Turky. 
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informed him how greatly I was ſur- 
priſed at her reſolution, and that 1 
cou'd not think it ſincere till I had a 
ſufficient proof of it; that I admired 
ſuch noble ſentiments in one of her 
age, and was reſolved to afford her 
all the aſſiſtance I couꝰd to mature and 
bring them to perfection; and that 
I knew him too well to doubt of his 
inclination to promote my deſign.1 
guarded this ſpeech with all the art 
and precaution which I was maſter of, 
and was ſorry only for the laſt part 
of it. The Seliftar anſwer'd my ex- 
pectations by proteſting that he rever- 
ed ſuch ſentiments as I repreſented 
Theofa's to be, and that he never 
deſign'd to exclude them from the 
commerce in which he propoſed to 
engage her 3 but taking occaſion 
from what I had ſaid of my good o- 
9 85 of him, he aſſured me that 
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his paſſion increaſed with his eſteem; 
and that he would give her more ſen- 
fible proofs than ever of the great re- 
gard which he had for her, Not be- 
ing able to get clear of the propoſi- 
tion which he made of going along 
with me now and then to Oru, I of- 
fer'd him the fame liberty as the reſt 
of my friends; but under the ſame 
reſtriction of not obliging Theofa to 
admit of any viſits but ſuch as ſhe 
= pleaſed, ſince this was one of her pri- 
= viledges which 1 had fworn * 
nn n orer 

Tho' l might juſtly have reproach- 
Sete wich a diſcovery of which 
I faw the Selictar was reſolved to 
make an advantage, yet I was ſo well 
pleaſed with having thus fairly got rid 
of my ſcruples with regard to him, 
that I look'd upon the pain of ſeeing 
* at Oru as nothing. He wou'd 
have 
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have had grounds of complaint if I 
had heſitated about granting him that 
ſatisfaRtion 4 and ſuſpicions, againſt 
which his own integrity and the opi» 
nion which he had of mine had hi- 
therto been a ſufficient defence, might 
have riſen in his mind, and ſoon have 


proved the bane of our friendſhip, I 
thought of nothing when I left him 


but of performing the promiſes which 
I had made Theofa. As I knew her 
taſte for Painting, which had hither- 


to been confined to the repreſentati- 
on of flowers only, according to a 
law which forbids the Turks that of | 
all Animals, I look'd out for a Ma- 


ter who was able to teach her Deſign 
and Portrait. In my choice of Ma- 
ſters for other European Arts and 
Exerciſes, a thought came into my 
head which I oppoſed for a long 
while, but which at laft AY 
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ter of all my objections. As I was 
perſuaded that young Condoidt was 
her brother, it ſeem'd natural to aſ- 
ſociate them in their education 3 


eſpecially as moſt of the Maſters I 


had provided for one, wou'd be want- 
ed by the other, This deſign ſuppo- 
ſed Condoidi's living at gs ; but far 
from thinking this an objection, 1 
was on the contrary pleaſed with be- 
ing able to give Theofa a conſtant 
companion, who might baniſh every 
thing which. is diſtaſteful in ſolitude. 
But to be ingenuous, my ideas were 
not veryclear with regard to the chief 
difficulty which I had to encounter; 
and this was perhaps the obligation 


I thought myſelf under to keep him 


at a diſtance from her. Had I ſifted 
this thoroughly, T might have ſtarted 
others which I might have thought 
more reaſonable and have ſubmitted 

. f to 
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to. My thoughts were very confu- 
ſed, and I did not dare to own even 
to myſelf, that the preſence of this 
youth would often deprive me of the 


liberty of being alone with Theofa; 
but being reſolyed religiouſly to per- 


form all my promiſes, I ſoon got o- 
ver this difficulty. | 


Syneſius (that was young Condoi- 


di's name) was greatly rejoiced to 


hear what my eſteem and inclination. 


prompted me to do for his ſiſter, and 


did not ſeem leſs pleas'd with my de- 


ſign of letting them live together. 


and of having them inſtructed by the 
ſame Maſters, I ſent him the ſame, 


day to Oru,, with every thing which 
I deſigned, fon Theofa's amuſement. 
Old Condoidi who Knew that I had 
taken his ſon and had been, while I. 
was abſent, to thank me for it, came. 
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new my ſuit in favour of Theofa, but 


poſe. 
immediately told me, that his religi · 
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again as ſoon as Syneſius ſent him 
word of my arrival. I was fully con- 
vinced by his behaviour that Syneſius 
had, according to my orders, faith- 
fully concealed the motive of my con- 
I took this opportunity to re- 


preſently found that it was to ns pur- 
The obſtinate old Gentleman 


on and honour wou'd not permit him 
to own a daughter Who had been 
brought up in a Seraglib. The offer 
which I made to obviate all his diff. 
culties, by engaging myſelf to per- 


form all the offices of a father with 


regard to ber, did rot fee 10 tags 


ger him in the leafs | He Wãñs 0 in- 


flexible and provoked me ſo muell, 
that T plainly told him that I how d 
1 wing ſpare him the trouble 
of 
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of viſiting me for the future, and that 
I never deſired to ſee him at my 
houſe again. 

I did not return to Oru "ill the 
next day. My impatience to ſee 
Theofa was very great; and I thought, 
as I had abſolutely renounced all my 
deſigns upon her, that I might very: 
conſiſtently with her notions of vir- 
tue and all my promiſes, indulge my- 
ſelf in the innocent ſatisfaction of her 
company. This kind of liberty which 
I allow'd myſelf, hinder'd me from 
knowing what a refuſal of it wou'd 
have coſt me. I found Syneſius with 


her, both of: them Cager at their ex- 


ereiſes, and almoſt equally ſenſible of 
my favour in permitting them to live 
together. I admired in Theofa an 


air of tranquillity which/ſeenyd to a- 


riſe from the ſatis faction of her heart, 


and to have 3 the naturaſ life 
29D of 
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of her complection. I deſired to 
know of Bema what uſe her Miſtreſs 
had made of the authority I had gi- 
ven her. This Slave, who was piqued 
at having ſo little herſelf, did not 
dare to accuſe Theofa of having a- 
buſed hers. She repeated however 
all the reaſons which ſhe had before 
urged to make me apprehend that 
ſhe wou'd do it. The cauſe of her 
zeal was ſo viſible, that I intreated 
her with a ſmile not to make herſelf 
quite ſo uneaſy. She expected, from 
what the perſons who bought her for 
me ſaid, that I ſhou'd havegiven her 
a ſort of dominion over Theofa; and 
this mark of confidence with which 
ſhe had been honour'd in a Seraglio, 
is the higheſt diſtinction for a Slave. 
I told her that the Turkiſh cuſtoms 
were not a rule for a Frenchman, and 


deſired her or the ſake of her own 
ig auiet 
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quiet to be a little more pliable with 
regard to ours. She did not venture 
to complain, but was from that mi- 
nute an enemy of Theofa and me, 
and eaſily found an opportunity to 
make us feel the effects of her diſ- 
Pantene £ 

The buſineſs of my Employment, 
allowing me more leiſure than I had 
for ſome time paſt, I made the plea-- 
ſantneſs of the Seaſon a pretence for 
ſpending ſome weeks in the Country, 
I was at firſt apprehenſive leſt Theo- 
fa ſhou'd be too rigorous with regard 
to my promiſe of never ſeeing her 
without her leave. But thinking I 
obſerved that ſhe was on the contra- 
ry pleaſed with my company, I for- 
got and devoted myſelf for ſeveral 
days entirely to her, and had by this 
means a nearer view of all the per- 
fections with which Nature had 

V0. 1. M adorned 
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adorned her character. She received 
from me the firſt leſſons of our Lan- 
guage, and ſoon made a ſurpriſing 
progreſs in it. I had told her what 
advantages ſhe would receive from 
reading, and ſhe was very impatient 
to be able to underſtand aFrench Au- 
thor. I was not lefs ſo than ſhe, and 

fatisfied her curioſity in ſome meaſure 
beforehand, by giving her an imper- 
fect ſketch of what ſhe might expect 
to find in a better method and more 
at large in our beft Writers, I did 
not drop a word concerning the ſen- 
timents of my heart, but was as it 
were intoxicated with the innocent 
pleaſure of hearing and ſeeing her. 
I ſhou'd have been fearful of leſſen- 
ing the confidence which ſhe repoſed 
in me by any return of my weakneſs 


and what appeared ſtrange even to 


me, I found myſelf ſo little diſquiet · 


WY 
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ed by that warmth of conſtitution 


which makes the privation of certain 


pleaſures troubleſome enough to per- 
ſons of my age, that I renounced. 
them without pain, and even with». 
out thinking of them, tho? I had ne- 
ver till then impoſed very ſtrict laws 
upon myſelf with regard to women, 
eſpecially in a Country where the 
calls of Nature ſeem to increaſe with 
the liberty of ſatisfying them. 

The Selictar came ſometimes and 
interrupted the pleaſures of ſo de- 
lightful a life. I had prepared my 
Ward for his viſits; and being wil- 
ling to accuſtom her to look upon 
the company of men with other eyes 
than the Turkiſh women, who think 
they can have no correſpondence with 
them without love, I deſired her 


to receive with politeneſs a man 
whoſe eſteem was an honour, and. 


Mr 2 whoſe 
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whoſe love cou'd give her no grounds 
of diſquiet. He anſwer'd the good 
bl opinion which I had of him by fo 
 rnodeſt a behaviour, that I wonder'd: 
at tho? I did not well underſtand the 
nature of his ſentiments ; for the on- 
ly means by which he cou'd have any 
hopes of gratifying them, being cut 
off by his own agreement as well as 
Theofa's refuſal, he cou'd promiſe: 
himſelf nothing for the future, and 
enjoy'd at preſent only the pleaſure 
of a grave converſation, and even 
this was ſhorter than he deſired, 
Theofa, who had the complaiſance 
to entertain him as often as he came 
do Oru, had not always enough to 
bee herſelf with him. When he tar- 
tried too long, ſhe quitted us to re- 
ſume her exerciſes with her brother; 
and the Selictar in her abſence per- 
ſecuted me with tedious details of his 
N 
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paſſion, As he had no ſettled ſcheme * 


but confined himſelf to vague expreſ- 


ſions of his admiration and deſires, 1 
was at laſt perſuaded: that he had ſome 
reliſh and was reſolved: to make an 
experiment of the refined ſpecies of 
love he had often heard me mention, 
which is ſeated in the heart and is ſo 


little known in Turky. And yet how 
was it poſſible to conceive that he 


ſhou'd limit himſelf to the pleaſure 
of exerciſing his heart by tender ſen- 
timents, without diſcovering more 


regret and impatience at not being 


able to obtain the leaſt return? 

J received his vifits with the lefs 
uneaſineſs, becauſe the compariſon 
which I made between his fate and 
my own always flatter'd the diſpoſi- 
tions which I ſecretly-cheriſh*d in my 
heart. But I was very much ruffled 


aſter another diſcovery which I did 


1 not 
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not owe to myſelf, and which ha- 
ſten'd that of ſeveral others which 
greatly imbitter*d the reſt of my life. 
1 had been about ſix weeks at Oru, 
and having-conftantly obſerved every 
thing which was tranſacted in my 
houſe, was charmed with the peace 
and fatisfaftion which reigned there. 
Syneſius was continually with Theo- 
#2, and I was from her as ſeldom as 
the. I never obſerved any thing in 
their friendſhip inconſiftent with my 
opinion of the nearneſs of their rela- 
tion ; or rather not having the leaſt 
doubt about it, I couꝰd not concei ve 
any ſuſpicions from their familiarity. 
Syneſius whom I treated with all the 
tenderneſs of a:fon, andwhoſe ſweet- 
aecis of temper really made him wor- 
thy of it, came to me own day when 
I was all alone in my own apartment. 
After eee about indifferent 
matters, 
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matters, he fell without deſign upon 


the difficulty which his father made 


about owning Theofa; and talking 
in a ſtrain which I had neyer heard 
from him before, told me, notwith-. 
ſtanding the pleaſure he ſhou'd feel 
in believing he had fo amiable 4 fl. 
ſter, that he cou*d not thoroughly 

perſuade himſelf that he was her bro- 
ther, My attention being awaken'd 


by a declaration which I ſo little ex- 


pected, I gave him time to proceed. 
The confeſſion of the wretch, ſaid 


| he, who Was. executed according to 
the ſentence of the Cadi, was ſuffi» 
cient to warrant my father's. refuſal, 


What intereſt .coy'd a man who was 
threaten'd with death. haye to diſſem- 
ble with regard co Theofa's father; 
and was it not evident after he had 
proteſted that Condoidi's daughter 
died with her mother, that he only 

| M4, chang- 
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Wl changed his note to bribe the Judge 
by an infamous offer to fave his life, 

Wy or to delay the execution of his ſen- 
tence ? Neither is it more probable, | 
added Syneſius, that fo accompliſh- 
ed a perſon as Theofa ſhou'd be the 
daughter of ſuch a villain, It is how- 
ever manifeſt that ſhe can't be Pani- 
ota Condoidi's, and a thouſand cir- 
cumſtances which I remember to 
have heard in the family, always 
hinder'd me from really believing 
her to'be my ſiſter. | | 
Tho' Syneſius ſeem'd to be very 
ſincere in what he ſaid, yet a conver- 
ſation which he brought upon the 
carpet himſelf, and which was ſo op- 
poſite to the affection which he had 
always mow'd to Theofa, gave me 
very extraordinary ſuſpicions, I knew 
that he had wit enough to be capa- 
ble of artifice, and remember'd the 

| Selictar's 
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Selictar's proverb concerning the ſin- 
cerity of the Greeks. I immediately 
concluded therefore that there was 
ſome change in the heart of | Syneſt- 
us which I was ignorant of, and whe- 
ther it proceeded from hatred or love, 
that he did not ſee Theofa with the 
ſame eyes as formerly. I did not 
think, after this diſcovery, that 1 
had much reaſon” to be apprehen- 
ſive of being the dupe of one of his 
age. And reſolving to make him 
diſcover his inclinations, without let- 
ting him perceive my deſign, I pre- 
tended to yield, more eaſily perhaps 
than he expected, to the difficulties 
which he had laid before me. Fam 
not more certain than you, faid I, 
with regard to Theofa's birth; and 
think after all that a neceſſary, proof 
concerning it is wanting, and that is 
— nn of your family. 
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And ſince you all agree not to own 
her, ſhe ought no longer to inſiſt on 
her pretenſions. This änſwer gave 
him a ſatisfaction, of which I eaſily 
gueſs'd the cauſe. But as he was 
preparing without doubt to confirm 
what he had ſaid by ſome new proof, 


IL added; if you are as fully perſuad- 


ed as you ſeem to be, that the is not 
your ſiſter, I will not only not have 
you call her ſo, but ſhou'd be ſorry 
to lay you under a neceflity of living 
any longer with her: You ſhall re- 
turn this evening to Conſtantinople. 
This ſpeech threw him into great 


confuſion, and the cauſe of it was 


not harder to be underſtood than that 
of his joy. I did not give him time 


o recover himſelf, As you muſt 


Know, added I, that it was the re- 
ard which 1 have for her which in- 
duced me to receive you into my 

My 
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houſe, you muſt naturally conclade 
that I ſhall not keep you now the 


reaſon of my raking you ceaſes, I 


will therefore give orders for the 
conducting you back to your father's 
this evening, 

Having ſaid every thing which I 
thought capable of ſhewing the heart 
of Syneſius, I concluded, without 
ſeeming to take much notice of the 
conſtraint he was under, by telling 
him that he would do well to go and 
take his leave of Theofa, ſince there 
was little probability of his ever ſee- 


ing her again. After he had twenty 


times changed colour, and been con- 


founded to a degree that moved my 


Pity, he proteſted with a trembling 
voice that his doubts concerning the Wl 
birth of his fiſter wou'd by no meaas | 
leſſen the love and eſteem which he þ 
had for bers that be look d upon 
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her, on the contrary, as the moſt a- 
miable perſon of her ſex, and ſhou'd 
think himſelf too happy in being per- 
mitted to live with her; that he 
cou'd never alter his ſentiments, but 
ſhou'd make it the ſtudy of his life 
to prove the ſincerity of them; and 
that there was no ſtation in the world, 
if he cou'd add the ſatisfaction of 
pleaſing her to the honour he had of 
belonging to me, for which he wou'd 
change his own, His warmth and 
eagerneſs, which laid his heart quite 
bare before me and made it impoſſi- 
ble for me to be deceived, raiſed an- 
other ſuſpicion which made me very 
uneaſy, Brother or not, ſaid I to 
myſelf, if this youth is in love with 
Theofa and has impoſed upon me 
*till now, how can J be ſure that ſhe 
has not conceived the ſame paſſion 
dor him and been as artful in conceal- 

| | ing 
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ing it E Who can tell if it be not by 
agreement that they endeavour to get 
rid of an uneaſy clog, which hinders 
them from gratifying their deſires ? 
This thought which was confirmed 
by every circumſtance, . ſo depreſs'd 
me with anguiſh that I ſhou'd not 
have ſucceeded better than Syneſius 
in concealing it, had I not told him 
that I wanted to be alone, and that I 
wou'd ſee him again by and by. But my 
agony did not hinder. me from watch. 
ing whether he went directly toTheo- Wl 
fa's apartment; for I might I thought | il 
gather ſomething from the eagerneſs | 
which I ſuppoſed he had of going to 
give her an account of our converſa- 
tion. But I ſaw him enter very ſor» 
rowful into the garden, whither he 
doubtleſs went to give a looſe to his 
grief of having ſucceeded ſo ill in 
Bis . but his trouble t 


- 


— 


be extream indeed if it exceeded 
F IVR 281124 6 
Mi firſt care was to ſend for Be- 
ma, Whoſe obſervations I ſuppoſed 
wou'd give me ſome farther light in- 
to this affair. But ſhe pretended to 
know nothing about it; and as the 
always thought that Syneſius was 
Theofa's brother, I was perſuaded at 
laſt that ſhe had made no remarks 
on their familiarity, becauſe ſhe had 
never turn'd her ſuſpicions that way. 
I reſolved to ſound Theofa in as-ſly a 
manner as l had'Syneſius. As I was 
dure that he had not ſeen her ſince 
be quitted me, I firſt af all felt ber 
pulſe about my deſign of ſending 
bim home to his father. She Was 
much ſurpriſed at it; but when I 
pleaſure againft him, was the diffi- 
gulty which he made of owning her 
7 any 
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any longer for his ſiſter, ſhe cou'd not 
help ſhowing a great deal of concern. 
How little, ſaid ſhe, are men to be 
depended upon! He never expreſs'd 
more eſteem and friendſhip for me 
than for ſome days paſt, This com- 
plaint was ſo natural and the reflecti- 
ons which ſhe join*d with it fo artleſs, 
that my ſuſpicions immediately va- 
nifh*d and were ſucceeded by the ut- 
moſt confidence. I am inclined to 
hink, ſaid I, that you have inſpired 
him with love, and that he finds 
himſelf incommoded'by a title which 
does not ſuit with his inclinations. 
Theofa interrupted me by ſuch pa- 
thetic exclamations that I wanted no 
other proof to confirm me in my 
opinion of her. What do I hear! 
What ! do you think, fays the, 
that he has any ſentiments for me 
but thoſe of a brother? To What 


| 
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me with a ſurpriſing ſimplicity all 
that had paſſed between them, ſhe 


tremble at every word he ſpoke. Sy- 


vours which were ſufficient to render 
his ſituation as a Lover -exceedingly 
happy. He had been cunning enough 
to perſuade her that it was an eſta- 
bliſhed cuſtom among brothers and 
ſiſters to give and receive a thouſand 
marks of an innocent affection; and 


ed her not only to live with him in 
the greateſt familiarity, but even con- 
= tinually to ſatisfy his paſſion by a ve- 
ry free uſe of her charms. Her hands, 
ber lips, her boſom had been as it 
verre the inheritance of the enamour- 
ed Syneſius. I drew all theſe con- 
bons from Theofa one after ano- 
1 ther 


have you expoſed me? And telling 


gave me a detail which made me 


neſius had obtain'd careſſes and fa- 


upon this principle he had accuſtom- 


n 
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ther, and was ſecured from the ap- 
prehenſion of greater freedoms only 
by the frankneſs with which ſhe own'd 
and regretted thoſe which were paſt, 
All the boaſted precepts of wiſdom 
cou'd not defend me from ſeverer 
anguiſh. than I had ever known 
before. Ah! Theofa, ſaid I, you 
have no feeling of the woes which 
you inflict upon me. I do myſelf the 
greateſt violence in leaving you mi- 
_ ſtreſs of your heart; but if you be- 
ſtow it on another, your cruelty will 
occaſion my death. 

I had never ſpoke ſo plainly to her 
before: And ſhe was ſo ſtruck with 
what I ſaid that ſhe bluſhed; and hold- 
ing down her head, you will not im- 
pute to me as a crime, ſaid ſhe, what 
proceeded only from my ignorancey 
and if you think as well of me as T 
endeavour to deſerve, you will not 


| ſup» 
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ſuppoſe me capable of doing for anos 
ther what I never did for you, My 

ſorrows made me penſive and ſilent, 
Beſides, I ſaw nothing in Theofa's 

anſwer which gave me any reaſon to 
be ſatisfied with the declaration I had 
made, What cou'd I hope for, if 
ſhe continued firm to ther principles 
of virtue ; or what, if ſhe had for- 
gatten them in favour of Syneſius ? 
This reflection, or rather the cold- 
neſs of her anſwer, reviving all my 
uneaſineſs, I left her, with an air of 
anger rather than fondneſs, to go and 

rid myſelf of Syneſius. 

Hle was come out of the garden; 
and when I order'd a Servant to call 
him to me, I was told that he was in 
my apartment. But 1 received at the 
lame time ſame advices from Con- 
| ſtantinople which greatly alarm'd me 
for ſome of my beſt friends, Word 


Was 


>. 4 


jectures of his own, He ſuppoſed, 
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was ſent me by an Expreſs, that the 
Aga of the Janiſfaries had been ar- 
reſted the night before, upon ſome 
ſuſpicions which concern'd nothing 
leſs than the life of the Grand 
Seignior; and that the Selictar and 
the Boſtangi Bachi, who were ac- 
counted his greateſt friends, were 
apprehenſive of the ſame fate. My 
Secretary, from whom I received 
this advice, added to it fome con- 


he ſaid, as the Boſtangi Bachi had lo KM 
much power and influence in the 
Grand Seignior*s Seraglio, that his 
enemies would not make any attempt 
upon his perſon z but that he was the 
whom the Selictar, Cheriber, Dely 
Azet, Mahmouth Prelga, Moatel 
Olizun, and ſeveral other Lords whe 

Were 
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Viſir in their behalf; but if they were 
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veoere my friends as well as his, held 


the firſt rank. He hereupon aſked 


me, whether I would attempt nothing 
in their favour, or whether I would 
not at leaſt ſome how or other ſhelter 
them from the danger with which 
they were threaten'd. The only 


attempt which I cou'd make to ſerve 
them, wou'd be to ſollicit the Grand 


accuſed of treaſon againſt the Gover- 
ment, I foreſaw that my ſolicitations 
would be little regarded. By ſbel. 


tering them from danger 'was meant 
ſomething more. Beſides the means 


of flight which I cou'd readily pro- 
cure them, it was eaſy for me to do 
Tome of them the ſame ſervice which 
my Predeceſfor made no difficulty of 


doing Mahomet Oſtun, viz. to re- 


ceive them privately into my houſe 


till the ſtorm ſhow'd be over; and 


4 C- 4 £ 
LY a 6 
** . * 


in ; 


' The Fair Greek. 26 * 


in a Country where reſentment ya-" 
niſhes after the firſt heat, they Who 
eſcape at firſt are ſeldom in much 
danger afterwards, The duties how- 
ever of my Employment not ſuffer-. 
ing me always to ſerve my friends 
without ſome precautions, I reſolved. 
to return immediately to Conſtanti- 
nople, to ſatisfy myſelf with regard 
to the truth of all theſe events. 


But as I was reading this account, 


1 ſaw Syneſius, who was indeed wait- 
ing for me, and whoſe timorous looks. 
ſeem'd to be a prelude to ſome new 
ſcene. As ſoon as he ſaw that I had, 
read my Letters, he prevented the re-. 
proaches with which I was going to 


load him, by throwing himſelf at my 


feet, with an air of humiliation, 


which is no trouble to the Greeks ;. 


and by conjuring me to forget every, 
thing which he had ſaid concerning 
Theofa's 
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Theofa's birth, and to permit him, 


live at Oru. He cou'd not conceive, 


added he, how it had been poſſible 


for him to doubt a moment of a truth 


which he felt ſo deeply impreſs'd on 


His heart; and reſolved, notwith- 


ſtanding the injuſtice of his father, 


publickly to maintain that Theofa 


was his ſiſter, I cou'd eaſily ſee thro? 
the artifice of the young Greek, who 


as he had got nothing by it, was wil- 


ling to preſerve at leaft the pleaſures 
of which he was in poſſeſſion. They 
did not give him much remorſe, ſince 


he had enjoy d them ſo long with ſo 
much tranquillity; and it was evi- 


dently with a deſign of carrying 
them farther, that he had endea- 
vour'd to free himfelf from the 


troubleſome title of brother. But all 
TEE his 
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his hopes were ruin'd by my anſwer; 
I told him, without reproaching him 
with his love, that truth being inde- 
pendent of his denying or owning it, 
J ſhould not form my opinion with 
regard to his ſiſter's birth from what 
he had ſaid and unſaid with ſo much 
levity; but that I ſhou'd draw a 
much more infallible concluſion from 
it with reſpe& to himſelf : that the 
tongue in vain retracts what the 
heart has utter'd ; and that I look d 
upon him, to'tell him in one word 
what I thought of him, as a pitiful 
equivocating ſcoundrel, who had ac- 
knowledged himſelf for Theofa's 
brother, who-had difowned the title 
and offer'd to take it again, for much 
more deſpicable reaſons than thoſe of 
his father. It was, I own, my reſent- 
ment which made me give him theſe 
hard names, I wou'd not ſuffer him 
to 
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to make any reply, and calling one 
of my - Domeſtics, order'd him to 
conduct him back immediately to 
Conſtantinople. I left him without 
regarding his trouble and confuſion; 
and remembering the permiſſion 
which I had given him to take his 
leave of his. ſiſter, I revoked. it, and 
abſolutely commanded him to depart 
without ſo much as ſeeing her. 
Truſting the execution of my or- 
ders to my Domeftics,. I got imme- 
diately into my chariot, which I had 
order'd to be got ready as ſoon as Thad. 
read my Letters, and went to Con- 
ſtantinople to get farther informations 
before I undertook any thing in fa- 
vour of my friends. The crime of 
the Chief of the Janiflaries was his 
having ſeen Achmet, one-of the Sul- 
tan Muſtapha's brothers, in priſon. 
The Boſtangi Bachi was ſuſpected of 
having 
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having facilitated this viſit, and his | | 


enemies endeavour'd to draw the ſe- 


cret from the Aga. As he had for 


ſome time been at variance with the 
Grand Viſir, it was not doubted but 
that this Miniſter wou'd do all he 
cou'd to ruin him; and what gave 


me moſt concern was to hear that 


Cheriber and Dely Azet had been ar- 
reſted, only becauſe they had ſpent 
at the Aga's part of the day which 


| preceded his crime. I ſhou'd have 


run immediately to the Grand Viſir, 
if I had conſulted only my friend- 
ſhip for Cheriber; but not hoping. 

for much from a vague ſollicitation, 
I imagined that I ſhou'd- ſerve my 
friend more effectually by ſeeing the 
Selictar firſt, with whom I might 


concert juſter meaſures, I went to 


his houſe, . but he was not therez and 


the concern which I faw-1 in the faces | 
V. 1 N 
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of all hisDomeſtics, convinced me that 
they were greatly alarmed at his ab- 


ſence. A Slave, in whom I knew 
he repoſed great confidence, came and 


told me privately that his Maſter 
went out in a great hurry as ſoon as 


he'heard that Cheriber was arreſted, 


and that he did not doubt but that 


the misfortune of his friend had made 


him reſolve to ſave himſelf by flight. 


My anſwer was that he ought not to 


diefer this precaution a moment, if ge 
mou d not have taken it already; and 
1 made no difficulty of charging the 


Slave to offer him from me an aſylum 
in my houſe at Oru, on condition on- 
jy that he ſhou'd go thither in the 


WE night; and unattended. I had not 
= only the example of my Predeceſſor 
to juſtify me but that of Bacha Re- 
zanto alſo, who acquired immortal 


renown * * a ſanctuary to 
Prince 
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Prince Demetrius Cantimir. Beſides, 
this was not ſtealing a criminal from 
puniſhment, but ſheltering a gallant 
man againſt unjuſt ſuſpicions. _ 
As What I had hitherto done had 
been no real ſervice to my friends, 
reſolved to wait upon ſome Turkiſh 
Lords from whom I might at leaſt 
hope for further information. Ir be- 
gan to be rumour'd that the Aga of 
the Janiſſaries, after having made a 
confeſſion in the midſt of tortures, 
had been ſtrangled by Mutes. The 
Selictar's not having been ärreſted 
was thought a good omen for him, 
and I heard no crime but his friend- 
ſhip for the Aga alledged againſt” 
him. But Cheriber and Dely Azet 
were ſo threaten'd by the vice of the 
Publie, that I was toe uneafy not to 
go immediately te the Grand Viſir. 
Not . as it was an affar of ; 
75 Ny. 
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ſtate, to move him in their favour 
by any other arguments but my great 
friendſhip for them, I only conjured 
him, if they were not guilty of crimes - 
of which I thought them incapable, 
that he wou'd have ſome regard to 
my intreaties. He heard me with a 
very grave air. Be aſſured, ſaid he, 
that the Juſtice of the Grand Seigni- 
or is not blind, but knows how to di- 
ſtinguiſn between the innocent and 
the guilty. Apprehend nothing for 
your friends, if they have nothing to 
reproach themſelves with. He add- 
nd | | ed, however, that my recommendation 
Vou'd never be without its weight at 
the Port, and promiſed that the two 
Baſſas ſnouꝰd feel the good effects of 
it. But burſting into a laugh, the 
Selictar, ſaid he, muſt needs think it 
very powerful, ſince his fears have 

made him ſeek an aſylum in your 

1 | houſe, 
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houſe. I did not take the meaning 
of this jeſt. He went on in the ſame 
ſtrain, pretending to commend my 
confuſion and ſilence, which he look- 
ed upon as marks of caution. But 


when I proteſted, in the plaineſt terms, 


that I did not know where the Selic- 
tar was, ke told me, that he had ſer 
ſpies over him, and knew that he 


at Oru with ſo few attendants, that 


it was” plain that he only went thi- 


ther to hide himſelf, * I don't think, 

added he, that he is guilty of any 
thing, and ſhall not impute to him 
as a crime his ancient friendſhip with 
the Aga of the Janiffaries. But 1 
thought proper to have him obſery- 
ed, and am not ſorry that he is frigh- 
ten*d enough to make him a little 


more circumſpect for the future in 


the N 8 of his friends. He after - 
N 3 wards 


went the night before to my houſe 
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wards gave-me his word that he wou'tl 
not moleſt him at my houſe; but 
made me promiſe to conceal what he 
told me, and not to Put, him and 
his pain for ſome time. 4 001 
7 ib I cou'd not believe 2bar- the 
=_ Selictar was at Oru. I came from 
thence that day. What probability 
vas there that he ſhou'd be at my 
-houſe without my knowledge, and 
chat he. ſnou'd have engaged my Do- 
meſtics to conceal his arrival from 
me? His paſſion. for Theofa was the 
firſt thought which darted into. my 
head. May he not be leſs thought- 
ful of the ſafety of his. life, than of 
the ſucceſs of his amour? And if it 
be true, ſaid I to myſelf, that he has 
been concealed in my houſe ever ſince 
l aſt night, is it probable, that.Theofa 
WH ſhou'd not be in the ſecret? The 
= , Reader 
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Reader may form what idea he plen- 


ſes of my ſentiments for her: If he 
don't think I merit the title of = 


Lover, he may look upon me as her 
Guardian or Monitor; but I can aſ- 
ſure him that T was greatly alarm'd, 


and thought of nothing but of get- - 


ing back to Ori, When I came 


there, Taſk'd the firſt Servant I ſaw, 


where the Selictar was, and how he 
came to be concealed in my houſe 
without my knowledge. It was the 


Footman whom 1 had order'd to ſee A 
Syneſius to his father's. Tho' I was || 
' ſurpriſed to find him returned ſo ſoon, 


yet as it was very poſlible, I took no 


notice of it; and did not aſk him, | 
'till he had aſſured me that the Selictar 


was not at my houſe, how he. had 
War himſelf of my orders. He 


muſt certainly diſcover ſome confuſi- 


on in his anſwer ; but having no rea- 
ZI '- fon 


N. 4. 
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1 artifice to avoid obeying i it, he con- 5 
WL fider'd that my ſervants did not know 

my motives, and that he might pro- 
bably prevail on them to conſent to 
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ſon to be ſuſpicious of him, 1 did not 


obſerve with what air he told me, that 
he had conducted Syneſius to his fa- 


ther's. I was however equally de- 
ceived by his anſwers to both my 


queſtions ; with this difference only, 
that in the firſt he was ſincere, and 


told a lye in the ſecond, to conceal 
a piece of treachery i in whith he wag: 


an accomplice. In 2 word, tho” I 


was perſuaded that the Selictar was 
nor come to my houſe, and that Sy- 


neſius had left it, yet they were both 
there, which I did not t Know for ſe- 


veral days. 

Syneſius look d upon the order - of 
his departure as the ſentence of his 
death, But having no method but 


his 


| 7 
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n lg at leaſt *cill my return; | 


at Oru, Being apprehenfive after- 
wards of my coming back, as it hap- 


pen'd, when I was leaſt expected, he | 


reſolved by a confiderable prefent'ro 
bribe the Footman to whom I had 
committed the care of feeing him to 
his father's. I know not with what 
pretences he colour*d his propofals 3 
but having brought him over to his 
intereſt, he pretended to ſet our with 
him, and they both came back again 
in a few minutes. Syneſius was lock*d 
up in his chamber, and the Footman 
appeared in the houſe ſome hours af- 
ter, as though he had executed my 
commiſſion, and was Juſt returned 
from the City. MOLE! 
There was a greater variety of in- 
cidents in the Selictar's adventure. 
The reader will remember Bema was 
not fatisfied with her condition; that 
. *... - 
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the look d upon me as a Foreigner | 
who did not ſufficiently value her ta- 

lents, and whom ſhe ſerved with re- 
gret; being piqued at my ſeeming, 
to put too little confidence in her, or 
To induced by her vanity to think that ſhe 
was not advanced to the rank which 
ſhe merited in my family. The Se- 
lictar had been very fr t in his 
viſits at Oru, and ſhe too much 
penetration not to diſcover the views 
Which brought him thither. Her 
diſpoſition, which by a long experi- 

ence of a Seraglio was turned to in- 

trigue, was agreeably employ'd in 
any thing which mighocontribute to 
her revenge. She got an opportu- 
nity of ſpeaking with the Selictar; 
and making him an offer of her ſer- 
Vices with Theofa, went ſo far as to 
perſuade him that his happineſs de- 

| pended on her. The hopes _—_ 15 
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1 had given him greatly ſurpaſs 


| her own expectations; for as ſhe 
knew on what terms I was with The- 
ofa, ſhe cou*d not think that i it wo] 


be eaſy to obtain favours for him 


which ſhe knew had never been 
granted to me. But it was upon this | 
very knowledge that ſhe founded her 


hopes of feeding the weakneſs of a 
Lover. After ſhe had confirmed 


him in the opinion which be always 
had of me with regard to Theofa, 


| the flatter'd herſelf with knowing e- 


nough of the intlinations and com- 
plexion of a girl of her age, to an» 
ſwer for ber not being eternally deaf 
to the voice of pleaſure ;. and the firſt 
i promiſe which the made the Selictar, 


was built upon the hopes Keen k 


with no oppoſition. > ge | 
It is "ewe. indeed as the can» 
Rantly attended Theofa, and-knew 
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ſo well how to govern her own ſex," 
that ſhe was more formidable in this 
enterprize than even the heat of con- 
ſtitution, upon which the Selictar 
founded all his hopes. But whatever 
arts ſne had made uſe of, her project 
cou'd not be far advanced when the 
Selictar was ſo much alarm'd at the 
diſgrace of the Aga of the Janiſſaries. 
As in his firſt doubts he had conſider- 
ed whether it would not be his beſt 
way to collect together what he could 
of his fortune and ſeek an afylum a- 
mong the Chriſtians, and as all his 
fears were not able to abate his paſſion, 
be had been the more urgent with Be- 
ma, and would gladly have facrificed 
WH all he had in the world to have been 
| accompanied by Theofa in his flight. 
But the intriguing Bema, who did 
not dare to promiſe him ſuch ſudden | 
TR ventured to propoſe his re- 
5 treating | 


men were not regulated in my houſe, 


with regard to their lodgings accord - 
ing. to cuſtom. of the Turks, but 
were diſtributed into the chambers 
which were alloted them by my Stew-. 
ard. - That of Bema-join'd to Theofa's 
apartment, It was this hole which, - 


the offer*'d the Selictar for an aſylum, 


And ſhe told him that he would be 
ſo much the ſafer, ſince I myſelf not 
knowing that he was there, cou'd not. 
ſacrifice my friendſhip to my politics; 
and that on the other hand I.cou'd . 
not help being well pleaſed, after the 
danger was over, with having been 
of ſome ſervice to my friend. It is 
much leſs ſtrange that ſuch a thought 
as this ſhou'd come into the head of 
a woman. accuſtom?d. to intrigues. of 


all ſorts, than that a man of the Se- 


big) A nad ſhov'd, Pros of it. 


And 
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dinary after E had diſcover'd all the 
ce we it, that n= ou d 


not the Selictar's motives been 
ſtrengthen'd by his apPreticnſiolis' 
with regard to his „ 
Baut I can add, that the haugkti- 
nes of the Turks is the firſt thing 

WO which leaves them in adverſity, A5 


that of their Maſter, whoſe Slaves 
they profeſs themſelves to be, they 


| grace; and the motives of pride in 


3 


formidable Lover, eſpecially when” 


educated 


And 1 thought this event ſo extraor- 


moſt egregious follics of love, had” 


all their grandeur is borrow'd from” 


retain nothing of it in the leaſt dif- 


moſt men are very weak, when they ; 
are reduced to perſonal merit. 1 
knew, however, that the Selictar had 
good qualities enough to make him a 


he attack d a woman who! kad been 
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ace in the ſame ' Country, and 
who conſequently cou'd not be of- 
fended with what we ſhou'd think 
diſguſtful in a Turk. I did not ae- 
quaint Theofa with the reaſons which 
had brought me back from Conſtan 
tinople. On the contrary, being 
more free than uſual as I had got rid 
of the load which lay heavy on my 
heart, I diſcover'd a ſatisfaction in 
my converſation with her of which 
ſhe took notice and aſk*d me the 
cauſe. This gave me an opportunity 
of repeating with more gaiety what! 
had told her in the morning with too 
ſad and languifhing an accent. But 
the more ſure ſhe was of her Empire 
over my heart, the more incertain 
was I with regard to the part T had 
to at ; and finding my mind 
more at eaſe ſince I was rid of my 
fears, I had ſtrength enough to ſup- 
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preſs the deſires which prompted me 
to talk of my paſſion, When I re- 
| flect upon what is paſt, and form at 
preſent, perhaps, a better judgment. 
than I did then of my. diſpoſitions, I. 
ſecretly deſired, methinks, that The- 
ofa  ſhou'd have conceived for me 
part of the paſſi on which 1 felt for 
her, or at leaſt that ſhe ſhou'd have 
ſhown me ſome ſigns of it; for I was 
ſtill inclined to flatter myſelf that 1 
had a greater ſhare than any body elſe 
in her affections: But withheld by 
by my principles of honour as well as 
my promiſes, I was unwilling to owe 
= the conquelt of her heart to artifice ; 
and ſhou'd have thought myſelf hap- 
py in ſeeing her meet my wiſhes, and 
long as much as I for what I deſired 
of her. 3 3 
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And of the Firſt Volume. 
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